Islamic Philosophical Doctrines

Print: 2251- 9386
Online: 2783- 4026

A Comparative Analysis of Mulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddiqin
and Antony Flew’s Critiques of the Metaphysical Foundations of
the Proofs for God’s Existence

A Muhammad Haydari-Fard **

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Basic and Applied
Sciences, Kermanshah University of Technology, Kermanshah, Iran. Email: m.heydarifard@kut.ac.ir

i
L2 Article Info
o%e
B

Article type:
Research Article

Received: 23 July 2025
Revised: 15 October 2025
Accepted: 23 December 2025
Available Online: 30 Decem-
ber 2025

Keywords:

Burhan al-Siddigin (Proof
of the Truthful), Mulla
Sadra, Antony Flew,
Existential Causality,
Analytic Philosophy of
Religion.

Abstract

ulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddigin (Proof of the Truthful), as one of
M the most significant formulations of the proof for God s existence in

Islamic philosophy, is based on the principles of the principality of
existence (Asalat al-Wujiid), the gradation of existence (Tashkik al-Wujiid),
and an ontological interpretation of causality. In this respect, it differs funda-
mentally from essence-based and classical cosmological arguments. In con-
trast, Antony Flew, as a prominent figure of analytic atheism in the twentieth
century, advanced extensive critiques against the proofs for God’s existence,
focusing mainly on the Aristotelian-Thomistic argument from causality, the
teleological argument, and explanations based on essentialist and empirically
grounded causality. The central question of this research is whether these cri-
tiques - given Flews epistemological and semantic presuppositions - apply
also to the ontological structure and the interpretation of causality in Mulla
Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddigin. The present study, employing conceptual and com-
parative analysis and comparing the metaphysical foundations of the two tra-
ditions-Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘alivah) and analytic
philosophy of religion-examines the relationship between Flew's critiques and
the Burhan al-Siddigin. The findings indicate that the reason Flew's critiques
do not extend to the Burhan al-Siddigin lies in the fundamental difference be-
tween the two conceptions of causality and explanation. Flew's critiques are
directed at a model of empirical and essence-based causality that is meaning-
ful within the framework of classical cosmological arguments, whereas the
Burhan al-Siddigin is based on an analysis of “existence as such” (al-Wujid
bi ma Huwa Wujid), the gradational continuum of the degrees of being, and
the existential necessity of the Necessary Existent (Wajib al-Wujiid), and is not
essentially a kind of event-based or empirical explanation. Therefore, the
Burhan al-Siddigin not only falls outside the direct scope of Flew’s critiques
but can also, through a conceptual reformulation, provide capacities for dia-
logue and the reconstruction of proofs for Gods existence in the context of
contemporary philosophy of religion.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of proving the existence of God is one of the most fundamental and enduring
issues in the history of philosophy, formulated in various ways across different philosophical
traditions-from ancient Greek philosophy to Islamic philosophy and contemporary philos-
ophy of religion. In Islamic philosophy, numerous proofs have been advanced for the exis-
tence of God, each grounded in specific principles such as temporal origination (Hudiith),
essential contingency (Imkan al-Mahaw1), or natural order. Among these, the Burhan al-Sid-
digin (the Proof of the Truthful) occupies a distinguished position because of its unique
structure; unlike classical cosmological arguments, it does not proceed from creatures or
phenomena of the natural world toward God, but rather begins directly from the analysis of
existence itself.

Mulla Sadra’s formulation of the Burhan al-Siddiqm, especially within the framework
of Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), is based on principles such as the
principality of existence (Asalat al-Wujtd), the gradation of existence (Tashkik al-Wujiid),
and an ontological interpretation of causality. These principles constitute a specific meta-
physical structure in which reality is conceived not as a collection of independent quiddities
(Mahiyyat) but as a continuum of existential degrees differing in intensity and weakness.
Within such a framework, the Necessary Existent (Wajib al-Wujtd) is posited as the highest,
most intense, and most independent degree of existence.

In contrast, in twentieth-century analytic philosophy of religion, Antony Flew, with an
empiricist and language-centered approach, leveled extensive critiques against the proofs
for God’s existence. These critiques are mainly directed at arguments that rely on empiri-
cal causality, inductive generalizations, or conceptually analyzable notions of quiddity. The
central question of this research is whether these critiques-given Flew’s epistemological and
semantic presuppositions-also apply to Mulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddiqin, or whether this
proof essentially falls outside the scope of those critiques. Addressing this question can clar-
ify the position of the Burhan al-Siddiqin in the dialogue between Islamic philosophy and
contemporary philosophy of religion.

