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Abstract

One of Heidegger’s central questions in Being and Time; which constitutes a turning point in his philosophical reflections,
concerns the nature of Being. In his critique of the Western philosophical tradition for its forgetfulness of Being, Heidegger seeks
to elucidate the nature of Being through the existential structures of Dasein. Among the fundamental constituents of Dasein,
which determine the horizon of its ontological possibilities; is death. Dasein encounters death not merely through the death of the
Other, but as its ownmost possibility. It is in the presenceof death and nothingness that Being becomes a renewed possibility for
reflection. Heidegger’s concern is not to conceive death merely as an event that culminates in biological cessation and the
elimination of Dasein’s possibilities; rather, the fundamental question is how death is already present within Dasein’s Being. As
Dasein continually projects itself toward. the future and understands itself through projection, death is already present within its
existence. The present study seeks to bring to light Heidegger’s conception of death as a phenomenon already present in Dasein’s
existence and constitutive of its mode of Being. It argues that attending to nothingness and death is indispensable to an adequate

understanding of Being and life.
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Death as the Open Face of Being: An Analytical Examination of
Heidegger’s Theory of Being and Death

Abstract

Abstract

One of Heidegger’s central questions in Being and Time, which constitutes a turning peoint in his
philosophical reflections, concerns the nature of Being. In his critique of the. Western
philosophical tradition for its forgetfulness of Being, Heidegger seeks to elucidate the nature of
Being through the existential structures of Dasein. Among the fundamental constituents of
Dasein, which determine the horizon of its ontological possibilities, is. death. Dasein encounters
death not merely through the death of the Other, but as its ownmost possibility. It is in the
presence of death and nothingness that Being becomes a renewed possibility for reflection.
Heidegger’s concern is not to conceive death merely as.an event that culminates in biological
cessation and the elimination of Dasein’s possibilities, rather, the fundamental question is how
death is already present within Dasein’s Being. As Dasein continually projects itself toward the
future and understands itself through projection,death is already present within its existence.
The present study seeks to bring to light Heidegger’s conception of death as a phenomenon
already present in Dasein’s.existence.and constitutive of its mode of Being. It argues that
attending to nothingness and death is indispensable to an adequate understanding of Being and
life.

Keywords: Heidegger; Existential-Ontological Structure of Death; Dasein; Life
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