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Abstract

he relationship between the soul and the body is one of the most
fundamental issues in philosophical anthropology. Mulla
Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy, grounding reality in the
principiality of existence (asalat al-wujiid) as a unitary, graded, and fuzzy
reality, offers a novel approach to this problem. In this view, the human
being is a fluid, fuzzy reality in which the soul and the body constitute two
levels of a single existence. The present study, employing a descriptive-an-
alytical method and drawing on Mulla Sadra's principal works, examines
the consequences of this fuzzy anthropology for the relationship between
theoretical and practical reason. The findings indicate that the foundation
of Sadrian philosophy rests on the principiality of existence as a graded
and fuzzy reality. The human being is a unitary, graded reality called
“soul” from one aspect and “body” from another; the soul is the product
of the body's substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and their
relation is one of union and ultimately unity. On the basis of the rule “the
soul in its unity is all powers” (al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa) and the
fuzzy view of the human being, any absolute demarcation among the soul s
faculties is eliminated. The conventional distinction between theoretical
reason (the faculty of cognition) and practical reason (the faculty of moti-
vation) is transformed. they are two dimensions of a single reality called
“reason,” just as soul and body are two levels of a single reality. Contem-
plation is the higher level of action, and action is the lower level of con-
templation. The goal of both is one: existential perfection and nearness to
God. The study concludes that Mulla Sadra s fuzzy anthropology, by mov-
ing beyond Aristotelian binary logic, leads to the ontological unity of soul
and body and, consequently, to the essential unity of theoretical and prac-
tical reason.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between the soul and the body is one of the most fundamental issues
in philosophical anthropology. Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy, grounding re-
ality in the principiality of existence (asalat al-wujud) as a unitary, graded, and fuzzy
reality, offers a novel approach to this problem. In this view, the human being is a fluid,
fuzzy reality in which the soul and the body are two levels of a single existence. Despite
previous research on Sadrian anthropology and several attempts to provide a fuzzy read-
ing of his philosophy, no study has directly examined the consequences of this fuzzy
view for the relationship between theoretical and practical reason. The main question
of this research is: if we accept the human being as a unitary, fuzzy, and graded reality,
can we still draw a sharp, dualistic boundary between theoretical and practical reason?
The hypothesis is that Mulla Sadra’s fuzzy anthropology leads to the dissolution of the
ontological distinction between the soul and the body and, consequently, to the essential
and hierarchical unity of theoretical and practical reason. The aim of this research is to
analyse the effect of Mulla Sadra’s graded and fuzzy view of human reality on his final
conception of theoretical and practical reason.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method grounded in a close reading
of Mulla Sadra’s principal works, including al-Asfar al-arba‘ah, Mafatih al-ghayb,
al-Shawahid al-rubiibiyyah, and Sharh usil al-Kafi. The term “fuzzy” is not employed
here in its strict mathematical-logical sense; rather, it functions as a conceptual model
articulated through three principles: the rejection of absolute dichotomies, the accep-
tance of continuity and spectrum, and the description of phenomena by degrees. Ac-
cordingly, the anthropological foundations of Sadrian philosophy are analysed at two
levels: general principles—the principiality of existence (asalat al-wujiid), the gradation
of existence (tashkik al-wujiid), and substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah)—
and specific principles—the rule that “the soul in its unity is all powers” (al-nafs fi
wahdatiha kull al-quwa) and the corporeal origination of the soul (al-hudiith al-jismani).

Findings

The findings show that the foundation of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy is based on the
principiality of existence as a graded and fuzzy reality. From this perspective, the hu-
man being is a unitary, graded, fuzzy reality that is called “soul” from one aspect and
“body” from another. The soul is the product of the body’s substantial motion, and the
relationship between the two is not dualistic but one of union (ittihad) and ultimately
unity (wahdah); the body is the lower, corporeal level of the soul, and the soul is the
higher, spiritual level of the body.
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Based on the rule that “the soul in its unity is all powers” and by relying on the fuzzy
view of the human being, any absolute demarcation among the soul’s faculties is elimi-
nated. The conventional distinction between theoretical reason (the faculty of cognition)
and practical reason (the faculty of motivation) is transformed in Sadrian thought. These
two are not two separate faculties, but rather two dimensions or two levels of a single
reality called “reason” (‘aql)}—just as the soul and the body are two levels of a single
reality. Contemplation (nazar) is considered the higher level of action, and action is the
lower level of contemplation. Theoretical reason is concerned with the perception of
universals and the truths of existence, while practical reason is the same rational reality
at a lower level, manifested in the realm of bodily motivation and the particulars of ac-
tion. The goal of both is one: attaining existential perfection and nearness to God.

For Mulla Sadra, reason has a unitary identity: it both perceives truths and motivates
toward them. The motivator and the perceiver are one.

Conclusion

This research has shown that Mulla Sadra’s fuzzy anthropology, by moving beyond
Aristotelian binary logic, leads to the ontological unity of the soul and the body and,
consequently, to the essential unity of theoretical and practical reason. The substantial
distinction between these two types of reason disappears and is replaced by a hierarchi-
cal, graded relationship. In this system, contemplation is the higher level of action, and
action is the lower level of contemplation. Three important philosophical implications
of this view are: (1) the integration of knowledge and action within an existential con-
tinuum; (2) the integrated existential perfection of the human being toward nearness to
God; and (3) flexibility in explaining the multiple existential levels of the human being
without resorting to dualism. This fuzzy perspective is not only a profound achievement
in Islamic philosophy, but can also be effective in the dialogue between Islamic philos-
ophy and contemporary philosophies as well as in the modern humanities.
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