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Abstract

oetic language, owing to its unparalleled capacity for convey-

ing profound concepts in a concise and pleasing expression,

has long served as an eloquent medium for reflecting deep phil-

osophical themes. The poetry collection (Divan) of ‘Allamah
Hasan-zadah Amuli stands as a prominent example of this synthesis, man-
ifesting the artistic integration of philosophy and literature. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library-based resources, this
research examines the manifestation of the principles of Transcendent
Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah) in the lyric poems (Ghazaliyyat)
of ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah. The findings indicate that valuable philosoph-
ical principles such as the unity of the reality of existence and the multi-
plicity of its modes of manifestation, the pervasion of love in existence, the
pervasion of knowledge and life in existence, the order, perfection, and
optimality of the cosmic system, the union of the knower and the known
(Ittihad al-‘aqil wa al-Ma ‘qiil), the relationship between the soul and the
body, and the influence of character traits (Malakat) on the formation of
imaginal (Barzakhi) forms are beautifully reflected in ‘Allamah’s lyric po-
ems. Ultimately, this article attests that the lyric poems of ‘Allamah
Hasan-zadah represent a vivid manifestation of his philosophical insight
and literary taste, serving as a sturdy bridge between Transcendent The-
osophy and literature. It also emphasizes the great capacity of poetic lan-
guage for expressing the most sublime philosophical concepts in an en-
during and influential form.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

‘Allamah Hasan-zadah Amuli, as one of the most prominent expositors of the school
of Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta aliyah), has not only expanded and ex-
plained these themes in his philosophical works but has also drawn upon these profound
ideas in the realm of poetry and literature.

Although the central focus of ‘Allamah’s ghazals (lyric poems) is summarized in three
axes—divine love, supplication to God, and admonition and counsel—clear and direct
references to the foundational principles of Transcendent Theosophy can be discerned
within these themes, emphasizing his philosophical insight and poetic mastery. This is a
lesser-known dimension of this great thinker’s personality, which has remained unattend-
ed in recent scholarship.

In light of the aforementioned remarks, the primary objective of the present study is to
systematically analyze the manifestation of the principles of Transcendent Theosophy in
‘Allamah Hasan-zadah’s ghazals and to reveal how complex philosophical concepts are
reflected within the framework of his eloquent poetic language.

The necessity of this type of research is noteworthy from three perspectives. First, this
research addresses the existing gap in studies related to ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah’s poetry, as
the literary and poetic dimension of his personality (especially in the context of integrat-
ing philosophy and literature) has received less attention. Second, this study constitutes a
step towards the development of interdisciplinary research. Third, by demonstrating the
extensive capacity of poetic language in conveying philosophical concepts, this research
enhances the credibility of Persian poetry as a mirror for expressing the most profound
philosophical concepts.

Method

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library resourc-
es, has examined the manifestation of the foundations of Transcendent Theosophy in the
ghazals of ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah Amuli, which total 142 poems.

Results

The findings of this research indicate that several foundational principles of Transcen-
dent Theosophy are beautifully reflected in ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah Amuli’s ghazals.
Among these principles are the unity of the reality of existence and the multiplicity of its
manifestations, the pervasion of love in existence, the pervasion of knowledge and life
in existence, the order and goodness of the system of existence, the unity of the knower
and the known, the relationship between the soul and the body, and the influence of moral
dispositions (Malakat) on the formation of imaginal forms.

Regarding the first principle, ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah maintains that Mulla Sadra, in his
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final view on existence and beings, ultimately resorts to mysticism and attains the prin-
ciple of the unity of the reality of existence and the multiplicity of its manifestations.
This profound monistic perspective, which emerges from the synthesis of philosophical
rationality with revealed doctrines and mystical intuition in Transcendent Theosophy, is
eloquently woven throughout ‘Allamah’s ghazals.

Closely related to this is the principle of the pervasion of love in existence. Mulla Sadra
establishes that love permeates all of existence, such that no being exists without a share
of divine love and affection embedded within its nature. ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah has mas-
terfully captured this theme in his poetry, giving lyrical expression to the idea that love is
not merely a human emotion but a cosmic reality.

From the pervasion of love follows the pervasion of knowledge and life in existence,
for love is meaningless without life and consciousness. As Mulla Sadra reminds us, the
universality of love points to the universality of life and knowledge. Consequently, all
beings are alive and knowing, engaged in praising and glorifying their true Beloved. This
teaching, too, finds beautiful expression in ‘Allamah’s ghazals.

Another principle reflected in his poetry is the order and goodness of the system of
existence. In Sadrian philosophy, the system of creation is the best possible system, char-
acterized by ultimate order and firmness, as it manifests the essential knowledge of the
All-High Truth. ‘Allamah refers to this cosmic order in his ghazals, celebrating the harmo-
ny and perfection of creation.

The principle of the union of the knower and the known also appears in his poems. Ac-
cording to this rule, as human knowledge increases, existence itself intensifies. The reality
of a human being is therefore nothing but their knowledge. Knowledge illuminates the
soul and unites with it, and together with action, constructs human identity. This profound
epistemological insight is poetically rendered in ‘Allamah’s verses.

The relationship between the soul and the body constitutes another principle reflected
in his ghazals. The human soul is an immaterial, simple reality possessing a divine shad-
ow-like unity (al-Wahdah al-Zilltyah al-Ilahiyah). Just as God does not possess numerical
unity but rather the real true unity (al-Wahdah al-Haqqah al-Haqiqiyah), under whose do-
minion all multiplicities of the world fall, the human soul is a shadow of this unity. Within
its own kingdom, no second or partner can be assumed for it; despite its immateriality
and simplicity, it encompasses all its limbs, organs, faculties, and multiplicities. Thus, the
soul is a single, extended reality that embraces its domain from the lowest to the highest
level, and the material body is not a reality separate from the soul but rather one of its
manifestations.

Finally, ‘Allamah’s ghazals reflect the principle of the influence of moral dispositions
(Malakat) on the formation of imaginal forms. Based on Sadrian principles, he points out
that while a human being possesses a material human form, their inner and otherworldly
form is shaped according to their moral dispositions. Through habits and dispositions,
one might assume the form of an animal—or even various animals—or, as Mulla Sadra
expresses, might ascend so high as to be counted among the angels. This eschatological
and ethical insight is given vivid poetic expression in ‘Allamah’s work.
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Conclusion

Through the analysis of these poems, the present study has illuminated a lesser-known
dimension of ‘Allamah’s personality. Furthermore, this research has revealed that the lan-
guage of poetry can be considered a firm bridge between the world of weighty philosoph-
ical concepts and the delicate world of literature. Especially since Transcendent Theoso-
phy is a rare synthesis of demonstrative rationalism, revealed knowledge, and mystical
unveiling, it can be claimed that when the “peak of content” of Transcendent Theosophy
is placed within the “peak of form” of poetry—which is considered the highest mode of
expression—an unparalleled result emerges: the creation of a work that is not only sub-
lime in content but has also reached perfection in terms of form, structure, and method
of conveying meaning. This connection leads to a more tangible expression of profound
philosophical concepts and emphasizes the vast capacity of poetic language as an endur-
ing and influential framework for re-reading and recreating the foundational concepts of
Transcendent Theosophy.
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