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Abstract

nlike divine attributes such as knowledge (‘ilm) and will
l } (Iradah), whose various aspects have been the subject of nu-
merous philosophical and theological investigations, the attri-
bute of God'’s power (Qudrah) and its different dimensions
have received comparatively less scholarly attention. The present re-
search, through a thorough examination of the works of prominent early
Imami theologians, investigates their views and arguments concerning
divine power. This study reveals a significant difference between the inter-
pretation and arguments of traditionist-theologians (Muhaddith-Mu-
takallimiin) following the transmitted-theological school (Kalam Nagqli)
and those of the rationalist theologians of the Baghdad School regarding
divine power. Al-Kulaynt and al-Sadiig maintained that a negative (Salbi)
interpretation of divine power should be presented, negating its opposite
from the divine essence; thus, God s being powerful means that He is not
incapable or impotent. In contrast, the theologians of the Baghdad School
adopted a positive (Ijabi) interpretation of divine power, asserting that
God's being powerful means that the performance of acts and deeds is
possible for Him. In their view, the only way to prove God's power is by
reference to His actions. Accordingly, they advanced an argument for
God's power based on analogy from the visible to the unseen (Qiyas al-
Gha'ib bi al-Shahid). Conducting a historical-descriptive investigation of
the hadith and theological works surviving from the fourth and fifth centu-
ries AH, the present study provides a historical account of the different
approaches of Imami theologians in explaining and proving divine power,
thereby offering a clearer picture of the evolution of discussions concern-
ing divine power in the early periods of Imami theology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Belief in God’s power, and in its absolute and unlimited nature, as one of His essential
and eternal attributes, is a fundamental tenet unanimously upheld by all Imamt theolo-
gians. While the ordinary meaning of the term “powerful” (Qadir) is clear and needs no
interpretation, there is disagreement among theologians of different schools concerning
its technical meaning in the discipline of theology (Kalam), and they have offered var-
ious interpretations. Apart from the different definitions that theologians have given of
God’s power, their arguments for establishing this attribute in Him are also varied and
numerous. The strength and validity of these arguments are not uniform; some are more
widely known and circulated, while others have had less prevalence in the works of
theologians.

Unlike attributes such as divine knowledge (‘ilm) and will (Iradah), whose various
aspects have been the subject of extensive philosophical and theological research, the
attribute of God’s power and its different dimensions have received comparatively less
scholarly attention. The various definitions of God’s power given by Imam1 theologians,
as well as their multiple arguments for establishing this attribute in Him, have not yet
been accurately and comprehensively studied. The present research, through an investi-
gation of the works of prominent early Imami theologians, examines their views on the
meaning of divine power and describes and compares their arguments for establishing
this attribute in God. The scope of this research includes the works of traditionist-theo-
logians who followed the transmitted theological school (Kalam Nagql1) and the theolo-
gians of the two rationalist schools known as the early and late Baghdad School.

Method

This research adopts a historical-descriptive approach to investigate the concept of
divine power in early Imami theology. The primary sources consist of hadith collections
and theological works composed during the fourth and fifth centuries AH, including the
extant writings of traditionist-theologians (e.g., al-Kulayni and al-Sadiiq) and rationalist
theologians of the Baghdad School (e.g., al-Mufid and al-Sharif al-Murtada). Data were
collected through a systematic examination of these texts, focusing on passages where
the terms “power” (Qudrah), “powerful” (Qadir), and related concepts are defined or
discussed. The analysis proceeded in two stages: first, identifying and categorizing the
various definitions and arguments for divine power; second, comparing these positions
across the two theological schools (transmitted vs. rationalist) and tracing their evolu-
tion over time. The findings are presented in a descriptive-comparative narrative that
highlights both continuities and shifts in Imam1 theological discourse on divine power.

Findings
In the fourth century AH, in the transmitted theological school (Kalam Nagql1) of Imam1
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theology, traditionist-theologians, relying on certain traditions (Riwayat) of the Imams
and taking into account the rational explanations presented therein, understood God’s be-
ing powerful to mean only “His not being incapable of performing actions” and did not
add any further condition to the definition of divine power.

In the surviving heritage of the theologians of the early rationalist school of Imami
theology, known as the Early Baghdad School, very few scattered remarks have been
made about divine power. Al-Shaykh al-Mufid held that God’s being powerful means
that the performance of an act by Him is possible.

The topic of divine power, like other theological issues, was examined more exten-
sively in the works of the theologians of the later Imami Baghdad School. In their defi-
nition of divine power and the argument they advanced for it, certain changes occurred
compared with what had been proposed in earlier theological schools. The first change
concerns their definition of “powerful” (Qadir), in which their adherence to the theory
of “states” (Ahwal) is clearly reflected. Nevertheless, some other theologians of the
same school did not employ terms such as “state” (Hal) or “attribute” (Sifah) in defining
Qadir; instead, they defined it as “one for whom the creation and performance of an act
is possible.”

In the view of these theologians, the only way to prove that God is powerful is by
reference to His actions. Once it has been established that acts such as the creation of
the world have issued from God, the possibility of an act issuing from Him-namely, His
“power” (Qudrah)-is also proved a priori. In effect, the theologians of the later Baghdad
School presented a simple argument of the “analogy from the visible to the unseen”
(Qiyas al-Gha’ib bi al-Shahid) type to prove God’s power: that is, they establish the
existence of this attribute in God by the same method by which they prove the attribute
of power for beings such as humans. Thus, during the life of the later Baghdad School in
the fifth and sixth centuries AH, the main argument for proving that God is powerful-in
the sense of the possibility of acts issuing from Him-was as follows:

1. A being that is powerful has the possibility of an act issuing from it, whereas from
a being that is not powerful, the issuance of an act is impossible.

2. God is the creator and originator of the world; therefore, acts have issued from
Him-that is, the issuance of an act from Him is possible.

Therefore, God is powerful.

Furthermore, from the perspective of the theologians of the later Baghdad School, the
term “powerful” (Qadir) is synonymous with “free” (Mukhtar) and stands in opposition
to a compelled or constrained agent. Although this point was not emphasized by these
theologians in their discussion of divine power, they acknowledged and affirmed it. This
point had also been accepted by the theologians of the early Baghdad School and was
reflected more explicitly in later schools in the definitions of divine power and power-
fulness given by Imami theologians.
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Conclusion

The present inquiry was organized to answer the question: In the period of early Imam1
theology, how did Imami scholars interpret and explain “divine power,” what arguments
did they adduce to prove God’s power, and what differences existed in their approaches
and stances on this issue? By examining the transmission and theological sources surviv-
ing from the fourth and fifth centuries AH and comparing the views of traditionist-theolo-
gians with those of rationalist theologians, the following results emerged.

First, in the aforementioned period, two different and opposing interpretations of the
attribute of God’s power are found in the works of Imami theologians. In the fourth centu-
ry, traditionist-theologians following the transmitted theological school, based on certain
traditions of the Imams, advanced a negative meaning of divine power, understanding it
as the “negation of impotence and incapability” from the divine essence. However, in the
fifth century, the theologians of the two rationalist schools known as the Early and Later
Baghdad School offered a positive interpretation of divine power, meaning that for God
the performance of acts and deeds is possible.

Second, in proving God’s power, whereas most traditionist-theologians of the fourth
century relied on Qur’anic verses and traditions to establish the attribute of power for
God, the theologians of the Baghdad School, in line with Basran Mu‘tazili theologians,
advanced a simple argument of the “analogy from the visible to the unseen” type, proving
the existence of this attribute in God by the same method by which they prove the attribute
of power for beings such as humans.
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