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The issue of gender is a prominent subject in contemporary philosophical anthrtpology,
situated at the center of debates among various philosophical appreaches. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon the ‘primary sources of Islamic
philosophy, the present study investigates the ontology of gender. Although the term
“gender” in its contemporary sociological sense does not exist in‘Islamic philosophical
texts, concepts such as “maleness” (dhukdirah) and “femaleness” (uniithah) are considered
its closest equivalents. These concepts have been analyzediwithin the domains of natural
philosophy (tabi‘iyyat), philosophical psychology (science of the soul / ‘ilm al-nafs), and
philosophical anthropology. Muslim philosophers®have ™ regarded maleness and
femaleness not as essential constituents of the human quiddity (essence), but rather as
accidents and qualities supervening upon matter «and the reproductive organs; their
ultimate purpose (telos) is the preservation of the species, rather than the constitution of
the human essence.

Furthermore, an examination of the views of Muslim philosophers reveals that gender in
Islamic philosophy encompasses two dimensions: corporeal and psychological. The
corporeal dimension refers tostemperamental and physiological differences, while the
psychological dimension encompasses the acquired qualities of the soul associated with
the body.In Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), by accepting the
gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujtid) and the union of the soul and the body, gender
is perceived as‘a gradational reality that is neither exclusively material nor entirely
conventionalSubsequently, utilizing 'Allamah Tabataba’i’s theory of conventionalities
(i‘tibariyyat), a three-dimensional model of gender is articulated, comprising corporeal,
psychological, and socio-conventional dimensions. This model can provide a middle
ground between biological reductionism and social constructivism, thereby revealing the
capacities of Islamic philosophy in engaging with contemporary theories of gender.
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