1 Reza Qasimi-Nejad **!

Islamic Philosophical Doctrines

Print: 2251- 9386
Online: 2783- 4026

Critique and Evaluation of Qur’anic Writings on the Infallibility
(‘ismah) of the Prophets Based on Theological-Exegetical Principles

|Mohammad Moradi?

| Mahdi Nusratian-Ahiir® © | Seyyed Amir Sekhavatian *

1

N

w

. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Teachings, Faculty of Literature and

Humanities, Islamic Azad University, Shahrekord, Iran; PhD Student in the field of Quran and Hadith, Faculty
of Islamic Knowledge (Ma'arif), University of Quran and Hadith, Qom, Iran. Email: r.ghaseminejad @iau.ac.ir

. Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Teachings of the

Qur’an, Qur'an and Hadith University, Qom, Iran. Email: moradi_215@yahoo.com

. Associate Professor, Department of Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Teachings of the

Qur’an, Qur'an and Hadith University, Qom, Iran. Email: mehdi.nosratian@gmail.com

. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Teachings, Faculty of Humanities, Islamic Azad University, Qom,
Iran. Email: sekhavatian@iau.ac.ir

Article Info

Article type:
Research Article

Received: 8 July 2025
Revised: 21 November 2025
Accepted: 24 December 2025
Available Online: 7 January
2026

Keywords:

Critique, Theological
Principles, Exegetical,
Qur’anic Writings,
Infallibility ( ‘ismah),
Prophets.

Abstract
he infallibility (‘ismah) of the prophets is a foundational and
T highly influential topic in Islamic theology. Its nature and scope
have long been a matter of disagreement among scholars and
followers of various Islamic schools. For this reason, numer-
ous works have been written on the subject by theologians and Qur anic
commentators over time, presenting a variety of perspectives. However,
the fundamental question is whether these works have been organized ac-
cording to a methodical and coherent approach. Employing a descrip-
tive-analytical method and drawing on multiple library sources, this re-
search focuses on a core approach in exegetical studies - namely,
theological-exegetical principles - in order to critically evaluate these
works. The findings indicate that Qur anic writings on prophetic infallibil-
ity face several theological-exegetical criticisms, including: sectarian in-
terpretation of texts, lack of comprehensiveness in comparative analyses,
excessive reliance on esoteric interpretation (Tawil) and philosophical
reasoning, neglect of discontinuous and non-textual contextual evidence,
over-reliance on general rational proofs, or conversely, neglect of rational
arguments in favor of mere adherence to the literal exteriors of verses.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The infallibility (‘ismah) of the prophets is one of the most extensive and significant
doctrinal and theological topics in the history of Islamic thought. Theologians of differ-
ent schools have proposed various views on its nature, origin, foundations, proofs, and
scope, and there are few theological works that do not discuss the necessity, permissibil-
ity, or even denial of prophetic infallibility. Among these discussions, the scope of pro-
phetic infallibility from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an holds a fundamental position
and a wide range of implications. The multiplicity of theological schools and exegetical
methods has given rise to diverse opinions in this field. The subject has always been of
interest to Qur’anic commentators and scholars in the Islamic heritage, and numerous
works-including books, theses, and articles-have been written on it.

The most important question in this area is whether these works have addressed the
subject according to sound theological and exegetical criteria. Accordingly, the aim of
this research is to identify and articulate the critiques directed at Qur’anic writings on
prophetic infallibility, as assessed by theological method and exegetical method.

Regarding the background of the research, although some studies have broadly and
incompletely critiqued certain works-such as Farqant and Jahram1’s A Critical Reading
of the Non-Sh1'T Scholar’s View of Prophetic Infallibility through Qur’anic Texts (2021)
and Khtishrang, Mirjalili, and Faridiini’s The Methodology of Interpreting the Verses of
Prophetic Infallibility (2020)-none of the existing works have evaluated these writings
on the basis of theological and exegetical foundations.

The present research is innovative in two respects: first, in its subject matter, as it
specifically examines the theological-exegetical critique of Qur’anic works on prophet-
ic infallibility; second, in its logical organization and research structure, which is un-
precedented in this field. This study adopts a comprehensive and extensive approach to
provide a clear picture of the theological-exegetical criticisms leveled at these writings.
Such an approach can reveal new dimensions of religious and historical concepts pre-
viously neglected. Moreover, the scientific critique of prophetic infallibility can expand
dialogue and exchange among followers of different denominations and cultures, there-
by enhancing mutual understanding. It also helps strengthen rational and transmitted
arguments in defense of religious teachings. Within this framework, the main axes of the
research include: identifying and analyzing the primary Qur’anic texts on prophetic in-
fallibility in the Islamic heritage; examining various Qur’anic views and the theological
and methodological critique of the relevant writings and commentaries; and assessing
the impact of this concept on contemporary understandings of the prophets’ status in
Islamic societies.

Method

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method, consulting multiple library sourc-
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es and focusing on a core approach in exegetical studies, namely theological-exegetical
principles, to critically evaluate the works under consideration. A total of 150 Qur’anic
works related to prophetic infallibility-including exegetical books, independent Qur’anic
and theological books on the subject, and relevant articles-were examined and analyzed.
The manner in which these writings addressed the issue was assessed according to the
criterion of theological-exegetical principles, and the resulting criticisms were articulat-
ed by applying this standard.

Findings

The examination and comparison of the Qur’anic writings on prophetic infallibility
with theological-exegetical principles reveal that these works have not examined the
subject in a methodical, rule-based, or thoroughly researched manner. Rather, numer-
ous problems and criticisms apply to them-regardless of whether the works affirm the
infallibility of the prophets or reject some of its dimensions. All these writings have pro-
ceeded largely on the basis of the author’s theological, doctrinal, and inclination-bound
premises, while neglecting the proper criteria of theological-exegetical analysis.

Discussion

The findings reveal a significant methodological gap in the Qur’anic writings on pro-
phetic infallibility: most works either rely excessively on sectarian premises or fail to
integrate rational and transmitted evidence in a balanced manner. This indicates that the
theological-exegetical approach-which demands simultaneous attention to linguistic,
contextual, and rational criteria-has not been systematically applied. The consequence
is that arguments for or against infallibility often become circular or reductionist, weak-
ening their persuasiveness across denominational lines. A key implication is that future
research must prioritize the development of a unified methodological framework that
does not favor reason over revelation or vice versa but harmonizes them. The study also
acknowledges a limitation: although 150 works were examined, the analysis did not in-
clude unpublished manuscripts or works in non-Arabic languages, which might contain
alternative perspectives. Furthermore, the lack of a standardized set of theological-exe-
getical criteria across Islamic schools remains an obstacle. Addressing this could foster
more constructive inter-school dialogue and help contemporary readers avoid simplistic
or polemical readings of prophetic infallibility.

Conclusion

Given the importance of prophetic infallibility in Islamic teachings, the outcome of
the comparative and analytical study of Qur’anic works on this subject shows that, al-
though this field has benefited from considerable scholarly and exegetical efforts, it
still requires a methodological reconstruction at the level of theological-exegetical prin-
ciples. This reconstruction must be based on establishing a balance between rational
demonstration, Qur’anic text, and authoritative tradition-neither allowing reason to
dominate transmitted sources nor falling into the captivity of literalistic traditionalism.
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Instead, a comprehensive approach is needed, one that can explain the status of prophet-
ic infallibility by simultaneously and harmoniously drawing upon reason, the Qur’an,
and the Sunnah.
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