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Abstract

his research employs an analytical-critical method to examine
T and evaluate the effectiveness of Fayyad al-Lahijt’s defenses of
Muhaqqiq al-KhafiTs proofs for the Necessary Existent (Wajib
al-Wujid) in the face of Mulla Sadra’s critiques. The present
study focuses on a comparative analysis of al-Lahiji’s formulations — in-
cluding his conceptual distinctions concerning essential (Dhati) and tem-
poral (Zamani) priority and the principle that “the possible qua possible
stands in need of a cause” — in light of Mulla Sadra’s fundamental objec-
tions. The results indicate that al-Lahiji, by offering a methodical recon-
struction, strengthened the foundation of al-KhafiTs reasoning. However,
according to the findings, his defenses are deficient in certain respects,
particularly in distinguishing existence qua existent from existence qua
attribute, when compared to Mulla Sadra s responses. 1t is concluded that
al-Lahiji’s contribution represents a methodological effort at foundational
reconstruction, but the key contribution and distinctive feature of this re-
search reside in providing a precise, documented, critical assessment of
the sufficiency of those defenses against Mulla Sadrd’s final critique,
thereby highlighting these limitations in the evolution of the ontological

proof.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of proving the Necessary Existent (W3ajib al-Wujtid) is one of the most
fundamental issues in Islamic philosophy and rational theology, and has long occupied
a central place in the philosophical and theological systems of Muslims. From the earli-
est periods onward, Muslim philosophers have sought to present rational proofs for the
existence of God by employing logical principles and metaphysical foundations. Among
these, the argument from contingency and necessity (Imkan wa Wujib) and its various
formulations is considered one of the most significant lines of reasoning in the tradition
of Islamic philosophy. In the course of the development of these proofs, thinkers such as
Muhaqqiq al-Khafi1, Fayyad al-Lahiji, and Sadr al-Muta’allihin (Mulla Sadra) played
important roles in formulating, criticizing, and reconstructing them.

Muhaqqiq al-Khafi1, a distinguished commentator on the works of Khwajah Nasir
al-Din al-Tist, presented in his glosses on al-QtishjT’s commentary on Tajrid al-I‘tiqad a
set of proofs for the Necessary Existent based mainly on the impossibility of infinite re-
gress (Dawr) and the analysis of contingency (Imkan). Although these proofs are marked
by ingenuity and logical precision, they were later criticized by subsequent philoso-
phers, especially Mulla Sadra. Drawing on the principles of Transcendent Philosophy
(al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), including the principiality of existence (Asalat al-Wujud)
and the gradation of its levels (Tashkik), Mulla Sadra challenged some of the premises
and conclusions of these proofs, deeming them ontologically insufficient.

In this context, Fayyad al-Lahiji, a prominent thinker of the School of Isfahan and
one of Mulla Sadra’s distinguished students, sought in his marginalia and glosses to
defend al-Khafi1’s formulations. By adding conceptual clarifications and logical refine-
ments, he strengthened the structure of these proofs. Through distinctions such as that
between essential (Dhatt) and temporal (Zamani) priority, between preparatory (I°dadr)
and creative (Ijadi) causality, and by emphasizing the principle that “the possible qua
possible stands in need of a cause,” he attempted to address the objections raised against
al-Khafi1’s reasoning.

The main objective of this research is to examine and evaluate the effectiveness
of al-LahijT’s defenses of al-KhafiT’s proofs against the critiques of Mulla Sadra. To
this end, four of al-KhafiT’s principal proofs for the Necessary Existent, together with
al-Lah1j1’s elucidations and refinements, are analyzed and then compared with Mulla
Sadra’s criticisms. The central research question is whether al-LahijT’s conceptual and
logical revisions have been able to resolve the foundational Sadrian objections, or
whether these defenses still face certain limitations. By focusing on this issue, the study
seeks to clarify al-Lahij1’s position in the evolution of proofs for the Necessary Existent.

