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Abstract

ayyid Nitr al-Din Araki, known as Aqa Niir al-Din al- ‘iraqi, is
S regarded as a prominent contemporary scholar. Despite his
complete mastery in the fields of jurisprudence (Figh), princi-
ples of jurisprudence ("Usiil), and Qur anic exegesis (Tafsir), he is also
considered an authority in the rational sciences. In this research, the au-
thors employ a descriptive-analytical method to extract and explain the
opinions and theories of this prominent figure in the field of anthropology,
and to briefly apply these theories to the foundations of Transcendent Wis-
dom (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah). Among the most important components
of al- ‘irdaqr’s anthropology are: belief'in the sacred as the criterion of hu-
man rationality; human existence as a microcosm corresponding to the
existence of the macrocosm, the human soul as a mobile and evolving re-
ality; the elemental body and the super-soul as the two lower and higher
levels of the human soul; reaching God as the ultimate goal and perfection
of the human soul; harmony between human action and existential form;
faith as the main factor in the strength and perfection of the human soul;
and the removal of egoism as the wisdom behind establishing religious
rituals. The brief application of these components to the foundations of
Transcendent Wisdom shows that they are applicable to and interpretable
through certain fundamental principles of Transcendent Wisdom, such as
the eternal necessity and infinity of God, God and His manifestations be-
ing the totality of perfection, the substantial motion of the soul, the unity of
the soul and the body, the union of knowledge, the knower, and the known,
and the reciprocal relation of states between the soul and the body. The
purpose of this application is to explain the use that al- iraqt, as a promi-
nent jurist and exegete, has made of the capacities of Transcendent Wis-
dom — an explanation that itself bears witness to the sublimity of Sadrian
wisdom, enriched by its religious and Qur anic character:

Cite this article: Famil-Dardashty, S.; Hasan-Beygi, M. (2025). Components of Aqa
Nir al-Din al-‘iraqi’s Anthropology and Its Brief Application to the Foundations of
Transcendent Wisdom: An Analytical-Theoretical Rereading. Zszamic Philosophical
Doctrines, 20(37), 179-208. https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2025.7692.1667

@. 5 © The Author(s). Publisher: Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.



mailto:famildardashtysaeedfamil%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:mehrdadhasanb%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-3868-3608
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7182-8214

Sorirem N3y 830 Jolbgans / o g By ol gl ol sl sloarlge g - Llos Sls5b ||||||||||||||||||||||

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The present research aims to extract and explain the opinions and theories of Aqa Nar
al-Din al-‘iraqi, a prominent figure in the field of anthropology, and to briefly apply
these theories to the foundations of Transcendent Wisdom (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah).
The main goal of this research is to explain the use that al-‘iraqi, as a prominent jurist
and commentator, has made of the capacities of wisdom in explaining his opinions. No
significant research has been conducted so far on the thoughts of al-‘iraqi, and this work
plays the role of a pioneering step in the field. On this basis, the presentation of topics
such as ‘belief in the sacred as the criterion of human rationality,” ‘human existence as
a microcosm corresponding to the existence of the macrocosm,” ‘the human soul as a
mobile and evolving reality,” ‘the elemental body and the super-soul as two lower and
higher levels of the human soul,” ‘reaching God as the ultimate goal and perfection of
the human soul,” harmony between human action and existential form,” ‘faith as the
main factor in the strength and perfection of the human soul,” and ‘the elimination of
egoism as the wisdom behind establishing religious rituals’ in al-‘iraqi’s thought, and
their application to the foundations of Transcendent Wisdom, are considered the dis-
tinctive features of this research. The audience of this research is both seminary and
academic scholars.

