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An Analysis of Fayyaz Lahiji’s Defenses of al-Muhaqqiq Khafri’s Proofs for the Existence
of the Necessary Being

Abstract

This study employs an analytical-critical approach to examine and evaluate the effectiveness of
Fayyaz Lahiji’s defenses of al-Muhaqqiq Khafri’s proofs for the Necessary Being in response to
Mulla Sadra’s critiques. The research focuses on a comparative analysis of Lahiji’s.treatises,
including his conceptual distinctions concerning intrinsic and temporal priority and the
principle of “possible qua possible”, vis-a-vis Mulla Sadra’s fundamental criticisms. The
findings indicate that Lahiji, through a systematic reconstructionsreinforced Khafri's
argumentative foundation. Nevertheless, the analysis reveals that in certain instances—
particularly regarding the distinction between existence as a being (wujud.bi‘ma huwa mawjud)
and existence as an attribute—nhis defenses remain limited compared to Sadra’s responses. The
study concludes that Lahiji’s contribution represents a methodical effort at foundational
reconstruction, while the key contribution of this research lies in providing a precise and
documented critical assessment of the adequacy of these defenses against Mulla Sadra’s ultimate
critique, thereby highlighting their limitations within the historical development of the
ontological argument.

Keywords: Necessary Being, al-Muhaqqiq Khafri, Hakim Lahiji, Proof of Existence,
Comparative Analysis
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