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This article aims to explain and critically examine Gholamhossein. Ebrahimi Dinani’s
reading of Ibn Rushd’s Peripatetic tradition. It investigates whether Dinani merely offers a
historical rereading of Ibn Rushd’s demonstrative interpretation or, by relocating Ibn
Rushd’s concepts within the horizon of Transcendent Philosephy and Illuminationist
wisdom, develops a distinctive interpretation that shifts the boundaries of the Peripatetic
tradition. The study employs philosophical and comparative analysis. It first reconstructs
Ibn Rushd’s account of interpretation, demonstration, and the relation between reason and
revelation. It then examines Dinani’s conception oireason, sacred reason, and the
existential dimension of knowledge, comparing, these themes with the basic premises of
Ibn Rushd’s Peripatetic framework. Finally, it critically evaluates the extent to which
Dinani’s interpretation is compatible ‘with, or, departs from, Ibn Rushd’s philosophical
system. The findings show that Dinani does not, understand Ibn Rushd’s demonstrative
reason merely at the level of conceptual logic and discursive argumentation. By
emphasizing the luminous character of reason and its relation to the degrees of being, he
elevates it to the levél of sacred‘reason. In this account, sacred reason does not negate
demonstration; rather, it represents its ontological transcendence and expansion into a
broader horizon of knowledge: Nevertheless, this interpretation brings Ibn Rushd closer to
a thinker of“intuition and illumination than to a philosopher primarily committed to
demonstrative reasoning: Such a move creates tension with certain central premises of Ibn
Rushd’s Peripateticusystem.Dinani’s reading of Ibn Rushd is not a merely historical
reconstruction but _a creative, ontological reinterpretation that reformulates Peripatetic
concepts,within the horizon of Illuminationist and Transcendent Philosophy. While this
reading may. open new possibilities for religious rationality and the relation between reason
and, revelation, it requires a more precise hermeneutical distinction between an
interpretation grounded in Ibn Rushd’s texts and a systematic reinterpretation informed by
Dinani’s own philosophical commitments.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article aims to explain and critically assess Gholamhossein Ebrahimi Dinani’s reading of
the Peripatetic tradition of Ibn Rushd. The central problem of the study is whether Dinani, in
dealing with Ibn Rushd’s notion of demonstrative interpretation, merely offers a historical
reconstruction or instead reinterprets it within the framework of Transcendent Theosophy and
[Nluminationism in a way that displaces the boundaries of the Peripatetic tradition. The main
hypothesis is that Dinani elevates Ibn Rushd’s demonstrative intellect to the level of sacred
intellect, thereby presenting an ontological conception of reason that goes beyond purely
conceptual logic and moves toward light, intuition, and existential transcendence. The
significance of this topic lies in the fact that the relation among reason, interpretation,
philosophy, and revelation remains one of the most fundamental issues in Islamic intellectual
history. In the contemporary context, re-readings of classical philosophers such as Ibn Rushd
can contribute to a deeper understanding of religious rationality and.its philosophical
possibilities. Dinani’s approach is especially important because it does not merely repeat the
historical language of the tradition, but seeks to reconstruct classical concepts in a broader
metaphysical horizon. Accordingly, the study investigates whether this reconstruction remains
faithful to the original meaning of Ibn Rushd or whether it transforms the Peripatetic
framework into a new philosophical vision.

Method

The study employs philosophical and comparative analysiss First, the principal concepts in
Ibn Rushd’s texts, especially interpretation, demonstrative imatellect, and the relationship
between philosophy and Sharia, are reconstructed from primary sources. Then Dinani’s
interpretation of these concepts is examined through his philosophical writings and
discussions in order to identify the points at which he departs from, revises, or transcends the
original Peripatetic framework. The research.is library-based and text-centered, relying on
close reading of philosophical texts. rather than empirical data. The analytical process
proceeds in three stages. In.the first'stage;‘the conceptual structure of Ibn Rushd’s thought is
clarified, with particular attention to the role of demonstration, levels of interpretation, and the
defense of philosophy against literalist readings of religion. In the second stage, Dinani’s
philosophical language is examined; especially his emphasis on light, intuition, intellectual
presence, and the sacred dimension of reason. In the third stage, the two frameworks are
compared in order to determine whether Dinani’s reading should be understood as a historical
commentary, a philosophical expansion, or a hermeneutical transformation.

Results

The findings indicate that Dinani does not treat reason merely as an instrument of formal
argumentation or logical deduction. Rather, he raises it to a luminous and sacred level. In his
reading, sacred intellect is not opposed to demonstrative intellect but represents its higher
fulfillment. Thus, Ibn Rushd is reintroduced not simply as a defender of philosophical proof,
but as a thinker whose rational project can be reinterpreted in a more ontological and spiritual
direction. At the same time, this interpretation creates a significant tension. Ibn Rushd’s own
texts strongly emphasize the clarity of proof, the distinction among levels of discourse, and
the rational defense of philosophy against misreading. The concept of sacred intellect,
however, is not explicitly present in his thought in the form proposed by Dinani. Therefore,
while Dinani’s reading opens new possibilities for understanding the relation between
philosophy and spirituality, it also raises questions about historical fidelity and textual
precision. The study shows that Dinani’s interpretation is philosophically productive but
hermeneutically expansive.

Conclusions
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The article concludes that Dinani’s reading of Ibn Rushd is best understood not as a strict
historical reconstruction, but as a creative philosophical reinterpretation. It is creative because
it reveals new dimensions of reason within Islamic philosophy and places Ibn Rushd in
dialogue with illuminationist and transcendence-oriented metaphysics. It is also productive
because it highlights the possibility of thinking about reason beyond the narrow boundaries of
formal demonstration. However, this reinterpretation also requires caution. A distinction must
be maintained between faithful historical interpretation and philosophical re-appropriation. If
this distinction is ignored, Ibn Rushd’s own conceptual system may be read through
categories that belong to a different philosophical horizon. The article therefore argues that
Dinani’s approach enriches contemporary Islamic philosophy, but its validity depends on
whether it is presented as a philosophical expansion rather than a direct historical description.
In sum, Dinani moves Ibn Rushd from the level of a philosopher of demonstrativeé reason
toward the horizon of luminous and sacred intellect. This shift contributes tosthe renewal of
Islamic philosophical discourse, but it also problematizes the boundary between
interpretation, reconstruction, and philosophical transformation.
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