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Abstract

he philosophy of the soul (‘ilm al-nafs) is one of the most signif-
T icant discussions in Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikmat
al-muta ‘aliyah), presented under the fourth journey of the Four
Journies (al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah). One of the most important
principles of Sadrian psychology is the principle “The Soul, in Its Unity, Is
All Faculties” (al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa), which is formulated in
light of the unitary composition of matter and form, substantial motion
(al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and the corporeal origination (al-hudiith al-
Jismani) of the rational soul (al-nafs al-natigah). Although Mulla Sadra
considers this principle as self-evident, he also offers arguments to explain
and prove it from the perspective of the knower and the known (‘alim and
ma liim), stating that the rational soul perceives the percepts and objects
of knowledge of all faculties and is the agent of motion for all material
faculties. Gholamreza Fayyadr has raised objections to this principle and
its arguments, the most important of which are the absence of a unitary
relation between the rational soul and the vegetative faculties, and the
necessary conjunction of contradictors if one believes in this principle.
The present study demonstrates that all these objections stem from a lack
of attention to Sadrian foundations and the meaning of this principle, be-
cause in Sadrian philosophy this principle has two meanings.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

From Mulla Sadra’s perspective, because human reality gradually attains the level
of imaginal (mithall) and subsequently intellectual immateriality through substantial
motion (al-harakah al-jawharTyyah), such an existence constitutes a graded reality (al-
haqiqah al-tashkikiyyah) spanning various levels from the weak material state to the
intense immaterial state. Animal and vegetative faculties are also considered lower lev-
els of human reality and share an existential unity with it. Mulla Sadra designates this
principle as “The Soul, in Its Unity, Is All Faculties” (al-nafs fT wahdatiha kull al-quwa).

Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method. First, Mulla Sadra’s perspective
and the foundations underlying his explanation of the principle “The Soul, in Its Uni-
ty, Is All Faculties” are outlined; subsequently, the objections and criticisms raised by
Gholamreza Fayyadt are critically analysed.

Findings

The principle “The Soul, in Its Unity, Is All Faculties” is one of the most significant
philosophical principles within the philosophy of the soul (‘ilm al-nafs) in Transcendent
Wisdom (al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah). It elucidates that human reality is a unified, grad-
ed existence that, through substantial motion, gradually traverses stages of perfection
and actuality until it reaches pure actuality. Within Transcendent Wisdom, this principle
carries two meanings: the rational soul possesses all the perfections of the animal and
vegetative faculties in a state of unity and simplicity, and the aforementioned faculties
constitute lower levels of human reality. The objections and criticisms raised by Ghol-
amreza Fayyadi regarding this principle are primarily based on the arguments that the
rational soul lacks knowledge of the actions of certain faculties and that accepting this
principle leads to the conjunction of contradictories.

Conclusion

Fayyadi’s objections stem from overlooking the two distinct levels inherent in the
concept that “the soul, in its unity, encompasses all faculties.” Furthermore, the contra-
diction Fayyadi posits—regarding the human essence being simultaneously immaterial
and material—would only arise if the rational soul were to exist as both immaterial
and material at the same level. In reality, however, while maintaining a unity based on
gradation (tashkik), each of the faculties represents a level of the single human reality.
Ultimately, Fayyadi attributes two souls to the human being—a rational soul and a veg-
etative soul—a view that is incompatible with the existence of imaginative perceptions
and the evident reality of such perceptions in both humans and animals.
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