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and innovative theories in urban planning, emerging as

part of the third wave of urbanisation worldwide, and has

become one of the most applicable theories in urban stud-

ies. In the context of creating creative cities, merely focusing on mod-

ern global theories is insufficient. Living in a country with an Irani-

) an-Islamic culture requires the localisation of these approaches. The
Received: 9 November 2025 . . . . S o

Revised: 21 January 2026 goal of tﬁzs study is to el'uczdate the role of credit systgms (i tibariyyat)

Accepted: 27 April 2026 in creating a creative city; th(us, the research rec)onszders the concept

Available Online: 7 June 2026 of the creative city in light of ‘Allamah Tabataba T’s approaches, iden-

tifying common elements among the inferred concepts. Through this,

it seeks to recognise the influential dimensions in the creative city

T he theory of the Creative City is one of the most up-to-date
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° based on ‘Allamah’s theory of credit perceptions (i tibariyyat) within

the Iranian-Islamic urban context. Therefore, this research intends to

Keywords: examine the ideas of urban planning in creative cities, considering
Reconsideration, contemporary approaches such as pragmatism and neo-pragmatism.
creative city, pragmatism Subsequently, the perspectives and thoughts of ‘Allamah Tabataba i,
and neo-pragmatism, a philosopher in the contemporary Islamic world, will be analysed in

this context, exploring the ontology, anthropology, and epistemology
of these concepts. Finally, these approaches have been studied in a
comparative manner. The findings of the research indicate that the
o main components constituting Floridas creative city theory have a
relative contradiction with Islamic thought. If the components of this
theory are reconsidered in accordance with Islamic thought and Ira-
nian culture, the creative city theory will undergo positive changes,
enhancing its effectiveness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of the Creative City, emphasising that all forms of interaction between citi-
zens and organisations should be entirely reciprocal and focused on solving urban problems
and improving quality of life, is rooted in Western philosophical foundations and world-
views. This concept is also characterised by features such as creating an attractive place
for work and living, providing an appealing destination for tourists, fostering the growth of
various economic sectors through the application and effective management of technology,
and serving as a hub for emerging enterprises, clusters, and research centres, particularly
in the field of advanced technologies. Furthermore, considering the global nature of urban
development and the prevailing notion that cities must adopt new development approaches
to meet the rapidly changing demands of contemporary society, the concept of the Creative
City has gained increasing significance worldwide.

Therefore, in order to facilitate the implementation of this idea within Iranian-Islamic cit-
ies and to prevent fundamental inconsistencies with the beliefs and values of the Islamic sys-
tem, it is necessary to localise and adapt such concepts. To this end, the present study draws
upon ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I ‘tibariyyat (conventional perceptions). By establish-
ing a connection between the Creative City concept, pragmatist approaches, and ‘Allamah
Tabataba 1’s philosophical thought, the study seeks to develop a model of the Creative City
that is compatible with the Iranian-Islamic urban context. For this purpose, a review of pre-
vious studies concerning various approaches has been conducted. Regarding the Creative
City, notable international examples—particularly the valuable works of Jane Jacobs—have
been examined. Through this review, recent urban development policies emphasising the
creation of creative cities, the extent to which creative cities are universal or exclusive, the
pathways through which cities around the world move toward creativity and inclusiveness,
urban regeneration through cultural creativity and social participation, and related issues
have been investigated.

On the other hand, research concerning ‘Allamah Tabataba'tT’s theory of conventional
perceptions has been undertaken with the aim of assessing the feasibility of localising the
Creative City theory and ensuring its philosophical compatibility with the Islamic princi-
ples governing society. This is because conventional perceptions play a fundamental role in
shaping cities based on Islamic culture. Overall, previous studies have adopted a positive and
optimistic view of the Creative City theory, concluding that strengthening the components of
a creative city can contribute to the growth of the creative class and enhance citizens’ quality
of life. However, unlike these studies, the present research seeks to reinterpret the concept of
the Creative City within the context of the Islamic city and to localise it in accordance with
‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I‘tibariyyat. As one of the most significant components of
‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s philosophical thought, this theory represents an effective step toward
the localisation of concepts. It fills the theoretical gap that has emerged between Islamic phi-
losophy and the applied discipline of urban planning. Accordingly, the theoretical approach
adopted in this research is that of critical interpretation.
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Method

The present study adopts a qualitative and analytical research design based on theory
development. In this fundamental-developmental research, data were collected through a
comprehensive review of library resources, including specialised books, scientific articles,
theses, and other credible sources relevant to the research topic. The analytical framework
of this study involves an introduction to the philosophies of Pragmatism and Neo-Pragma-
tism, with the aim of establishing a relationship between the practicality and usefulness of
outcomes emphasised in Pragmatist philosophy and the concept of the Creative City. This is
because a theory such as the Creative City theory can be considered effective and successful
only when it produces desirable outcomes in practice. The process of source selection was
based on several criteria, including direct relevance to the research topic, scientific credibil-
ity, currency of information, and citation value. Inclusion criteria comprised thematic rele-
vance to the research objectives, publication in reputable academic sources, the use of appro-
priate methodological approaches, and accessibility of the full text. To enhance the validity
of the research, priority was given to more recent sources and to those that held a recognised
scholarly position within the field of study. Exclusion criteria included insufficient relevance
to the research topic, duplication of information, lack of scientific credibility, inaccessibility
of the full text, and outdated information in cases where more recent and reliable sources
were available. Following the initial screening process, the selected sources were examined
in detail, and information relevant to the research objectives was extracted and analysed.

