





LIRSt

vy E)LO.Q feY OL:“"‘.‘US)L@ AL 5)9.)






——7

V e oMo g 3,21 e 51 bl oles JLoS sl

‘_g)l.:w“sa.]@a.asy&q QL?L...: “_g.)bidwg

| 1 I }Qéj uu)%wuyo‘).a_: G’Luls‘s‘aj.aéwu_’dj‘&aﬂ‘bb olf&::d LgOLM“Sm)).’
o Loynem g g)lax Loy 20
S Sy S5t g 092 ol 5] sl gl 95 1yl agS Byl s sl (o lnsl Ayl

01) LS"‘L"C Q‘?Mj él..‘a) JIPMQ

R dﬂ?@&la)b‘poy@gm@wwbbﬁ}l.\ga.?Lgﬁjs;:
TR WRWESs)

Vo (s lan S sl i ) OB b (3188 9 (3loys Byl ol a5 g0l any 0
S99 e e 9 (Hle Blorwlosme 3
WY e 81,0Y CBlogl SUS e b awgbs dlyn Slije Solos pllss slaailie oS Jlgasb

598 ST s en 9 (55030 Jeolb don




A TAYA YRR Gbl:t))éelﬁ‘o}e‘_é.‘o)"oéL&J;»‘bQT&}uJMSCMQuLC}‘Qy}J.uo)jm

oSy b gL ol placl ol HlalSaasee £

WY oo 2o Oy 9 St Sy oloul 5l L8 Lads ple dpdasdalllas
9520000 Jomy 5 paiie Jaadle 2
NAY e @ﬁ@h‘f}l&l;w‘y)é((‘)fﬁl.’a’L)b))éém‘um)f

gyl Loy Sy g sLidlygs dllzgyamn 23

A [ 2o CweS> 50 cpdidis o s Slus el g clolisl fdox o)y

(_g)lfA;.é.wlo,:MMB Lg)l‘.‘;ml‘sﬂa.\a.m‘_g%..o .)MQ

Y oeiittittttt ettt e e r——a—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————_. ‘Sal)lscli))hﬁij
Syl bS5 2
YEB ceeeervveummeeeseeaasiseseseessnsssssseeissnseee Syl ol gl ola yo dsglas slas dlives g )],3

pdie goplnllopdle g (guzge 555 2
YA eaeans b soduns saienle paad o lw pwlolBuss 9Ty

‘_gol.mﬁé.:j)lfug) 20 ‘uo;ol.‘o)mg




Islamic Philosophical Doctrines

Print: 2251- 9386
Online: 2783- 4026

Comparison of the Ultimate Perfection of Man from the
Perspectives of Rogers and Mulla Sadra

14 Mohammad Azadi * ™| Sajjad Nikkho ? | Mostafa Esfandiari®

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Theology and Islamic
Studies, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran. Email: mo.azadi313@gmail.com

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Farhangian University,Tehran, Iran. Email:

s.nikkho@cfu.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Razavi University of Islamic Sciences,
Mashhad, Iran. Email: esfandiari@razavi.ac.ir

D2

@,
KS%)  Article Info
Y

Article type:
Research Article

Received: 29 December 2024

Revised: 17 March 2025
Accepted: 9 June 2025
Available Online:11 June
2025

Keywords:

Mulla Sadra, Rogers,
Transcendent Wisdom
(Hikmat-e Mot‘aliyeh),
Perfection Psychology,
Perfect Man, Fully
Functioning Person.

Abstract

his article, employing qualitative content analysis and a philosoph-

ical-comparative approach, analyzes what characteristics mature

humans possess according to Mulla Sadra and Rogers, the latter a

thinker from the school of humanistic psychology. It further inves-
tigates the commonalities and differences in the thought of these two thinkers,
and how, in areas of difference, one can analyze and critique the views of either
scholar. According to the findings of this study, among the features of the
self-actualized person in Rogers’ thought are conscious movement accompa-
nied by acceptance toward being, openness to experience, avoidance of masks,
blooming of talents, achieving inner balance, and liberation from self-depreca-
tion. Rogers'’s perspective as a positive psychologist is founded upon principles
such as acceptance of existentialism, holism, free will, and inherent human
dignity. In contrast, Sadra, adopting the approach of a philosopher of Tran-
scendent Wisdom (Hikmat-e Mot ‘aliyeh), introduces the perfect human with
features such as attainment of the rank of Khalifat Allah (Vicegerent of God),
ascending theoretical intellect stages, union with the active intellect, and the
Jaculty to govern the ideal city (madinat al-fadilah). Foundational philosophi-
cal concepts influencing Sadra’s view include the primacy of existence (asalat
al-wujiid), substantial motion (harakat jawhariyyah), skepticism in existence,
and the unity of soul and faculties.
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Ultimate Perfection of Man from the Perspectives of Rogers and Mulla Sadra. Islamic
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Abstract

