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Muhaqqiq al-Fanari is among the divine mystics who arﬁculat& most of his mystical
views in Misbah al-Uns. Among these views is his approach to the reality of time. He
presents two interpretations of the nature of timé.and subsequently introduces
another position concerning its wreality, which he then subjects to critical
examination. The intelligible form of succession between the prior and the posterior
and succession itself between the prior and the posterior constitute the two
interpretations that Fanari proposes regarding the reality of time.

This article seeks, through a descriptive—analytical method, first to explicate
Fanar?’s approach with precision and then to critically examine it. The analysis of
Fanar?’s view.is carried out through the discussion of four points: (1) the lack of an
adequate justification for time being a quantitative measure in relation to the motion
of the ninth celestial'sphere; (2) the incompatibility between the immateriality of the
succession of the prior and the posterior and time, which—according to Fanar?’s first
interpretation—is ‘a transient and material reality; (3) the necessity of circularity
implied \in Fanar?’s second interpretation of the reality of time; and (4) the
incorrectness of denying the particularized character of the relation of divine names
and attributes to material beings. These four points constitute the main criticisms

at may be raised against Fanar?’s approach.
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