Method

This research employs a qualitative, analytical-critical method with a comparative
approach. First, al-KhafiT’s proofs are reconstructed and conceptually analyzed from
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his works; then al-LahijT’s formulations and defenses in his marginalia are examined;
and finally, these two viewpoints are compared with Mulla Sadra’s criticisms in his
philosophical works.

The primary sources include al-Khafri’s glosses and writings, al-Lahiji’s margina-
lia and treatises, and the works of Mulla Sadra, especially al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah and
al-Shawahid al-Rubiibiyyah. In addition, some contemporary commentaries and stud-
ies related to the proofs for the Necessary Existent have been used to supplement the
analyses.

The research stages consist of: a precise reconstruction of the structure of al-Khafii’s
proofs; an analysis of al-Lahiji’s revisions and clarifications concerning these proofs;
an examination of Mulla Sadra’s criticisms of these formulations; and finally, a com-
parative evaluation of the success of al-Lahiji’s defenses in responding to those crit-
icisms. Throughout this process, an effort has been made, through logical analysis of
the premises and conclusions of the proofs, to systematically clarify the strengths and
weaknesses of each perspective. Ethical principles of research, including accurate cita-
tion and fidelity to the authors’ intentions, have been observed.

Findings

The findings indicate that Fayyad al-Lahijt played an important role in conceptually
and logically reconstructing al-Khafi1’s proofs. By adding certain self-evident premises
and making conceptual distinctions, he was able to render the argumentative structure
of al-Khafi1’s proofs clearer and more coherent. Among his most important refinements
are the distinction between essential (Dhat1) and temporal (Zamani) priority, the sepa-
ration of preparatory (I‘dadi) from creative (Ijadi) causality, and a precise explanation
of the concept of “the totality of possibles qua totality.”

Furthermore, by explicitly stating the principle that “the possible qua possible stands
in need of a cause,” al-Lahiji shows that the dependence of possibles on a cause is not
merely an empirical matter but a self-evident principle in the philosophical analysis
of contingency. These distinctions have largely resolved some of the objections raised
against al-Khafi1’s proofs, particularly those concerning confusion between different
orders of priority or a mistaken understanding of infinite regress.

However, the comparative analysis shows that in certain respects al-Lah1j1’s defenses
do not fully address Mulla Sadra’s critiques. Especially in cases that involve an analy-
sis of the reality of existence (Wujud) and its relation to existents (Mawjid), al-Lahi-
jU’s formulation remains within the conceptual framework of Peripatetic (Mashsha'1)
philosophy and cannot provide a complete response to the ontological foundations of
Transcendent Philosophy. Consequently, some of Mulla Sadra’s objections — notably
those concerning the conceptual conception of existence and insufficient attention to
the gradation of the levels of existence — remain viable.

Conclusion

The results of this research demonstrate that Fayyad al-Lahiji played a significant
role in clarifying and reconstructing Muhaqqiq al-Khafi1’s proofs for the Necessary Ex-
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istent. Through conceptual refinements and the addition of logical premises, he was able
to remove many of the ambiguities in al-KhafrT’s formulations and to strengthen the ar-
gumentative structure of these proofs. This attests to the continuity and dynamism of the
Islamic philosophical tradition in re-examining and refining metaphysical arguments.

Nevertheless, the comparative analysis shows that al-Lahiji’s defenses encounter lim-
itations when faced with criticisms based on the foundations of Transcendent Philoso-
phy. Some of Mulla Sadra’s objections — especially those concerning the analysis of ex-
istence and its relation to existents — are not fully resolved within al-Lahiji’s framework.
Thus, it can be said that al-Lahiji’s effort constitutes an important stage in the evolution
of proofs for the Necessary Existent, but that the final explanation of this issue in the Is-
lamic philosophical tradition was completed by subsequent developments, particularly
in Transcendent Philosophy.
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