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Abstract

bn Sina introduces the idea of genus (jins) in explaining the
I relationship of gradational universals (al-kullt al-mushak-
kak) with their individuals among Muslim Peripatetics. This
idea is criticised by Suhrawardi, who demonstrates that a
gradational universal cannot logically be considered a proximate genus
for its individuals, nor can their specific quiddities be regarded as fall-
ing under it. Suhrawardi proposes the idea of the universal concomitant
(al-lazim al-a ‘amm) of the gradational universal in relation to its indi-
viduals, and considers existence and light as universal concomitants in
relation to existences and lights. This idea reaches perfection in al-TusT’s
thought; in criticising Fakhr al-Din al-Razi'’s statements concerning
how existence is predicated of the Necessary and the contingent, al-Tust
systematically explains the universal concomitant of existence in rela-
tion to existential realities. However, this same idea becomes the basis
for Ibn Kammiinah s famous doubt concerning the negation of the unity
of the Necessary Existent, and Mulla Sadra, in refuting this objection,
arrives at the idea of gradation (tashkik) in the reality of existence,
transforming gradation in the concept of existence into gradation in its
reality. Understanding this evolutionary trajectory in the thought of
Muslim philosophers concerning how existence is gradational in rela-
tion to its instances provides an appropriate historical perspective on
the evolution of existence and its properties among Muslim thinkers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article seeks, through a historical examination of gradational universals (al-
kulliyat al-mushakkikah), to demonstrate that Peripatetic philosophy faces serious log-
ical challenges within its own intellectual framework. These challenges led critics such
as Shaykh al-Ishraq and Ibn Kammiinah—and even Peripatetics such as Khwajah Nasir
al-Din al-TwsT —to revise their views concerning how gradational universals are predi-
cated of their instances. This, in turn, ultimately transformed Mulla Sadra’s approach to
the problem of gradation (tashkik) and the gradation of existence.

The historical trajectory of the idea of the gradation of existence was observed in an
article by Siizancht (2004), and it may be claimed that such an approach to the “gra-
dational nature of existence” is found only in that article. Although the course of dis-
cussion in that article bears a strong resemblance to the present writing, the present
article advances a different idea in its analysis of Suhrawardi’s view concerning how
a gradational universal is predicated of its individuals. Consequently, it also follows a
different path in its analysis of al-TisT’s perspective, and the central idea of this article
in analysing the evolution of the gradational universal from Suhrawardi to Mulla Sadra
differs fundamentally from what Stzanchi presents. By advancing its new idea, this
writing can shed fresh light on the origins of other philosophical problems, including
the “doubt of Ibn Kammiinah,” the discussion of the “universal concomitant” (al-lazim
al-a‘amm), and others.

‘Obudiyyat has noted the disagreements on this subject, but he did not examine the
problem from a historical standpoint. Two articles by Muhammad Kazim ‘Alawt on the
gradational universal of existence appeared in the Journal of the Faculty of Literature,
University of Isfahan, in 2004 and 2006. In the first, he addresses the origin of the
formulation of the problem of the gradation of existence in the views of Ibn Stna and
al-Tst, proposing that the manner in which existence is predicated of the Necessary and
the contingent, and the nature of this predication, was the principal cause of these two
thinkers’ discussion of the gradation of existence—a problem and approach entirely dis-
tinct from the discussion in this article. In his second article, he addresses the historical
evolution of the term mushakkik in logic and the difference between Farabi’s and Ibn
Stna’s views and that of Aristotle—which likewise differs completely from the present
writing, both in scope and in approach. Vahid Khademzadah also has an article entitled
“The Theory of Gradational Terms: Farabi and Ibn Sina’s Solution to the Aristotelian
Challenge” in the Journal of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Tehran,
which is more similar in scope and subject to ‘Alaw1’s second article and is entirely
distinct from this writing and its content.

It should be noted that most research on gradation has examined the problem from
the perspective of the gradation of existence, the gradational nature or non-gradational
nature of quiddity, and their approach has been to criticise these doctrines. The present
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research, however, takes a historical view of the evolution of gradation as a problem for
Peripatetic thought and of how these challenges provided the context and ground for the
formulation of the idea of gradation in the reality of existence in Mulla Sadra’s thought.
This perspective on gradation and the gradation of existence clarifies the position of this
doctrine in the various schools of Islamic philosophy—Peripatetic, [lluminationist, and
Transcendent—for graduate students and professors of philosophy, and provides a new
horizon for viewing other related discussions such as gradation in quiddity, accidental
multiplicity, and the accidental or essential nature of gradational quiddities.

Method

The research method in this article is library-based study and note-taking. Alongside
the collection of library data, it is necessary to compare Peripatetic and Illumination-
ist thinkers in their conceptual innovations concerning how gradational universals are
predicated of their instances, and to analyse the challenges they encountered in these
innovations, so that a picture of the historical evolution of gradation and the gradation
of existence from Ibn Sina to Mulla Sadra can be presented. Therefore, alongside data
collection, data analysis with a historical approach must be considered one of the meth-
odological components of this research.

