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Abstract

Primary and common predication are sometimes used in the domain of the contract of positing
(‘aqd al-wad") and in the contract of predication (‘aqd al-haml). Each of these two uses has its
own specific implication. Like other philosophers, ‘Allamah Tabatabaei employs these two
kinds of predication in his works and attempts to explain certain philosophical issues, such as
mental existence and predication about non-existent things, with their help. A correct
understanding of ‘Allamah’s statements and an evaluation of his views on these issues depend
on knowing which type of predication he employs in each discussion. This research, with an
analytical approach and based on library sources, examines ‘Allamah’s views in order to
determine which model of primary and common predication he uses and to what extent this
approach is reliable. The importance of this study lies in the fact that the correct analysis of
primary and common predication plays a fundamental role in issues such as the theory of truth
and the concomitance of thing and existence (musawagqat al-shay’ wa al-wujud), because the
acceptance of each of these theories depends on the precise explanation of“these two
predications. The results of the research show that ‘Allamah hasnot paid sufficient attention to
the distinction between primary and common predication and-has sometimes expressed
conflicting views. In addition, ‘Allamah’s particular interpretation of the nature of predication
makes the application of the two.

Keywords: predication, primary predication, common predication, nature of predication,
divisions of predication
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