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Abstract
C ompared with attributes such as divine knowledge and will,

which have been examined from multiple perspectives, the at-

tribute of divine power (qudrah) has received relatively limited

scholarly attention. Accordingly, clarifying theologians’ views
and proofs regarding the definition and demonstration of divine power
remains a significant research priority in the field of Islamic kalam. The
present study employs a historical-analytical method to compile, expli-
cate, and analyse the various positions and arguments advanced by Imami
theologians during the formation and development of philosophical kalam
from the seventh to the eleventh centuries AH, with particular emphasis on
the theologians of the Later Hilla School, concerning divine power and
free will (volition). The findings indicate that, across the works of these
theologians, seven arguments are presented for establishing God s power
in the sense of His being a capable, volitional agent. Among these, one
argument is scriptural, while the remaining six are purely rational. One
argument addresses the negation of extrinsic compulsion imposed on God,
whereas the other six establish God s capable volition by refuting intrinsic
compulsion. Furthermore, among the five rational arguments concerned
with negating intrinsic compulsion, one demonstrates God s volitional ca-
pability without reference to created entities, considering it solely as one
of His attributes of perfection. The other four arguments appeal to certain
attributes of creatures—namely temporal origination (hudiith), order
(nazm) and, perfection (itgan), change and transformation, and the ca-
pacity for non-existence—to establish divine power.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In comparison with attributes such as divine knowledge and will, which have been ex-
amined from various perspectives, the attribute of divine power has received relatively
limited scholarly attention. Consequently, clarifying the views and arguments of theolo-
gians concerning the definition and demonstration of divine power remains a significant
research priority in the field of Islamic kalam. To date, the positions and arguments ad-
vanced by theologians of the philosophical kalam tradition regarding divine power have
not been subjected to a comprehensive and systematic investigation. To the best of our
knowledge, no exhaustive scholarly study has yet appeared that surveys, through a thor-
ough examination of the kalam works of these theologians, the full range of arguments
they employed to establish divine power.

The present article therefore collects, explicates, evaluates, and analyses the diverse
views and arguments presented by Imami theologians with respect to divine power and
volition during the formative period of philosophical kalam. In this study, the Imam phil-
osophical kalam school—founded by Nasir al-Din al-Tiis1 (d. 672 AH) and his students in
the city of Hilla, most notably ‘Allama al-Hilli (d. 726 AH), and continued until the Safa-
vid era—is designated as the “Later Hilla School.” From a chronological perspective, the
present research examines Imami kalam sources from the seventh to the eleventh centuries
AH and explicates and analyses the arguments presented in these works for establishing
divine power.

Method

This study employs a historical-analytical research method to compile, explicate, and
analyse the various positions and arguments proposed by Imami theologians during the
period of Imami philosophical kalam, spanning the seventh to the eleventh centuries AH,
with respect to divine power and volition. To this end, all major extant kalam works pro-
duced by Imami theologians in this period were examined in chronological order. The
arguments articulated in these works for establishing divine power were systematically
identified, described, and critically assessed.

Findings

According to the various definitions of the attribute of power advanced by the theolo-
gians of the Later Hilla School, divine power is synonymous with God’s being volitional
(mukhtar). On this basis, from the perspective of theologians adhering to the philosophical
kalam tradition, establishing the attribute of power for God is equivalent to establishing
the attribute of volition for Him.

An examination of the kalam texts of the Later Hilla School indicates that the most
prominent and widely employed argument for establishing that God is powerful—un-
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derstood as being volitional in performing actions and free from any necessity either to
act or to refrain from acting—rests on the temporal origination (al-hudiith al-zamani) of
the world. In other words, for these theologians, the proof of divine power is grounded
in the acceptance of the world’s temporal origination. The argument may be summarised
as follows: If God were not a capable volitional agent—that is, if He were a necessitat-
ed and compelled agent (fa‘il miijab)—then the act of such an agent, proceeding from
the requirements of its essence and belonging to the concomitants of that essence, would
always accompany the agent and could neither be posterior to it nor separable from it.
Consequently, the issuance of action from God would be necessary and unavoidable. In
that case, either God’s act—that is, the world—would have to be eternal like God Him-
self, or God would have to be originated like the world. Yet it has been established, first,
that the world is not eternal but temporally originated, and second, that God is eternal and
not originated. Therefore, God is not a necessitated and compelled agent; rather, He is a
capable volitional agent.

Another argument that appears in several kalam works of the Later Hilla School for es-
tablishing God’s power is a reductio ad absurdum argument. This argument seeks to refute
the assumption that God is a necessitated and non-volitional agent and thereby to establish
His capability and volition. As far as is known, this line of reasoning does not appear in
Imami kalam texts prior to the seventh century AH and seems, within the Imami tradi-
tion, to have been articulated for the first time by Nasir al-Din Tasi. Unlike the previous
argument, this proof does not rely on the temporal origination of the world. Instead, it em-
phasises that if God were a necessitated and compelled agent, then the annihilation of any
originated being or entity in the world would entail the annihilation of God Himself—a
consequence that is manifestly false. Hence, God cannot be a necessitated and compelled
agent and must therefore be a capable volitional agent.

Both arguments underscore that, if God were necessitated and compelled, then—on the
basis of the principle of necessary existential entailment between a necessitated (non-vo-
litional) cause and its effect and act—the eternity of God would entail the eternity of
originated beings, and the annihilation of originated beings would entail the annihilation
of God, the Necessary Being. Since none of these consequences is acceptable, the assump-
tion that God is necessitated and compelled is untenable, and the attributes of power and
volition are thereby established for Him.

Building on these two arguments and relying on the same principle of necessary entail-
ment between a necessitated (non-volitional) cause and its effect in certain respects, some
theologians advanced new arguments for God’s being a capable volitional agent. These
arguments are grounded in other shared features between a necessitated cause and its ef-
fect, namely persistence and permanence, on the one hand, and change and transforma-
tion, on the other. In these new formulations, it is argued that, were God necessitated and
compelled, the ontological permanence of God would require the permanence of created
beings, while the change and transformation of created beings would require change and
transformation in God. Since neither the permanence of created beings nor change in God
is acceptable, the hypothesis of God’s being non-volitional is thereby refuted.
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Conclusion

This study demonstrates that, in the works of these theologians, a total of seven argu-
ments are advanced to establish divine power in the sense of God’s being a capable voli-
tional agent. Among these, one argument is scriptural, while the remaining six are purely
rational. One argument addresses the negation of extrinsic compulsion imposed on God,
whereas the other six establish God’s capable volition by refuting intrinsic compulsion.
Furthermore, among the five rational arguments concerned with negating intrinsic com-
pulsion, one demonstrates God’s volitional capability without reference to created enti-
ties, considering it solely as one of His attributes of perfection. The other four arguments
appeal to certain attributes of creatures—namely temporal origination (hudiith), order
(nazm) and, perfection (itqan), change and transformation, and the capacity for non-exis-
tence—to establish divine power.
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