Research Method

The present research is a theoretical, fundamental, and philosophical study conducted
through conceptual and comparative analysis. In the first step, the metaphysical founda-
tions of Transcendent Theosophy, especially the principles of the principality of existence
and the gradation of existence, are analyzed in order to achieve a precise understanding of
the structure of Mulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddiqin. At this stage, an effort has been made to
reconstruct the Sadrian formulation of the proof without reducing it to the mold of classical
cosmological arguments.

In the second step, the most important critiques of Antony Flew against the proofs of
God’s existence-especially those concerning causality, metaphysical explanation, and the
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semantics of religious propositions-are extracted and analyzed. In the third step, these two
systems of thought are compared with respect to their ontological, epistemological, and
methodological presuppositions. The comparative method of the research has been designed
so as to avoid imposing the assumptions of one philosophical tradition upon the other, allow-
ing each system of thought to be understood within its own conceptual framework.

Findings

The comparative analysis shows that Mulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddigin-in terms of its
ontological foundations, its explanatory model, and the kind of causality it presupposes-op-
erates on a horizon different from the proofs for God’s existence that Antony Flew made
the object of his critique. In Transcendent Theosophy, the principle of the principality of
existence serves as the basis for explaining reality; existence is regarded as objective reality,
the source of effectuation, influence, and causality, whereas quiddity (Mahiyyah) is merely
a mental construct and a tool for conceptual analysis. Accordingly, any philosophical expla-
nation of reality, including causal explanation, must necessarily be conducted on the basis
of existence and its degrees, not on the basis of quidditative concepts or purely linguistic
analyses.

Within the framework of the gradation of existence (Tashkik al-Wujiid), being is under-
stood as a continuum of degrees of intensity and weakness, and the difference among ex-
istents lies not in the principle of the reality of existence but in its degree, simplicity, and
existential independence. This conception entails a particular interpretation of causality, in
which causality is not an external and accidental relation between two independent entities,
but rather an internal and ontological relation between two degrees of a single reality. The
cause is a more intense, more perfect, and more independent degree of existence, and the
effect is a weaker and more dependent degree that is nothing but a more limited manifesta-
tion of the very existence of the cause. Consequently, causality in Transcendent Theosophy
is not a matter of event-based, mechanical, or empirical explanations; rather, it provides an
ontological explanation of the dependence of the degrees of being upon one another.

In contrast, an examination of Antony Flew’s critiques reveals that these critiques are
mainly directed at arguments that rely on empirical causal models, inductive generalizations,
or linguistically analyzable quidditative concepts. Flew, with his empiricist and semantic
presuppositions, calls into question the efficacy of metaphysical explanations that, in his
view, are neither testable nor formulable within the framework of meaningful language.
However, the Burhan al-Siddigin does not claim to offer a scientific or empirical explana-
tion of the natural world; rather, it presents an analysis of the structure of existence as such
(al-Wujud bi ma Huwa Wujiid), and in this respect it falls outside the main scope of those
critiques.

Within this framework, the Necessary Existent (W3ajib al-Wujtd) in the Burhan al-Sid-
diqgin is neither an explanatory hypothesis to fill epistemic gaps nor an entity alongside other
entities, but rather the ultimate necessity inherent in the structure of the hierarchical degrees
of existence. The gradational degrees of existence, due to the intrinsic dependence of weaker
degrees upon more intense degrees, cannot continue infinitely and inevitably terminate in
a degree whose existence is subsistent by itself (Qa’im bi al-Dhat), uncaused, simple, and
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self-sufficient. Hence, the Burhan al-Siddigin, without recourse to quidditative concepts,
empirical relations, or linguistic analyses, begins from the very reality of existence and ar-
rives at the necessity of the Necessary Existent.

The outcome of these analyses indicates that Mulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddiqin-not only in
its argumentative form but also in its metaphysical foundations and type of explanation-op-
erates at a level different from the proofs critiqued by Antony Flew, and a direct extension of
those critiques to this proof would amount to ignoring the fundamental differences between
the two philosophical systems.

Conclusion

The main conclusion of this research is that Antony Flew’s critiques cannot be directly
extended to Mulla Sadra’s Burhan al-Siddigin. This inapplicability is rooted in the funda-
mental difference between the two conceptions of causality, explanation, and reality. The
Burhan al-Siddigin is not based on event-based and empirical explanations, but rather on an
ontological analysis of existence, presenting the Necessary Existent as the ultimate necessity
within the structure of the degrees of existence. Therefore, this proof can provide an alterna-
tive model for rethinking the problem of proving God’s existence in contemporary philos-
ophy of religion and can create the possibility of a serious dialogue between Transcendent
Theosophy and analytic philosophy.
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