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Abstract

he topic of the intellect (‘aql) is discussed in vari-
T ous chapters of the Book of Causes (Kitab al-‘Ilal).
This article aims to investigate the epistemological
status of the intellect: Does the intellect exist within the hu-
man soul as the rational soul (nafs-e nateqah), in addition
to being the first creation and the first effect? What is the
epistemological status of the intellect in the Book of Caus-
es? By clarifying these questions, one can also examine the
function of the intellect. In this article, using a descrip-
tive-analytical method based on various chapters of Thom-
as Aquinas's commentary on the Book of Causes, the follow-
ing findings were reached: The Book of Causes has
neglected to discuss the human rational soul. However, ac-
cording to the nature and essence of the intellect itself, its
function is thinking and knowing; and as the second level of
existence and the first effect—a divine intellect—its function
is governance (cosmic administration). The objects of the
intellect are things higher and lower than it, and it involves
the knowledge of intellects and eternal things as well as the
intellect's knowledge of itself.
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2. Actual intellect
3. Potential intellect
4. Passive intellect
5. common intellect

6. productive intellect
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