fzal al-Din Muhammad Maraghi Kashani, a philosopher and
A poet of the seventh century AH, has left behind numerous trea-
tises and books. His perspective on the nature of time and its
relationship with the concept of eternity (dahr) is among his
notable and significant contributions. Providing a correct and precise un-
derstanding of the concepts of time and eternity is the primary concern of
this research. Kashani considers the nature of time to be exclusively asso-
ciated with accidental categories and attempts to establish a connection
between this nature and the concept of eternity. A significant point in his
viewpoint is the distinction he makes between the concepts of time (zaman)
and moment (waqt), a distinction not articulated by other philosophers.
Kashani offers various and sometimes contradictory interpretations re-
garding the meaning of eternity, resulting in an absence of a definitive
understanding of this concept within his intellectual framework. This arti-
cle employs a descriptive-library method to first precisely elucidate
Kashani’s views on these two concepts and subsequently analyze and cri-
tique them.
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Abstract

he truth of the human being, according to the theories of Asalat

T al-Wujud (Primacy of Existence) and Tashkik al-Wujud (Gra-
dation of Existence), is not confined to deterministic or fixed
philosophical-logical definitions. In Hikmat-e Mot aliyeh
(Transcendent Wisdom), the human is a spectral-probabilistic being who
has the capacity, in the course of evolution, to actualize all potential fac-
ulties and existential domains. The human experiences determination and
limits proportional to the diverse existential positions it occupies. These
positions vary according to his action, movement, and identity and exis-
tential classifications; hence, definitions such as 'rational ani-
mal"(Hayavan-e Nateq) do not manifest in Hikmat-e Mot ‘aliyeh. Based
on the spectral biological model, the human is a diverse entity flowing
through existential strata. The central question of this research, relying on
the principles of Asalat al-Wujud and Tashkik al-Wujud, is: What is a spec-
tral human and how can the quality of abstraction of human diversity be
explained on this basis? The research method is descriptive-analytical,
and based on the foundations of Hikmat-e Mot ‘aliyeh (Transcendent Wis-
dom), it philosophically elucidates the spectral human theory. This frame-
work demonstrates how the principles of "Primacy of Existence" and
"Gradation of Existence" enable the formulation of the human as a spec-
tral being in Sadraean anthropology. For elevating the quality of under-
standing, conceptual models, propositions, and symbols of mathematical
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ory: On the Quality of Abstracting Human Diversity from the Principles of Primacy
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Abstract

he nature of the 'self'is a significant topic in the philoso-
T phy of mind and can play a pivotal role in any philoso-
pher's intellectual framework. Historically, the Personal
Identity Argument has been advanced as an argument in favor of
Substance Dualism. In contrast, Physicalism attempts to avoid ac-
cepting an immaterial reality by proposing a material criterion for
personal identity. However, in contemporary philosophy of mind,
the introduction of certain thought experiments has given rise to a
new form of this argument, which presents a fresh challenge to
Physicalism. This article investigates this new line of reasoning.
We will demonstrate that while Shoemaker's (Body Swap) thought
experiment cannot substantiate Substance Dualism, Williams'
Brain Division experiment and Swinburne's (Half-Brain Trans-
plant in Identical Twins) experiment can be used to argue for it.
Conversely, Physicalist solutions such as "revising the identity cri-
terion" and "multiple possession" lead to unacceptable conse-
quences.
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Abstract

