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Abstract

he problem of this article is to present a new model of religious
T rationality based on the foundations of religious knowledge in
the two intellectual systems of Mulla Sadra and Plantinga-a
comprehensive model that can integrate the ontological and ex-
istential elements of the Islamic tradition with the criteria of contemporary
analytic epistemology. Mulla Sadra, through an emphasis on presential
knowledge (al-‘ilm al-Hudiry), the gradation of existence (Tashkik al-Wu-
Jiad), and the unity of the knower and the known (Ittihad al-'aqil wa al-
Ma ‘qitl), offers a structure of religious knowledge organized on the basis of
the existential and intuitive realization of knowledge. In contrast, Plantinga,
through his warrant theory and the explanation of the proper functioning of
cognitive faculties, presents a functionalist picture of religious rationality.
Employing an analytical-comparative method, the present article seeks to
examine a new model of religious rationality through a dialogue between
these two philosophical systems. The significance of this research lies not
merely in a conceptual comparison between the two traditions, but in its aim
to construct a theory by bringing together the fundamental elements of both
systems in order to develop an integrated model of religious rationality. The
structure of the article consists of three main parts: first, an explanation of
the foundations of religious knowledge in Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hik-
mah al-Muta ‘aliyah); second, an analysis of the foundations of religious
knowledge based on Plantinga s warrant theory, and third, the presentation
of a proposed model for religious rationality based on the integration of the
two traditions. The finding of the article indicates that the combination of the
intuitive and presential ontology in Transcendent Theosophy with the finc-
tionalist analysis of cognitive faculties in warrant theory can provide a
Sframework in which religious belief can, on the one hand, be rationally ex-
plained through presence and existential realization in the human cognitive
domain, and on the other hand, through the proper mechanisms of cogni-
tion.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The central problem of this article is to present a new model of religious rational-
ity based on the foundations of religious knowledge in the two intellectual systems
of Mulla Sadra and Plantinga. The significance of this research lies not merely in a
conceptual comparison between the two traditions, but in its aim to construct a theory
by bringing together the fundamental elements of both systems in order to develop an
integrated model of religious rationality. The main question of the article is whether,
through a dialogue between Mulla Sadra’s epistemology and Plantinga’s warrant theory,
a new and integrated model of religious rationality can be proposed that possesses both
an ontological and an epistemological dimension.

Comparative examination of foundations of religious knowledge in Transcendent
Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah) and Plantinga’s warrant theory has remained
unattended to in recent scholarship. Existing comparative works have mainly focused
on the issue of rationalism and fideism (Fana'1 Eshkewar1, 2008) or the problem of evil
(Khadem1 & ‘Abbasi-Kiya, 2012). Some studies have examined Sadra’s epistemology
alone (ZakirT and ‘emad-zadah, 2017), while others have focused solely on Plantinga’s
epistemology (Khadimi, 2025). Consequently, the gap for a study that can derive a new
model of religious rationality from two independent traditions-one ontological and the
other functionalist-has been clearly left unattended to.

Method

The theoretical framework of this research is based on three main axes:

A) The ontological axis: In Transcendent Theosophy, religious knowledge is rooted
in the unity of existence (Wahdat al-Wujtd), the gradation of existence (Tashkik al-Wu-
jud), the levels of perception (Maratib al-Idrak), and presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-
Hudur).

B) The analytical-epistemological axis: In Plantinga’s warrant theory, the structure
of knowledge is explained on the basis of the proper functioning of cognitive faculties,
functioning in a suitable environment, according to a design plan aimed at truth, and
operating in accordance with a divine plan.

C) The integrative axis: This seeks to demonstrate that Mulla Sadra’s existential on-
tology can explain the intuitive and existential foundations of religious belief, while
Plantinga’s functionalist epistemology can clarify the epistemic mechanisms of reli-
gious belief.

Research methodology: The research adopts an analytical-comparative approach, not
merely juxtaposing concepts, but scientifically explaining the similarities, differenc-
es, and the possibility of combining the two epistemic systems. Within this theoretical
method, the religious knowledge of Mulla Sadra and Plantinga is analyzed at the foun-
dational level (ontology, epistemology, the principles of perception, and the structure of
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justification). The comparison is conducted through a systematic analysis of theoretical
structures, with the aim of finding points of convergence and divergence in order to
present a new model bridging the two epistemic domains.

Findings

The findings of the article indicate that the combination of intuitive and presential
ontology in Transcendent Theosophy with the functionalist analysis of cognitive facul-
ties in warrant theory can provide a framework in which religious belief can, on the one
hand, be rationally explained through presence and existential realization in the human
cognitive domain, and on the other hand, through the proper mechanisms of cognition.

The existential-functional model is a framework for evaluating the rationality of re-
ligious beliefs, derived from the combination of two fundamental components: First,
ontological depth and epistemic realization, derived from Mulla Sadra’s teachings, in-
cluding presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-HudiirT), the gradation of existence (Tashkik
al-Wujid), and the unity of the knower and the known (Ittihad al-‘aqil wa al-Ma‘qul).
Second, Functional and testable criteria, derived from Plantinga’s warrant theory.

This new model preserves intra-traditional depth while simultaneously providing a
mechanism for testable criteria. In this way, the gap between internal traditional intu-
ition and external rational criteria is practically and theoretically reduced. The aim is to
show how one can preserve the ontological depth of religious belief while at the same
time providing a rational and intersubjective criterion for justifying religious belief.
Therefore, the integration of these two can compensate for the shortcomings of each.
If the proposed model were merely ontological, it would weaken the social function of

religious belief; if merely functionalist, the deep experience of religion would be over-
looked.

Conclusion

The new model of religious rationality is derived from the combination of two funda-
mental components, resulting in an existential-functional religious rationality that rests
on three conditions. First, in religious belief, presential knowledge is valid only when
the individual’s cognitive faculties have functioned in natural conditions without er-
ror. Second, presential experience and existential principiality are reliable only when
the environmental conditions allow for the proper realization of religious knowledge.
Third, presential knowledge must be directed toward the reality of existents or divine
truths; that is, religious belief possesses existential principiality and is in accordance
with reality.

This proposed model solves the problem of religious epistemology, for the Islamic
tradition regards religious belief as authentic but lacks testable criteria; analytic phi-
losophy possesses rational criteria but reduces religious experience. The new model
provides both simultaneously: religious belief possesses both existential and intuitive
depth (the components derived from Mulla Sadra) and rational, measurable criteria (the
components derived from Plantinga).
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