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’:,:) Article Info
=_’5‘.l ithin the immaterialist perspective — derived from divine wisdom
W and the foundations of Islamic philosophy — the human being is
Article type: held to possess an immaterial soul (nafs mujarrad) endowed with

intrinsic dignity, genuine free will, moral responsibility, and the
capacity for otherworldly reward and punishment. By contrast, the physicalist
A approach — rooted in earlier materialist traditions and intensified within the
context of secular anthropology and contemporary cognitive science — re-
gards the human being as merely a material and biological complex whose
behaviours are exhaustively explicable at the physical level. Consequently,
concepts such as free will, absolute value, and moral justice are deemed to lack
any real foundation. The central problematic of this research is how the diver-
gence between these two views generates different and at times conflicting
ethical theories, and how it leaves decisive consequences in the individual and
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° social spheres of human life. Drawing upon the works of philosophers and

analysing the views of thinkers such as Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and Rich-

Keywords: ard Dawkins, this research demonstrates that the acceptance or denial of the
Anthropology, ethics, soul s immateriality seriously transforms ethical, educational, and social foun-

dations. The essential finding of this research —conducted through a descrip-
tive-analytical method— is that divine anthropology, owing to its comprehen-
sive view of both the material and immaterial dimensions of the human being,
is able to furnish a more coherent, meaningful, and inherently dignified ethical
system.

immateriality of the
soul (tajarrud al-nafs),
physicalism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Philosophical anthropology and the explication of human nature constitute the foun-
dation upon which moral systems are erected. The central issue of this research is the
contemporary challenge between divine anthropology — grounded in the immateriality
of the soul (tajarrud al-nafs) — and materialist anthropology (physicalism), together
with an examination of the consequences of this conflict for the objectivity of moral
propositions, moral responsibility, human dignity, and the purposiveness of action. The
principal objective is to provide a systematic and analytical account of the connection
between the immaterial dimension of the human being and the structure of morality, so
as to offer a firm basis for re-reading Islamic ethics in confronting contemporary crises.

The research hypothesis is that the immateriality of the soul guarantees fundamental
moral values. In the literature review, Shiilangtt (2016) criticised materialism from an
interpretive perspective, and Muhammad Qutb (1971), ShanazrT and Khalili (2014), and
Misbah Yazdi (2011) examined the conflict between material and divine conceptions
and their educational dimensions. Previous studies have largely taken a general and
descriptive approach. The existing scholarly gap lies in the absence of a deep compara-
tive analysis of the moral consequences arising from adopting the doctrine of the soul’s
immateriality versus physicalism.

This study is of vital importance for researchers in moral philosophy and designers
of educational systems. Its theoretical framework is an integrative approach grounded
in Islamic philosophy, anthropology, and ethics. A comparative-analytical method, with
a critical evaluation of physicalism, is fully suitable and effective for examining and
demonstrating the structural and semantic differences in ethics based on differing views
of human reality.

Method

This study is a basic qualitative research project conducted using a descriptive-ana-
lytical method and a comparative-critical approach. The analytical corpus includes texts
of Islamic philosophy and influential contemporary physicalist writings. Data were ob-
tained through library research and the review of approximately sixty sources (books
and articles), including works by thinkers such as Mulla Sadra, ‘Allamah Tabataba’i,
and Misbah Yazdi, in contrast with the views of Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and Rich-
ard Dawkins.

Secondary data were extracted through targeted note-taking. The analytical variables
included concepts such as “real freedom of choice,” “moral responsibility,” and “innate
dignity,” which were examined under two models: immaterialist and materialist. The
research was carried out in four stages: (1) extracting the foundations of divine anthro-
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pology (soul immateriality); (2) analysing physicalist anthropology; (3) comparing the
impact of these two approaches on the formation of moral theories; and (4) critically
evaluating the implications of physicalism for the moral system.

Source selection was based on purposive sampling and the criterion of direct rele-
vance to the opposition between soul immateriality and contemporary cognitive sci-
ence. In ethical considerations, the principles of fidelity, neutrality in reporting scholars’
views, and precise academic citation were fully observed.

Findings

Data analysis was conducted in five fundamental categories: moral values, respon-
sibility, teleology, innate dignity, and sincerity of intention. The findings show that the
basis of soul immateriality in the works of Islamic philosophers secures absolute values
and real free will; however, physicalism reduces these categories to biological and neu-
robiological determinism. All opposing views were reported with accuracy and fidel-
ity. Sam Harris’s arguments — based on Benjamin Libet’s neuroscience experiments
suggesting that free will is an illusion — and Richard Dawkins’s genetic-evolutionary
explanations were included in the findings without bias.

The logical slide of physicalism toward moral relativism was clarified. The analy-
sis showed how reducing the human being to matter lowers the goal of morality from
spiritual perfection to mere biological adaptation, thereby undermining the foundation
of moral responsibility. The validity of the findings was confirmed by identifying in-
ternal inconsistencies in the rival theoretical system, including the contradictions in the
approaches of Daniel Dennett and Harris, who deny free will on the one hand yet issue
normative judgments on the other. To facilitate verification, a comparative table of eth-
ical indicators was presented in the original study.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the doctrine of the soul’s immateriality is not merely
a metaphysical postulate but a necessary prerequisite for the coherence of any moral
system. In the absence of an immaterial locus of agency, concepts such as obligation,
responsibility, and intrinsic dignity forfeit their ontological grounding. The comparative
analysis reveals that physicalism, notwithstanding its claim to scientific neutrality, can-
not account for the normativity it presupposes in its own moral critiques. The internal
contradiction identified within the physicalist camp — the denial of free will coupled
with the issuance of normative judgments — suggests that even its proponents tacitly
rely upon a conception of agency that their ontology cannot sustain. This study thus con-
firms that the debate over human nature is not merely theoretical but carries profound
practical implications for ethics, education, and law.

Conclusion

Explaining human nature is not merely an abstract philosophical issue; it is a neces-
sary prerequisite for building any moral system. The findings of this study are directly
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linked to major crises of the contemporary world, including moral relativism, the crisis
of meaning, and challenges related to human rights and human dignity in modern ci-
vilisation. The main hypothesis was strongly confirmed: the immateriality of the soul
is the only logical guarantee for preserving fundamental moral values. Conversely, the
capacity of physicalism to establish objective morality was rejected, because it reduces
values to biological determinism and leads to nihilism.

Theoretically, this research demonstrates the internal coherence of divine anthro-
pology in explaining moral realism. Practically, its results provide a firm basis for re-
constructing moral systems, designing moral education models, and formulating laws
grounded in human intrinsic dignity. These foundations also raise new questions for
future research: How can an educational and legal system based on soul immateriality
be implemented within the structures of modern societies, which are often dominated by
physicalist paradigms? The answer is that rescuing ethics from relativism, conventional-
ism, and naturalism depends exclusively on returning to a metaphysical understanding
and accepting the immaterial dimension of the human being. Without belief in the im-
materiality of the soul and divine teleology, concepts such as justice, responsibility, and
dignity will lack any objective and real obligation.
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