etermining and clarifying the method of discovering re-
D ligious knowledge and its evaluation are among the im-
portant issues in the study of religion. In this regard, the
question arises whether non-religious human knowledge plays
any role in understanding and discovering religious knowledge. In
response to this issue, various viewpoints have emerged among
Islamic scholars. According to some perspectives, human knowl-
edge plays no role in discovering religious knowledge, while ac-
cording to another viewpoint, all human knowledge is effective in
this regard. Another perspective emphasizes the distinction and
separation of religious knowledge from philosophy and mysticism
(irfan). One of the viewpoints that has gained many supporters in
response to this issue is the perspective of Transcendent Wisdom
(Hekmat-e Mot'aliyeh). According to this viewpoint, not only phi-
losophy and mysticism, which are considered human sciences,
play a role in discovering religious knowledge, but rational proof
(philosophy), mysticism, and the Quran are unified, and the con-
tent of philosophy and mysticism corresponds with the content of
the Noble Quran. In this paper, using a descriptive-analytical
method, this viewpoint has been critically examined from various
aspects.
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Abstract
Article Info
ndoubtedly, Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-Tusi stands among
F T T U the exceptional scientific geniuses of the Islamic world.
Research Article This prominent figure was an authority in various sci-
° ences such as philosophy, theology, logic, mathematics, and as-
Received: 5 January 2025 tronomy, and his scientific theories often possess an innovative
Revised: 17 May 2025 and foundational character. Among Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-Tu-
Accepted: 9 June 2025 si's scientific works, the book Awsaf al-Ashraf holds a special po-
Available Online: 10 June sition in the field of mysticism and practical spiritual wayfaring
2025 (suluk). Notably, Khwajah al-Tusi, who is primarily recognized as
. a theological-philosophical scholar, appears in this work as a dis-
tinguished mystic, expounding rather comprehensively on the sta-
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tions and stages of the path in practical mysticism. Consequently,
his work can be presented as a coherent system and model for
practical mysticism. In this work, Khwajah al-Tusi introduces a
system of mystical conduct with specific components such as "in-

Khwajah Nasir al-Din
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Wisdom and Rational tention (niyyaht) and reflection (tafakkur)", "truthfulness" (sidg),
Demonstration, Self- "repentance/return to God" (inabah), "love" (mahabbah), "vigi-
Examination and Spiritual lance (muraqabah) and self-examination (muhdsabah)", "sinceri-
Vigilance, Union of the ty" (ikhlas), "divine unity" (tawhid), and others. The aim of the
the Act of Knowing, present article is to elucidate each of these components and subse-
Knower, and the Known. quently evaluate them against the criteria of philosophical wisdom

° (hikmah) and rational demonstration (burhan). This analysis

seeks to reveal the rational and demonstrative aspects of these
components, demonstrating that, contrary to certain perspectives,
there is no inherent contradiction between practical-mystical in-
structions and rational teachings.
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Abstract

he question of how the multiplicity observed in the world ema-

nates from the First Cause has been a subject of contention and

diverse opinions among monotheistic thinkers, particularly Is-

lamic philosophers and theologians. The central issue in this
discussion is the Rule of the One (qa'ideh al-wahid), which has led to nu-
merous disagreements regarding its validity and interpretations. In this
article, using an analytical-descriptive method, some opinions on this is-
sue are first critiqued. Subsequently, to achieve a correct explanation of
the creation of multiplicity, the claim of the Principle of Similarity is exam-
ined and proven, showing that, contrary to some views, this principle
should not be used to prove the Rule of the One (qa'ideh al-wahid); rather,
the rule can be established by carefully defining the complete cause (illat
tammeh). After proving that, according to the correct formulation of the
qa'ideh al-wahid, every single complete cause has a single effect, the man-
ner of creating multiplicity in effects can be explained in a way similar to
Khaja Nastr's exposition in Sharh al-Isharat, such that the qa'ideh al-
wahid is not violated, and the objections of its opponents are not applica-
ble. In the present article, to simplify the understanding of this issue, by
proving that the causal relationship is an instance of the function in math-
ematics, the emanation of multiplicity from the First Cause is modeled,
and finally, the advantages of this modeling are stated.
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tion of Effects from the First Cause and Its Modeling Using the Concept of Func-
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P Abstract

@,
.$ Article Info
Sray he cognition of the Divine Essence and the understanding of His
l attributes have been among the primary concerns of Islamic
scholars. On the other hand, the concepts employed in analyzing
Article type:

and describing the Divine Essence and His attributes are shaped

Research Article within the framework of human knowledge and perception, rooted in the

° natural and limited characteristics of human intellect and intuition. Conse-
A quently, various perspectives have been expressed regarding the Divine Es-
Received: 15 January 2025 sence and each of His attributes, with the detailed knowledge of God before