In this research, the views of contemporary thinkers concerning the Muslim Peripa-
tetics’ lack of serious attention to the problem of the gradational universal will first be
discussed, and the background of the discussion among Aristotelians will be presented.
Subsequently, Ibn Sina’s view concerning the relation of the gradational universal to
its individuals, the evolution of his views on this matter, and the challenges he encoun-
tered will be reported. Then Suhrawardi’s approach to resolving these challenges and
al-TusT’s effort to reconcile Suhrawardr’s view with Ibn Stna’s will be shown. It will
then become clear how al-Tiist’s view provided the ground for the formulation of Ibn
Kamminah’s doubt, and how responding to this doubt led to a transformation in Mulla
Sadra’s approach to the problem of the gradation of existence.

Findings

Ibn Sina, in his later works such as al-Ta‘ligat, considers two individuals of a single
gradational universal to be two types under that universal, which is the proximate genus
for those two; each of the two individuals is in reality a specific quiddity under that gra-
dational universal, and we refer to them as two individuals only by way of tolerance (Ibn
Sina, 2000, p. 47). From this statement of the Shaykh, it can be understood that in his
view, the distinction between two individuals of a single gradational universal is a dif-
ference by differentia (tafawut bi-1-fasl)—a difference by a part of the essence—where
the universal in question is the proximate genus for the two, and they are species under
that proximate genus (‘Obudiyyat, 2004, vol. 2, p. 71).

In contrast, Suhrawardi holds that the gradational distinction—which is by intensity
and weakness, priority and posteriority, or priority and non-priority—is a new kind of
distinction, different from distinction by accidents, distinction by parts of the essence,
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and distinction by the entire essence; it must be considered the fourth type of difference
and distinction (Dinani, 1985, pp. 265-267).

Al-TusT explicitly states that existences are distinguished from one another by their
entire essence. For the common aspect of existences is naturally existence, and since this
common aspect is not included in their essence, these existences have no commonality
at the level of essence. In other words, just as Suhrawardi had noted, existence cannot
be a genus for these realities; thus, if existence as their common aspect is not their ge-
nus, then they have no commonality in essence, and their essences are completely and
entirely distinguished from one another. Therefore, existences become realities that are
mutually exclusive by their entire essence. Hence, existence is predicated of them as
their common aspect and has the relation of a predicate outside the essence—that is, an
accidental predicate—to them. But this accidental predicate is attributed to them nec-
essarily and without the mediation of anything; thus, existence for existences, although
an accident, has a relation of necessity (al-nisbah al-luziimiyyah) with them and cannot
be negated from them in any possible world. Thus, it becomes a necessary accident
(al-‘arad al-lazim) for them. On the other hand, since these existences have no point
of commonality in their essences and are mutually exclusive by their entire essence,
existence is a necessary accident for each of them and cannot be separated from them;
thus, it has a mode of generality and “being more general” (a‘amm) in relation to all
of them. Therefore, existence become for them a general necessary accident (al-‘arad
al-lazim al-‘amm).

In Mulla Sadra’s thought, and on the basis of the principiality of existence (asalat
al-wujiid), gradation does not remain in the mere concept of existence but extends to
its external reality. The principal difference between Mulla Sadra’s view and that of
Ibn Sina and the Peripatetics lies precisely in this point: he considers gradation to be
in the external reality of existence. This is what prevents him from falling into the two
epistemological and theological objections. For if it is asked how we have abstracted
the single concept of existence from existences, he replies: I have abstracted it from the
single external reality of existence, which is graded. I do not hold that existences are
mutually exclusive by their entire essence; existences are longitudinal grades of a single
reality, and existence is abstracted from that single, simple, graded reality. Thus, it is not
the case that a single concept has been abstracted necessarily from infinite individuals
whose external realities are completely distinct from one another and have no objective
point of commonality. Therefore, in Mulla Sadra’s view, gradation returns entirely to
existence, and gradation in existence is in its external reality, not merely in its concept;
gradation in the concept of existence derives from gradation in the reality of existence.

Conclusion

In Mulla Sadra’s view and that of the adherents of Transcendent Philosophy, it follows
that if “existence” is to be gradational and predicated of its individuals in a gradational
manner, this gradation must be in the external realm before it is in the realm of concept
and mind. That is, if “existence” is an objective and gradational reality, it can be pred-
icated of its individuals in a gradational manner. Therefore, the principiality of “exis-

ror



|||||||||||||||||||||| A §ylads VFe0) liasls 5 s Y1 850 i‘?ﬁdwﬂ’

(AT

tence” must first be affirmed, and this “existence” must be an objective, gradational
reality, so that it can be predicated of its individuals in a gradational manner. Otherwise,
no reasonable and logical explanation can be found for the gradational predication of
“existence” of its individuals, and it cannot be explained how this concept relates to its
instances. When this concept is considered with common predication (al-haml al-shay-
i), it can neither be included in the essence of these individuals (their genus) nor be
considered a general necessary accident for these individuals, since the same episte-
mological and theological problems would arise. Thus, the only way is that “existence”
must first be a gradational matter in the external world and objective realm, so that its
relation as a universal concept to its individuals can also be gradational.
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