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A Critical Examination of the Status of Theoretical Intellect in Religious
Knowledge within the School of Ibn ‘Arabi, with Emphasis on the Works of
Sadr al-Din Qinawl

Abstract

The examination of the scope and functions of theoretical intellect in the cognition
of religious knowledge constitutes one of the fundamental issues in the thought of
Muslim intellectuals. Sadr al-Din Qunawt and his commentators, through various
arguments, emphasize the inadequacy and limitations of theoretical intellect in
comprehending and explicating religious truths. QUnaw1 maintains that, due to its
inherently limited and conditioned nature, theoretical intellect is incapable of
attaining complete knowledge of divine realities, particularly insofar as the
disagreements among philosophers on numerous issues indicate its inability to reach
ultimate certainty. This study, employing an analytical—critical methodology, argues
that although intellectual cognitions pertain to universal concepts and meanings,
they are intrinsically free from the constraints of particulars and possess the capacity
for demonstrative analysis and inference with respect to many: aspects of religious
knowledge. By relying on self-evident and universal premises, theoretical intellect
can attain an understanding of concepts such as true unity and the manner in which
multiplicity emanates from the One. Accordingly, mere <35l of philosophical
opinions does not undermine the validity of theoretical intellect, since reason, even
in cases of disagreement, retains the ability. to adjudicate the truth or falsity of
claims by returning to first principles. The study further suggests that in certain
arguments advanced by Qiinaw1, a conflation and fallacy arise from confusing the
judgments of the estimative faculty—whichapprehends particular meanings—with
the cognitions of theoretical intellect, which are exclusively concerned with
universals. This confusion has led to an inaccurate assessment of the capacity of
reason in the domain of religious knowledge.
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