Accepted: 8 June 2025

creation being one such issue. Sinawi (Peripatetic) wisdom posits the exis-
Available Online: 29 June

tence of inscribed forms (suwar murtasimah) in the Divine Essence, consid-

2025 ered as the actual detailed knowledge of God prior to creation. Theoretical

mysticism, centered on the thought of Ibn Arabi, explains detailed knowl-

° edge through the concepts of unity (wahdiyyat) and fixed entities (a‘yan

thabita) in a scientific sense. The research question is: What are the points

Keywords: of convergence and divergence between these two theories in explaining
Peripatetic Wisdom,

detailed knowledge, and is it possible to rule on their convergence in this

Theoretical Mysticism, domain? The hypothesis suggests that while these two perspectives share

Knowledge Before common ground regarding the precedence of detailed knowledge and its
Creation, Inscribed Forms influence on emanation or manifestation, they differ in some foundational
(Suwar Murtasimah), principles and implications. However, with the elevation and reconciliation
Mystical Unity. of their foundations, a convergence between them can be established. This

article employs an analytical method to compare these two perspectives,
examining their key points of agreement and disagreement, and demon-
strates that despite differences in certain aspects, a compatibility and align-
ment between these theories can be affirmed.
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Abstract

his research aims to introduce and evaluate the approach of the
T Islamic Sciences Academy in confronting Western humanities.
The methodology is descriptive-analytical and based on a li-
brary study. The findings indicate that the principles of the pri-
macy of agency (asalat al-fa'iltyah) and guardianship (wilayah) form two
Jfundamental bases of evaluation for the Academy. On the one hand, the
Academy ascribes several main characteristics to Western humanities.
This evaluation, combined with the civilizational perspective held by the
Academy, leads to the rejection of all existing approaches toward Western
humanities. The Academy considers only its own approach—the so-called
"systematic theory"—as effective in relation to Western humanities. The
outcome of this approach is that in the course of producing Islamic hu-
manities, the use of Western sciences is considered impossible, and even
assuming the existence of positive elements within Western civilization,
these elements cannot be isolated or extracted. Despite some strengths,
this approach has significant weaknesses, the most important of which
are: reliance on false foundations; weakness in theoretical development;
contradictions within the approach; and dominance of anti-Western atti-
tudes over research-based Western studies.

Cite this article: Noorafshan, S.R., Rezaei Esfahrood, J. (2024). A Critical Ex-
amination of the "Systematic Theory" Approach in Confronting Western Humani-
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of God based on the external reality and the idea of the

gradation (tashktk) of existence. Sheikh Ahmad Ahsa't
raises multiple criticisms against this argument. His critiques in-
clude objections regarding the division of the reality of existence,
the qualification of Sadra’s argument as truly "Sidigin," and the
notion of the gradation of existence in Sadra’s philosophy. This
article, using an analytical-critical method, examines and cri-
tiques Ahsa't’s objections organized around three main aspects:
the division of the reality of existence, the Sidigin qualification of
Sadra’s argument, and the gradation of existence. The findings
reveal that Ahsa'r’s criticisms stem from confusing the concept of
existence with its instances and committing fallacies by mixing the
Sform and matter of the argument. Furthermore, evidences sup-
porting Mulla Sadra’s Sidigin argument exist in Qur’anic verses
and traditions, indicating that, contrary to Ahsa't’s view, the proof
of God is not limited solely to arguments based on His signs and
works. Additionally, essences (mahiyat) are conventional and ab-
stract, derived from the limitation of existence in the weaker onto-
logical levels; therefore, contrary to Ahsa't’s claims, essences are
not uncreated or eternal, and their existence at the weaker levels
does not contradict the proof of God’s existence.
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Abstract