Method

This research is a theoretical-fundamental study conducted using a descriptive-ana-
lytical method. The data were collected through library research, focusing on the extant
works of Aqa Niir al-Din al-‘iraqi, including his writings in jurisprudence, Qur’anic
exegesis, and rational theology, as well as primary sources of Transcendent Wisdom
(al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), particularly the works of Mulla Sadra and his major com-
mentators. The research proceeded in three stages. First, the relevant texts were ex-
amined to extract al-‘iraqi’s explicit and implicit views on human nature, the soul, the
body, and the ultimate goal of human existence. Second, the extracted components were
systematically categorized into key anthropological themes, such as the criterion of ra-
tionality, the microcosm-macrocosm correspondence, the nature of the soul, and the role
of faith and religious rituals. Third, each of these components was compared with the
foundational principles of Transcendent Wisdom in order to identify points of conver-
gence and applicability. The comparative analysis was guided by standard philosoph-
ical principles including the primacy of existence (Asalah al-wujiid), substantial mo-
tion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah), and the union of the knower and the known (Ittihad
al-‘aqil wa al-Ma'qil). Throughout the research, methodological rigor was maintained
by ensuring accurate citation, avoiding anachronistic interpretations, and respecting the
intellectual context of each thinker.
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Findings

The application of issues raised in Agqa Nir al-Din al-‘irdqi’s anthropology to the
principles and foundations of Transcendent Wisdom is evident in several respects.
These include: the view that belief in the sacred is the criterion of human rationality;
the conception of human existence as a microcosm in accordance with the existence of
the macrocosm; the understanding of the human soul as a mobile and evolving reality;
the distinction between the elemental body and the super-soul as two lower and higher
levels of the human soul; the idea that reaching God is the ultimate goal and perfection
of the human soul; the harmony between human action and existential form; the notion
that faith is the main factor in the strength and perfection of the human soul; and the
understanding that the removal of egoism is the wisdom behind establishing religious
rituals. All of these themes, as articulated in ‘iraqi’s anthropology, demonstrate a clear
applicability to the principles and foundations of Transcendent Wisdom.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that Aqa Niir al-Din al-‘iraqi’s anthropological views,
though articulated within the framework of jurisprudence and Qur’anic exegesis, are
systematically congruent with several foundational principles of Transcendent Wisdom.
The view that belief in the sacred is the criterion of human rationality corresponds di-
rectly to the Sadrian principle of the infinity of the Necessary Being (God), for it is
only through acknowledging the Absolute that human reason finds its true measure.
Likewise, al-‘iraqi’s conception of the human being as a microcosm that mirrors the
macrocosm reflects the principle of the correspondence of worlds (Tatabugq al-‘awalim),
a cornerstone of Sadrian cosmology. His understanding of the soul as a mobile and
evolving reality anticipates, and is fully compatible with, Mulla Sadra’s theory of sub-
stantial motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah) and the doctrine of corporeal origination
and spiritual subsistence (Jismaniyat al-Hudtith wa Riihaniyat al-Baqa’). The distinction
between the elemental body and the super-soul as the two lowest and highest levels of
the human soul finds its ontological ground in the Sadrian gradation of worlds, from the
material to the purely intelligible. Finally, al-‘iraqi’s assertion that reaching God is the
ultimate perfection of the soul is consistent with the possibility of motion in abstract
beings, a subtle but crucial development in Transcendent Wisdom. These convergences
suggest that al-‘iraqi, far from being a mere jurist, deliberately employed the philo-
sophical capacities of Sadrian wisdom to deepen and refine his religious anthropology,
thereby demonstrating the mutual enrichment of Figh, exegesis, and philosophy in the
later Islamic intellectual tradition.

Conclusion

This study has extracted and systematically articulated the main components of Aga
Nir al-Din al-‘iraqi’s anthropology, including the criteria of rationality, the micro-
cosm-macrocosm relation, the dynamic nature of the soul, the hierarchical levels of the
human being, and the ultimate goal of union with God. Each of these components has
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been shown to be applicable to fundamental principles of Transcendent Wisdom, such
as the infinity of the Necessary Being (God), the correspondence of worlds, substantial
motion, the gradation of existence, and the possibility of motion in abstract realities.
The brief application confirms that al-‘iraqi, a prominent jurist and exegete, effectively
drew upon the resources of Sadrian philosophy to ground his anthropological views, a
fact that itself testifies to the unique ability of Transcendent Wisdom to integrate rational
demonstration with religious and Qur’anic insights. Future research may extend this
comparative approach to other figures in the later Islamic scholarly tradition and explore
the practical implications of these anthropological principles for the understanding of
religious rituals and moral psychology.
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