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Abstract

slam accords particular significance to ethics and early child-
I hood, often regarded as the golden period of education. Devel-
oping an indigenous-Islamic model for moral education during
this stage requires not only an examination of moral education
within religious teachings-the Qur'an and Hadith-but also a study of the
ideas of Muslim thinkers concerning this period. Analyzing the views of
Mashsha’t (Peripatetic) thinkers, as representatives of the first Islamic
educational school, constitutes an essential step toward formulating such
a model. With the aim of investigating the nature and rationale of moral
education in early childhood, this article examines the works of Mashsha't
thinkers using a descriptive-analytical method, identifying the concept,
objectives, influencing factors, and content of moral education during this
stage. The findings indicate that, from the perspective of Mashsha't think-
ers, moral education of children in early childhood is not only feasible and
necessary, neglecting it is impermissible. The ultimate goal of moral edu-
cation in this period is human felicity (Sa ‘adah), while some of its interme-
diate objectives include obedience to and respect for parents, teaching the
science of ethics prior to other disciplines, and refining personal manners.
Influential factors are categorized into human factors and environmental
factors. Among the most important virtues that the educational content of
this period seeks to cultivate are contentment (Qand ‘ah), patience (Sabr),
humility (Tawadu ), chastity of speech (‘iffat al-Kalam), and chastity of
appetite (‘iffat al-Batn).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research investigates moral education in early childhood from the perspective of
Mashsha’1 (Peripatetic) thinkers. It is based on the premise that moral education for chil-
dren during their formative years differs from that for the general public due to their spe-
cific developing characteristics. Considering the necessity of tailoring moral education to
developmental stages and the differing anthropological foundations of the Islamic system
compared to others, this study endeavors to extract the core elements of children’s moral
education from the works of Mashsha'1 philosophers. By reviewing Islamic precedents
and referencing the three-stage model of education in a Prophetic Hadith, the position of
early childhood within the Mashsha'1 ethical framework is explored.

Method

Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this research examines and deduces the
viewpoints of Mashsha'1 thinkers on the moral education of young children. The con-
tent of written works by Mashsha'1 philosophers, including works such as al-Madinah
al-Fadilah by al-Farabi, al-Shifa’ and al-Najat by Ibn Sina (Avicenna), and Akhlag-e
Naser1 by Khwajah Nagir al-Din al-TiisT, was analyzed in relation to the research’s core
themes and questions.

Findings

The findings are presented across six themes, as follows.

Concept. Moral education for young children is defined as “a series of gradual activities
aimed at providing the necessary grounds and conditions for the child’s movement to-
wards happiness and perfection, guided by reason, through teaching moral behaviors, de-
veloping the capacity for moral conduct, and nurturing all moral potentials in accordance
with the characteristics of children aged zero to seven.” This definition, framed within
Mashsha'1 philosophy, emphasizes five key features: gradualness, comprehensiveness of
developmental dimensions, attention to individual differences in designing educational
programs, attainment of human felicity, and the dominance of reason over other aspects of
human existence. In this process, nurturing faculties that manifest earlier in the child based
on their nature should be prioritized over others.

Starting age. The views of Mashsha'1 thinkers on the commencement of moral educa-
tion can be summarized into three ideas: some consider initiation from the prenatal period
— emphasizing pre-natal care; others regard the moment of birth as the starting point; and
still others, referencing texts such as the treatise al-Siyasah, consider the end of the breast-
feeding period (weaning) as the true beginning of the moral education process. Ultimately,
Mashsha'1 philosophers agree that children, from infancy, should become acquainted with
moral behaviors alongside their natural play and activities, gradually internalizing them.
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Furthermore, they all believe that preventive measures during pregnancy lay the ground-
work for the formation of the child’s moral character. Therefore, moral education can be
considered a continuous process that begins in the prenatal period by providing conducive
conditions and avoiding detrimental factors, and in the early years of life gains an active
and conscious dimension through objective instruction and role modeling.

Possibility. Moral education for young children is not only possible but also crucial, as
neglecting it can lead to significant educational harms in later stages. Considering that pre-
paratory measures are also part of education, its commencement dates back to before birth.

Objectives. The objectives of moral education for children were examined in two cat-
egories: ultimate and intermediate. The ultimate goal, consistent with the overall educa-
tional system of these thinkers, is “human felicity.” Some intermediate objectives during
this period include obedience to parents and educators, respect for them, prioritizing mor-
al instruction, cultivating resilience against harshness and difficulty, refining manners in
eating, drinking, speaking, movement, and dwelling, and observing the rights of parents.
These objectives, in essence, serve as the foundations that enable the realization of moral
virtues guided by reason in later developmental stages.

Factors. The factors influencing children’s moral education were examined in two cat-
egories. The first includes human factors, such as family (particularly parents and espe-
cially the mother), playmates, and companions with whom the child interacts. The second
comprises environmental factors, which in turn include the physiological environment
governing the child’s body and the socio-cultural and educational environment.

Content. For Mashsha'1 thinkers, the most important considerations in determining the
content of moral education for children are: alignment of content with the child’s needs,
developmental stages, nature, and educational phases, attention to individual differences
among children, provision of engaging elements to foster interest, attention to practical
examples, and consideration of children’s interests and aversions. On this basis, the most
important virtues to be addressed in the content of this period-aimed at the gradual realiza-
tion of the corresponding dispositions in the child-include contentment, patience, humility,
purity of speech, and purity of appetite. Conversely, the most significant vices from which
this content should steer children away are gluttony, laziness, love of ease, anger, fear, and
any other undesirable character trait.

Discussion

—>=

The findings demonstrate that Mashsha'1 thinkers, in alignment with Islamic teachings,
devoted special attention to moral education from the very beginning of life. Their em-
phasis on education during childhood stems from the conviction that a child’s capacity to
adapt to their environment and to others in adulthood is more significantly influenced by
childhood behavioral and moral habits than by later interventions. However, since these
thinkers did not present a separate or systematic discussion of this topic in their works,
and the abovementioned points have been extracted from scattered writings, some aspects
they may have considered in children’s moral education are not explicitly apparent in
their texts. Consequently, alongside the strengths of their views, certain weaknesses were
observed, including insufficient attention to supra-human factors in moral education and
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the omission of certain virtues-such as empathy, courage, benevolence, and responsibil-
ity-during this period. Despite its philosophical and rationalist character, the Mashsha’i
school has provided valuable groundwork for the moral education of children within the
Islamic tradition.

Conclusion

Mashsha’1 thinkers place significant emphasis on the importance of education during
childhood, believing that adherence to the principles of Islam from a young age helps
shape and strengthen children’s behavioral and moral foundations, preparing them for the
future. This enables them to traverse the path of happiness through wisdom and sound rea-
soning. To complement this perspective and develop an indigenous Islamic model of child
moral education, it is recommended that comparative research on the works of Mashsha'i
philosophers be expanded, focusing on the practical aspects of moral education.
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