arabi, an unparalleled philosopher honored with the title "Sec-

ond Teacher," has undeniably influenced subsequent philoso-

phers and the broader trajectory of Islamic philosophy. Avicen-

na (Ibn Sina) grasped the intricacies of philosophy through
studying Farabi’s The Aims of Metaphysics (Aghrad Ma Ba‘d at-Tabt‘a)
and remarked, “Farabi should be regarded with awe and reverence.” Un-
derstanding Farabi’s perspective on philosophy and the philosopher can
introduce us to one of the primary sources of Islamic philosophy. Farabi
considers philosophy the queen and mother of sciences, asserting that
civilization and society depend on it. He believes that true philosophy tem-
porally precedes religious law (shari’a) and insists that religious adher-
ents should base their understanding of religious rulings on philosophy,
reason, and rational proof rather than relying solely on the persuasive
arguments of theologians. Farabi views philosophy as a product of hu-
manity’s pursuit of happiness and virtue, requiring the study of both theo-
retical and practical philosophy to achieve it. He regards the ultimate goal
of philosophy as the perfection of the rational faculty and states that the
title of “philosopher” signifies the possession of theoretical virtue. This
article, based on reflections and examinations of Farabi’s own texts, em-
ploys a descriptive-analytical method. Among its findings is that Farabi
sees no substitute for rational proof and philosophical certainty. His as-
sertion of philosophy’s precedence over shari’a refers to temporal prece-
dence, not an essential one, aiming to emphasize philosophy’s priority
over the mindset of religious adherents rather than over the intrinsic es-
sence of religion itself. Furthermore, Farabi’s unique distinction between
philosophy and wisdom is unprecedented among Muslim philosophers.
He is also credited with introducing the concept of “qualified philoso-
phies” through terms such as “civil philosophy,” “sophistical philoso-
phy,” and “true philosophy.”

Cite this article: Baharnejad, Z. (2024). Philosophy and the Philosopher from Fara-
bi's Perspective. Islamic Philosophical Doctrines, 19(34), 239-264.
https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2025.6776.1591
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Abstract

ohn Schellenberg’s Divine Hiddenness Argument is one

of the contemporary proofs against belief in God. The

Quran contains verses regarding the Children of Israel
and their request for God’s clear manifestation, as well as verses
in Surah Ad-Dhuha and God’s oath declaring that God is never
absent from the Prophet (pbuh). These verses explain the issue of
divine hiddenness and God's response to human demands for di-
vine manifestation. God absolutely denies any form of visual or
sensory manifestation, but does not deny the sensory and visual
perception of His divine manifestation (tajalli). Therefore, from
the Quranic viewpoint, there is no logical necessity linking belief
in a personal God with God'’s overt visibility to believers; neither
is God’s visibility logically connected to the belief in a “complete
personal God,” nor is divine hiddenness contradictory to it. Di-
vine hiddenness, according to the Quran, is among God’s estab-
lished divine laws (sunnat), resulting in spiritual growth and a
deeper search for truth. Whenever an individual or a people sin-
cerely seek God’s manifestation, God, according to His laws, cre-
ates an event for them to perceive His existence sense-perceptually
in occurrences. Due to the universality of divine laws, it is impos-
sible that anyone sincerely seeking God’s manifestation is met with
divine silence.

Cite this article: Movahedi, N. Moghaddam, Gh.E., (2024). Quran and the Issue
of Divine Hiddenness in John Schellenberg’s Divine Hiddenness Argument. Islamic
Philosophical Doctrines, 19(34), 265-288.
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Abstract

his article provides a critical examination of Avicenna's ar-

gument concerning the teleology of natural phenomena.

Drawing on the concept of the final cause (al-‘illa al-
gha’iyya) and the principles of Peripatetic philosophy, Avicenna as-
serts that natural beings are directed toward specific ends, and this
directedness is continuous. The article raises four major objections to
Avicenna's argument, three of which are addressed within Avicenna's
own works, while the fourth, an epistemological objection, is resolved
by appealing to Wittgenstein's notion of hinge propositions. The ob-
Jections addressed by Avicenna are as follows: 1) Nature lacks a mind
and thus cannot conceive of an end, 2) The realization of an end re-
quires choice, yet natural beings lack the capacity for choice, and 3)
Natural processes do not cease upon achieving an end, implying that
there is no end. Avicenna responds to these objections by distinguish-
ing between intrinsic ends (ghaya bi’l-dhat) and extrinsic ends (ghdya
bi’l-‘arad). He argues that intrinsic ends (such as the perpetuation of
a species) are never fully realized, whereas extrinsic ends (such as the
birth and death of individuals) are necessary for the realization of in-
trinsic ends but do not themselves cause the cessation of natural pro-
cesses. The article also employs Avicenna's practical examples to il-
lustrate natural teleology, demonstrating that ends can be achieved
without the need for conscious thought or choice. Ultimately, Avicen-
na's argument on the teleology of natural beings is presented as a de-
fensible and coherent foundation for the philosophy of nature.

Cite this article: Moazzen, S.R.; Rastgar, M.; Pirhadi, A. (2024). Analysis and Cri-
tique of the Philosophical Foundations of Avicenna's Argument on the Teleology of
Natural Phenomena. Islamic Philosophical Doctrines, 19(34), 289-307. https://doi.
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