Findings

The indicators identified in this study include contextualism, a unified model, instrumen-
talism, purposefulness and effectiveness, interaction and participation, tolerance and social
freedom, epistemological foundations, and intellectual nature. These indicators were exam-
ined and compared across three approaches: the Creative City, Pragmatism and Neo-Prag-
matism, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I'tibariyyat (conventional perceptions). This
comparative analysis was conducted to determine the degree of compatibility or incom-
patibility of each component with the Western philosophies of Pragmatism and Neo-Prag-
matism on the one hand, and with the Islamic theory of I‘tibariyyat proposed by ‘Allamah
Tabataba’'1 on the other. Overall, based on the theoretical foundations and analyses conduct-
ed in the relevant fields, the findings revealed that among the eight influential components
of the Creative City model intended for implementation in the Iranian-Islamic city, only
one component demonstrates complete compatibility. Four of the principal and fundamental
components were found to be incompatible, while three components exhibit partial com-
patibility. In other words, although these three components are compatible at the conceptual
level, they are not aligned in terms of practical implementation. This finding indicates the
limitations of applying the Creative City theory, in its original Western formulation, within
the Iranian-Islamic cultural context. Accordingly, while the implementation of the Creative
City model has achieved considerable success in Western countries, its application in Iran is
likely to face challenges due to the presence of Iranian-Islamic approaches and because cer-
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tain intellectual and philosophical foundations of the Creative City concept are inconsistent
with Islamic and religious principles. Therefore, the localisation of this theory through its
modification and adaptation in accordance with Islamic thought can contribute to making the
Creative City model more compatible with the cultural values and social context of Iranian
citizens.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the Creative City theory, in its original Western formulation,
is not fully compatible with the philosophical and cultural foundations of the Iranian-Islamic
context. The comparative analysis reveals that the divergences are not merely superficial
but are rooted in differing ontological, anthropological, and epistemological commitments.
While the Creative City theory, drawing on pragmatist and neo-pragmatist philosophies, pri-
oritises practical outcomes, instrumental reason, and social tolerance, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s
theory of I ‘tibariyyat grounds human action and social organisation in a metaphysical frame-
work that situates credit perceptions within the broader structure of reality and human nature.
This framework provides a more comprehensive basis for evaluating urban policies, as it
accounts for both the material and spiritual dimensions of human existence. The partial com-
patibility observed in certain components suggests that localisation is possible, but it requires
a critical re-examination of the philosophical assumptions underlying the Creative City the-
ory. The study thus highlights the necessity of interdisciplinary dialogue between Islamic
philosophy and urban planning, and it offers a theoretical foundation for developing an “Ira-
nian-Islamic Creative City” model that is both culturally grounded and practically effective.

Conclusion

The contemporary city is a dynamic and complex phenomenon influenced by social, cul-
tural, economic, and political factors. Therefore, uniform approaches to urban problems can-
not adequately address the contextual differences among societies. In this regard, Creative
City theory can be effective when it is redefined according to the conditions, needs, values,
and cultural characteristics of each society. Its relationship with pragmatism and neo-prag-
matism stems from their shared emphasis on action, experience, practical outcomes, social
interaction, and context. Given the predominantly Western origins of Creative City theory,
its direct application in the Iranian-Islamic context may present challenges. Thus, the main
concern of this research is not to accept or reject the theory, but to examine the possibility of
reinterpreting and indigenising it based on the intellectual and value foundations of Iranian
society. In this regard, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I ‘tibariyyat is used as a framework
for connecting Creative City theory with pragmatism and neo-pragmatism. The findings
indicate a relative compatibility between some components of the Creative City and Islamic
thought. However, concepts such as social freedom and tolerance, as well as the use of tech-
nology, resilience, talent, and capabilities, require reinterpretation in accordance with Islamic
principles. Scientifically, these findings can contribute to interdisciplinary and comparative
studies and provide a basis for future empirical research. Practically, they can support the
indigenisation of policies and the redefinition of Creative City components in Iranian urban
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planning. Ultimately, the study highlights the possibility of developing an “Iranian-Islamic
Creative City” and emphasises the need to translate this theoretical framework into measur-
able indicators and an applicable model for Iranian cities.
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