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Abstract

he question of cognitive capacity in Artificial Intelligence (A1) consti-
T tutes one of the fundamental challenges at the intersection of the
philosophy of mind and modern cognitive technology. This article
seeks to critique the foundation of knowledge (‘ilm) in Al systems
based on the theory of the unity of the knower and the known (Ittihad al- ‘aqil wa
al-Ma ‘qil) in Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah). Employing
an analytical-comparative approach and relying on the principles of Islamic
philosophy, the present research undertakes a conceptual and critical examina-
tion of the nature of knowledge in Al and its comparison with presential knowl-
edge (al- ilm al-Hudiirt) in Sadrian philosophy. In the theory of the unity of the
knower and the known, knowledge is a mode of existence that entails agency, the
immateriality of the soul (Tajarrud al-Nafs), and the presence of the known to the
knower, whereas AI merely processes data without awareness or presential per-
ception. This distinction not only reveals that knowledge in Al lacks existential
foundation and constitutes mere quasi-perception, but also carries epistemolog-
ical and ethical implications. According to the presented analysis, machine intel-
ligence systems, due to their lack of presential knowledge, are devoid of charac-
teristics such as intention (Niyyah), purpose (Qasd), and moral responsibility.
Consequently, jurisprudential concepts such as intent (Qasd) and deliberateness
(Ta ‘ammud), which are based on conscious agency, are not applicable to Al, and
human legal and ethical judgments cannot be attributed to them.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of cognitive attribution in Artificial Intelligence (Al) is a fundamen-
tal challenge at the intersection of the philosophy of mind and modern cognitive tech-
nologies. With remarkable advancements in simulating human cognitive behaviors by
intelligent systems, a crucial question arises: does what occurs within these systems
constitute true knowledge (‘ilm) in the philosophical sense, or is it merely algorithmic
representations devoid of existential reality? Examining this issue from the perspective
of Islamic philosophy, particularly Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah
al-Muta‘aliyah), can offer novel insights into the nature of knowledge and the boundar-
ies of cognition in the age of technology.

This research aims to critique the epistemic foundation of Al’s cognitive structure
based on the theory of the Unity of the Knower and the Known (Ittihad al-"aqil wa al-
Ma‘qul). The main research question is: can Al systems possess genuine knowledge
as defined philosophically within Transcendent Philosophy? The hypothesis posits that
despite their processing capabilities, these systems lack existential presence, immate-
riality (Tajarrud), and an agentive knower, and what transpires within them is merely
algorithmic processing lacking cognitive reality. The significance of this study lies in
clarifying the epistemic and ethical boundaries of Al technology and its implications for
fields such as decision-making, ethics, and jurisprudence (Figh).

Method

This research adopts an analytical-comparative approach, relying on the principles of
Islamic philosophy, particularly Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy. The methodol-
ogy is based on a conceptual and critical analysis of the nature of knowledge in Al and
its comparison with the notions of presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-HudurT) and the the-
ory of the Unity of the Knower and the Known in Sadrian philosophy. The research data
comprises primary philosophical texts (e.g., al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah fi al-Asfar al-
‘aqltyah al-Arba‘ah), contemporary works in Western philosophy of mind (e.g., by John
Searle and David Chalmers), and sources related to the philosophy of technology and
Al Data collection was conducted through library research, and analysis was performed
using interpretive and comparative methods. The research stages include: explaining
the foundations of knowledge in Transcendent Philosophy, describing the structure of
cognition in Al, conducting a comparative analysis between these two frameworks, and
finally, inferring epistemological and ethical conclusions.

Findings

This study reveals fundamental ontological distinctions between genuine knowledge
and artificial intelligence processing. According to Sadrian texts, genuine knowledge—
especially presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-Hudtir)—is a mode of existence, not merely
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a mental representation. This knowledge rests on three essential pillars. First, an im-
material and conscious knowing agent is required: only the human soul (Nafs), which
achieves immateriality through substantial motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah), can be
the agent of knowledge. The soul, as an immaterial substance, is a unified, self-aware
“I” capable of hosting the known. Second, there must be existential presence of the
known: in presential knowledge, the known is present to the knower not through con-
cepts or mental forms but in its very existence, and this presence is immediate and
direct. Third, there must be existential unity of the knower and the known: this presence
leads to a true union between the existence of the knower and the known, such that in
the state of presential knowledge, distinction and duality dissolve. This union is an on-
tological unity, not merely a logical or functional connection.

Examining the architecture of Al systems, with reference to sources such as Russell
and Norvig and philosophical analyses by Searle and Floridi, reveals that cognition in
these systems lacks the three aforementioned pillars. Al lacks any “soul,” “self-aware-
ness,” or unified knowing “I;” these systems are sets of algorithms, mathematical func-
tions, and statistical weights executed on material hardware, with no immaterial center
capable of existential agency. Furthermore, data in Al is processed as symbols, numeri-
cal vectors, and statistical patterns. Even in the most advanced deep neural networks, the
system merely discovers and imitates statistical relationships between data points, with
no objective, existential presence of the “known” in-itself occurring within the system.
Additionally, no ontological unity is established between the Al system and its data; the
relationship is purely causal-computational and based on syntactic rules. The system
does not comprehend the meaning of the data but merely follows their patterns, lacking
semantic understanding.

Direct comparison of the two structures confirms the main hypothesis. The condition
of conscious agency is not met in Al, as it lacks intrinsic will, intention, and conscious-
ness. This aligns with John Searle’s “Chinese Room” thought experiment, demonstrat-
ing that manipulating symbols without understanding meaning is not equivalent to per-
ception. The condition of existential presence of the known is also not met in Al, as
what is present are mathematical representations, not the existence of the known. This
ontological gap stems from the material nature of Al’s infrastructure. The condition of
existential unity is philosophically impossible for Al, as unity requires the immateriality
of both knower and known, whereas Al operates entirely within a material framework
and external relations. Sub-hypotheses such as “Al lacks immateriality” and “process-
ing in Al is not equivalent to knowledge” are fully confirmed. Even remarkable behav-
ioral similarities do not alter these ontological judgments, as functional similarity is not
equal to ontological identity.

Based on these analyses, none of the necessary conditions for realizing genuine knowl-
edge—as explained in the theory of the Unity of the Knower and the Known—exist in
Al systems. Therefore, claims of “cognition” or “perception” regarding these systems
lack philosophical validity and can, at best, be termed “pseudo-cognition” or behavioral
simulation of cognition. This conclusion is not merely about practical efficacy but is an
ontological and epistemological judgment.
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Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research and relying on the theory of the Unity of the
Knower and the Known in Transcendent Philosophy, it can be concluded that Al sys-
tems, due to the absolute absence of presential knowledge, immateriality of the soul,
and conscious existential agency, cannot possess knowledge in the true philosophical
sense. This fundamental ontological and epistemological distinction has significant im-
plications. The most important consequence is the impossibility of attributing charac-
teristics such as intention (Qasd), conscious will, and moral responsibility to Al. Key
jurisprudential-ethical concepts like “intent” (Qasd) and “deliberateness” (Ta‘ammud),
which are based on conscious agency, do not apply to these systems. Consequently,
legal, ethical, and religious judgments specific to the conscious human agent are not
attributable to Al

This research emphasizes the necessity of accurately understanding the limits and
nature of Al's functionalities and warns that conflating machine pseudo-cognition with
genuine human knowledge can lead to misconceptions in the realms of ethics, law, and
the philosophy of technology. It is suggested that when employing these technologies in
sensitive domains, the irreplaceable position of the human agent as the sole possessor of
presential knowledge and bearer of moral responsibility should always be considered.
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