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he problem of Tashkik (gradation of being) is among the most fun-
T damental issues in Islamic philosophy, playing a decisive role in
the formation of Transcendent Theosophy and the transition from
the principiality of quiddity (Asalat al-Mahiyyah) to the principiality of exis-
tence (Asalat al-Wujiid). This concept was a focal point of precise reflection
and profound philosophical debate in the School of Shiraz, particularly among
philosophers such as Jalal al-Din al-Dawani, Ghiyath al-Din al-Dashtaki, and
‘Allamah Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi. Employing a descriptive-analytical ap-
proach and based on a study of Mulla ‘Abd Allah Yazdi's treatise Al-Tashkik
and his glosses on Qishji’s commentary on Tajrid al-I tigad, the present re-
search examines the evolution of his view from an inclination toward the prin-
cipiality of quiddity to his final emphasis on the principiality of existence. The
research method is comparative textual analysis based on a comparison of the
views of al-Dawani, al-Dashtaki, and al-Yazdi, along with an extraction of al-
Yazdr's final position from his philosophical and logical glosses. The findings
indicate that Mulla ‘Abd Allah was initially aligned with his teacher, Ghiyath
al-Din al-Dashtaki, in accepting Tashkik in quiddities. However; in his final
reflections, he explicitly affirmed the principiality of existence and the conven-
tionality (I tibari) of quiddity, confining the domain of Tashkik exclusively to
the external reality of existence. This shift in perspective laid the groundwork
for connecting the intellectual currents of the School of Shiraz to the founda-
tions of Sadrian Transcendent Theosophy. Consequently, al-Yazdi's theory can
be regarded as one of the evolutionary links in Islamic philosophy s transition
from conceptual Tashkik to existential Tashkik—a link whose role in connect-
ing the ideas of the School of Shiraz with the School of Isfahan and the forma-
tion of Mulla Sadra's philosophy is fundamental.
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Extended Abstract

Statement of the Problem

In the history of Islamic philosophy, contrary to the traditional notion of intellectual
stagnation between the eras of Nasir al-Din al-TiisT and Mirdamad, the School of Shiraz
functioned as a vital nexus for the convergence and contention of Mashsha'1 (Peripatet-
ic), Ishraqt (Illuminationist), and mystical currents. Within this intellectual milieu, the
problem of Tashkik—the gradation of being—became one of the most pivotal subjects
of debate, primarily because the three main schools proposed divergent interpretations.

The core issue of this research is tracing the evolutionary trajectory of this concept
in the doctrines of ‘Allamah Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi, a central figure in the School
of Shiraz. This research is positioned in direct contrast to the dominant intellectual tra-
dition of that period, which was predicated upon the principiality of quiddity (Asalat
al-Mahiyyah):

The Tradition of al-Dawant: ‘Allamah Jalal al-Din al-Dawani, based on a specific
interpretation of Wahdat al-Wujud (unity of being)—intertwined with mystical intu-
ition—considered being exclusively inherent in the Essence of the Necessary Existent,
thus affirming the principiality of quiddity. According to this view, truly made entities
(Maj ‘alat) are the quiddities, and Tashkik operates within the domain of quiddities.

The Tradition of Dashtakis: Specifically, Amir Ghiyath al-Din Manstr al-DashtakT,
heavily influenced by Illuminationist philosophy, strongly inclined toward the princip-
iality of quiddity. He regarded being merely as a mental and conventional concept that
is not the true object of creation (Ja‘l). Consequently, although he admitted Tashakkuk
in the concept of being (al-Tashkik al-‘ammi or general gradation), he fundamentally
believed in the principiality of quiddities and treated the degrees of being merely as
contingent attributes.

Given that the dominant tradition of the School of Shiraz (influenced by al-Dawant
and the Dashtakis) leaned toward the principiality of quiddity and gradation within
quiddities, the present study seeks to ascertain at which stage of his intellectual maturity
Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazd1 distanced himself from this tradition to assert the principial-
ity of being (Asalat al-Wujiid) and its metaphysical implications regarding Tashkik. For
author, this transformation in al-Yazdt’s thought is regarded as the catalyst for breaking
away from Ishraqi foundations and paving the theoretical ground for Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Theosophy.

Historically, this research aims to re-establish the role of the School of Shiraz in bridg-
ing Mashsha'1, Ishraqi, mystical, and Kalami philosophies, correcting the misconcep-
tion of an era of decline in Islamic philosophy and revealing its dynamism during the
8th to 11th centuries AH.

Method

The research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a philosoph-
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ical-historical approach. First, the historical context of the School of Shiraz and the po-
sition of Tashkik among various schools were examined. Subsequently, through philo-
sophical exegesis of Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi’s works and marginalia, his views were
extracted and analyzed. Primary sources include al-Yazdi’s annotations on al-Dawant’s
marginalia on Tajrid al-I‘tigad, al-Taftazant’s al-Tahdhib al-Mantiq, and his manuscript
treatise al-Tashkik. Furthermore, manuscript comparison and content analysis were uti-
lized to reconstruct the evolution of his views regarding the principiality of quiddity
versus the principiality of being.

Findings

A review of al-Yazdi’s philosophical works reveals that in his early career, influenced
by the Illuminationist school and his teacher Ghiyath al-Din al-Dashtaki, he inclined
toward the principiality of quiddity, viewing gradation as applicable to quiddities as well
as to the accidental attributes of contingent beings. However, in his mature philosoph-
ical period, particularly in his later annotations on al-Qiishji’s commentary, he moved
beyond this stance to emphasize the principiality of being and the conventional status of
quiddity. At this stage, he accepted Tashkik exclusively within the objective reality of
being, explicitly affirming the degrees of intensity and weakness of existence.

In his analysis of Tashkik, al-Yazdt establishes a connection between logic and on-
tology: on one hand, contrary to the purely logical approach in the Mashsha’1 school,
he links the true predication of concepts to the degrees of being; on the other hand, by
emphasizing the degrees of being, he demonstrates the role of Tashkik in explaining the
unity and plurality of existence. Thus, he is considered the transitional link between the
Ishraqt thought of al-Dashtakt and the dialectical philosophy of al-Dawani, leading to
the system of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy.

Conclusion

Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi stands as a pivotal figure in the evolution of Islamic phi-
losophy, serving as the crucial link between the School of Shiraz and the emergence of
Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy. A precise analysis of his works reveals a pro-
found intellectual transformation: he progressively distanced himself from the concep-
tual and logical gradation prevalent in earlier traditions to arrive at a robust conception
of gradation within the external reality of being itself. In this mature phase, al-Yazdi
treated quiddity as purely conventional in contrast to the principial reality of being,
affirming that existence possesses successive degrees of intensity and weakness. From
this perspective, his reflections mark a turning point in the trajectory of Islamic philos-
ophy, signaling a definitive move beyond the conceptual systems of the Peripatetics
and Illuminationists toward the existential perspective that would come to define Tran-
scendent Theosophy. Understanding al-Yazd1’s theory of Tashkik is therefore essential
not only for comprehending the distinctive position of the School of Shiraz but also for
grasping the dynamism of Islamic philosophy as it evolved from the medieval centuries
into the Safavid era.
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