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Abstract

he relationship between science and religion has been one of
T the most fundamental and contested issues in the history of
philosophical, theological, and scientific thought in both the
West and the Islamic world. The central question of this re-
search is whether an epistemological and philosophical model can be
presented that, while preserving the relative independence of science
and religion, avoids conflict, absolute separation, one-sided applica-
tion, and eclecticism, and provides the ground for constructive interac-
tion between the two. In response to this question, the present article
analyses and critiques four principal approaches to the relationship
between science and religion—conflict, separation, one-sided applica-
tion, and synthesis—and demonstrates that each of these approaches
suffers from serious epistemological and methodological deficiencies.
Subsequently, drawing upon the meta-approach of “‘philosophical inter-
actionism” and utilising the foundations of Islamic philosophy, particu-
larly Transcendent Wisdom (al-hikmah al-muta ‘aliyah), an alternative
model for explicating the relationship between science and religion is
presented. The principal achievement of the research is that philosophy,
as a foundational and epistemically mediating discipline, can provide a
framework in which science and religion are situated neither in opposi-
tion nor in complete separation, but rather in an interactive, comple-
mentary, and synergistic relationship. On the basis of this approach,
science and religion, while maintaining their methodological and do-
main-specific differences, are able to reinforce one another in under-
standing reality, meaning, and the ultimate purpose of existence. The
research method is library-based and grounded in descriptive-critical
analysis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between science and religion has long been one of the most fundamen-
tal and challenging issues in the history of human thought, especially in the philosophical
and theological tradition of the West and the Islamic world. Both science and religion
have ancient backgrounds, and the manner of their interaction has shaped the course of
epistemological and social developments in societies. The main question of this research
is whether an epistemological and philosophical model can be presented that, while main-
taining the relative independence of science and religion, avoids the four harms of conflict,
absolute separation, one-sided application, and eclecticism, and provides the ground for
constructive and synergistic interaction between them. In this writing, by science is meant
modern empirical and natural science, which explains natural phenomena through obser-
vation, experiment, hypothesis formation, and falsifiability; and by religion is meant a
general meaning referring to the common aspects of monotheistic religions. After analys-
ing and critiquing four main approaches to the relationship between science and religion,
the article introduces its chosen approach under the title “philosophical interactionism”
based on the foundations of Transcendent Wisdom and seeks to provide a coherent frame-
work for the epistemological synergy of science and religion.

Method

The present research is library-based and based on descriptive-critical analysis. In this
method, first, philosophical, theological, and scientific texts related to the relationship
between science and religion are examined. Then, the four main approaches—conflict,
separation, one-sided application, and eclecticism—are precisely analysed and criticised.
Data are collected from reliable primary and secondary sources and compared with a crit-
ical approach. Next, the foundations of Sadrian Transcendent Wisdom are chosen as the
theoretical framework and serve as the basis for presenting the model of “philosophical
interactionism.” The method of analysis is a combination of conceptual interpretation, in-
ternal criticism, and comparative comparison. Also, Western philosophical traditions such
as Hegelian dialectic, James’s and Dewey’s epistemological pluralism, and Gadamer’s
hermeneutics have been used as complementary sources. The research community is phil-
osophical and religious texts related to the subject, and sampling was done purposefully.

Findings

The research findings can be reported in several main axes.

A) Critique of conflictualism. This view, which considers science and religion essen-
tially incompatible, is defended by some scientists (positivists, materialists, Locke, and
Hume) and by extreme religious believers. The findings show that the alleged conflict is
often apparent, temporary, and arising from a superficial understanding of religious texts
or the limitations of science in a particular period, not essential and fundamental.
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B) Critique of separatism (parallelism). Defenders such as Kant, Barth, Schleiermacher,
and Soroush consider science as knowledge of nature and religion as ethics and meaning.
The main critique is that by denying any intersection, it neglects the synergies between
science and religion and falls into epistemological reductionism.

C) Critique of one-sided application (scientific interpretation of religion). This approach
considers science as the final criterion of truth and interprets religious teachings based on
scientific findings; in the West it is represented by Tillich, Bultmann, Tipler, and Hawking,
and in the Islamic world by the scientific interpretation current (such as Tantawi, Ba-
zargan, Paknejad, and Makarem Shirazi). Critiques: empirical science is conjectural and
falsifiable, while revealed religion is immune from error; this approach practically gives
science superiority over religion and leads to the distortion of original religious meanings.
‘Allamah Tabataba'1 in al-Mizan has strongly opposed this method and emphasised the
independence of the Qur’an in understanding meanings.

D) Critique of synthesis and eclecticism. This current, without a clear criterion, mix-
es elements of science and non-religious schools with religious teachings and creates a
“new religion.” From the Qur’anic perspective (such as the verse “Do not mix truth with
falsehood”), it is rejected and leads to interpretation by personal opinion, innovation, and
destruction of religious identity.

E) Chosen approach: philosophical interactionism. After criticising the four approaches,
the fundamental question is how philosophy can be used to solve the problem of science
and religion, without philosophy itself having the same problematic relations with reli-
gion. The answer is that philosophy here is not meant in the absolute sense, but rather
the specific foundations of Islamic wisdom, especially Sadrian Transcendent Wisdom, in
which philosophy and religion are aligned and complementary. Philosophy is a rational
tool for a deeper understanding of revelation and, by accepting the primacy of existence
(asalah al-wujud), substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyah), gradational unity (al-
wahdah al-tashkikiyah), and the hierarchy of existence, places different levels of knowl-
edge (sensory, rational, intuitive, and revelatory) in a coherent ontological system.

F) The four principles of philosophical interactionism. (1) Non-relativistic epistemo-
logical pluralism; (2) flexible hierarchy; (3) complementarity; (4) dialogue-centeredness.

G) The three roles of philosophy. The foundational role (determining the conditions
of the possibility of knowledge), the mediating role (providing a common language be-
tween science and religion), and the critical role (criticising the extremes of scientism and
religiosity). The interactionalisation of philosophy also makes other sciences (theology,
mysticism, empirical and human sciences) interactional.

H) The chosen view. Science and religion are neither contradictory nor completely sepa-
rate, but complementary to each other. Science explores the laws of nature through empiri-
cal method, and religion expresses the meaning and ultimate purpose of existence through
revelation. Religion without science leads to superstition, and science without religion is
reduced to dry and soulless materialism. Among Islamic thinkers, ‘Allamah Ja‘farT and
Martyr MutahharT are pioneers of this interactional approach, and among Western think-
ers, lan Barbour, inspired by Whitehead’s process theology, has come close to interaction,
although his foundations (considering God and the world as co-ordinate) are criticisable.
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Conclusion

The conclusion of the research is that the issue of the relationship between science and
religion is, more than a conflict between two sources of knowledge, a philosophical issue
at the level of foundations and presuppositions. The approaches of conflict, absolute sep-
aration, one-sided application, and eclecticism are each ineffective for epistemological
reasons. In contrast, “philosophical interactionism” based on Transcendent Wisdom, with
the four principles of non-relativistic pluralism, flexible hierarchy, complementarity, and
dialogue-centeredness, provides a coherent framework for the synergy of science and reli-
gion. This model, while removing apparent conflict, provides the ground for constructive
dialogue between the religious tradition and contemporary science.

The main achievement of the article is the presentation of this theoretical framework
for interdisciplinary studies of science and religion, and it raises new questions for future
research, including how to apply this model in specific scientific and religious fields.
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