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Abstract

amzah al-Fanart is among those divine mystics who ex-

pounded most of his mystical views in his work Misbah

al-"uns. Among these views is his approach concerning
the reality of time. He presents two interpretations of the reality of
time, then explains another view and proceeds to critique it. The
intelligible form of the ordering (Tartib) between the prior and the
posterior, and the very ovdering (Nafs al-Tartib) between the former
and the latter, are the two interpretations that al-Fanari offers to
explain the reality of time. This article seeks, through a descrip-
tive-analytical method, first to explore al-Fanarts approach pre-
cisely and then to critically examine it. The analysis of al-Fanarts
view will be presented in the form of four critical points, i.e., the lack
of a proper justification for time being the measure of the motion of
the ninth celestial sphere; the incompatibility between the abstract-
ness of the ordering of the former and the latter and time, which
given al-Fanaris first interpretation is a transient and material re-
ality; the necessity of a vicious circle (Dawr) in al-Fanart's second
interpretation of the reality of time; and the incorrectness of assum-
ing that the relation of divine names and attributes to material be-
ings cannot be partial. These four critiques constitute the main ob-
Jections that can be raised against al-Fanarts approach.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of time has always been among the most fundamental and yet complex
issues in philosophical and mystical discourse within the Islamic intellectual tradition.
On the one hand, time is an intuitive concept closely associated with lived human expe-
rience; on the other hand, at the theoretical and analytical level, its nature is difficult to
grasp and has been a point of contention among philosophers, theologians, and mystics.
In Islamic philosophy, time is commonly defined as “non-subsistent continuous quan-
tity” (al-Kamm al-Muttasil Ghayr al-Qarr) and as the “measure of motion” (Miqdar
al-Harakah), having a57Q close relationship with motion, the moving object, and espe-
cially the motion of the celestial spheres. However, in the mystical tradition, particular-
ly among theoretical mystics, different interpretations of the reality of time have been
offered, sometimes going beyond the prevalent philosophical framework.

Hamzah al-Fanar, a distinguished commentator of Ibn ‘Arab1’s theoretical mysticism
and the author of the important work Misbah al-’uns, is one of the thinkers who has
put forward a unique and multi-layered view on the reality of time. While accepting
some philosophical principles, he attempts to analyze time from an existential-mystical
perspective, considering it not merely as an objective and external reality but as the
result of a kind of “intellectual ordering” (Tarttb Ma‘qul) and rational perception. In
his works, al-FanarT presents two major interpretations of the reality of time, and then
critiques another view that bases time on the relation of divine names and attributes to
material beings.

The main objective of this research is to precisely explain al-Fanari’s view on the
reality of time and then critically analyze its foundations and implications. The central
question of the article is whether FanarT’s interpretation of time is compatible with the
essential characteristics of time-such as flux, transience, and materiality-and whether
his arguments concerning the relationship of time with the motion of the ninth celestial
sphere and his critique of rival views possess sufficient philosophical coherence. The
theoretical approach of the research is analytical-critical, relying on the principles of
Islamic philosophy, especially the views of Avicenna, Nasir al-Din al-Tast, and Sadr
al-Mutaallihtn (Mulla Sadra).

Method

This research is theoretical and library-based, with data collected through the ex-
amination and analysis of primary philosophical and mystical texts. The scope of the
research mainly includes the works of al-Fanari, particularly Misbah al-"uns, as well
as classical texts of Islamic philosophy on time, motion, and eternity (Dahr). The data
collection method relies on documentary study, extraction of key concepts, and compar-
ative analysis of different views. The research stages include: (1) explaining the philo-
sophical and mystical foundations of the discussion of time in the Islamic tradition; (2)
providing an accurate and coherent account of al-Fanari’s two interpretations of time;
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(3) critically analyzing Fanari’s views in four essential points; and (4) final evaluation of
the results and presenting a conclusion. Throughout this research, ethical considerations
such as academic integrity, precise citation of sources, and avoidance of any distortion
or plagiarism have been observed.

Findings

The findings of the research indicate that al-FanarT presents two main interpretations
in explaining the reality of time.

According to the first interpretation, time is understood as the intellectual and percep-
tual form of the ordering (Tartib) between the prior and the posterior. In other words,
time is a mental and intelligible entity that arises from the intellect’s perception of the
succession and ordering of the parts of motion. On this basis, al-FanarT defines time
as the measure of the motion of the ninth celestial sphere and maintains that this mea-
sure-hood results from the intelligible form of time.

The second interpretation indicates that time is considered as “The very intelligi-
ble ordering of the former and the latter” (Nafs al-Tartib al-Ma'ql bayn al-Sabiq wa
al-Lahiq), an ordering rooted in the levels of existence and the perfection of potentials.
In this view, in the absolute and unconditioned divine essence, priority and posteriority
have no meaning, and all times and places are reduced to unity.

The present research examines these two interpretations in the form of four critical axes.

First, it is shown that the mental and intelligible interpretation of time is incompatible
with the fluid, transient, and material nature of time. As the measure of motion, time is
inherently tied to change and decay, whereas intellectual and mental forms are fixed,
immaterial, and not subject to change.

Second, al-FanarT’s explanation of why time is a measure specifically of the motion
of the ninth celestial sphere is criticized. Based on philosophical principles, the reason
for this is not the intelligible form of time, but rather the circularity, continuity, and
eternal-everlasting nature of the celestial sphere’s motion.

Third, defining time on the basis of “the very priority and posteriority” leads to a
vicious circle, because conceiving of non-simultaneous priority and posteriority itself
presupposes the conception of time.

Fourth, al-FanarT’s critique of the view that considers time as the relation of divine
names and attributes to material beings is judged to be insufficient; for —whether this
relation is considered partial or universal— it does not necessarily entail the problems
al-FanarT claims. In terms of qualitative indicators, the analyses are based on logical
coherence, consistency with the principles of Islamic philosophy, and conceptual clarity,
and the arguments are presented step-by-step in an evaluable manner.

Conclusion

The results of the research show that although al-Fanari’s view on the reality of time
possesses considerable mystical depth and theoretical creativity, it faces serious philo-
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sophical challenges. Interpreting time as a purely intelligible and mental entity is incom-
patible with the essential characteristics of time as a fluid reality dependent on motion.
Furthermore, al-Fanari’s explanation of the relationship between time and the motion
of the ninth celestial sphere, as well as his critique of alternative views, lack the neces-
sary coherence and demonstrative sufficiency. By implicitly rejecting some of Fanar’s
principles, this research emphasizes that an accurate understanding of the reality of time
requires a measured synthesis of philosophical foundations and mystical insights-a syn-
thesis that neither disregards the flux and materiality of time nor neglects its existential
and divine horizons. Thus, the main hypotheses of the research, which assert the incom-
pleteness of al-Fanari’s interpretation of time, are confirmed.
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