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Abstract

ith the advancement of technology and its deep penetration into hu-

man societies, gaining an increasingly thorough understanding of

this phenomenon, along with its implications and consequences, has

become a pressing necessity. One of the key issues requiring careful
examination concerns the manner in which technology is to be evaluated and the
effects it exerts on human life. The present study seeks to establish a criterion for
the valuation of technology. The data for this research were gathered through li-
brary methods and adjudicated using an analytical approach. Based on the find-
ings of this research, it must be stated that, on the one hand, valuation is mean-
ingful only in relation to voluntary action. In the process through which
technology comes into existence, the stages of selection, design, production, and
application of technology are all shaped by deliberate human action; according-
Ly, only those stages that are connected to the human agent as the subject of ac-
tion are susceptible to value judgment. By contrast, the technological artifact it-
self, independently and without being measured against the criterion of human
felicity, cannot intrinsically be characterized as good or bad and is, in this sense,
value-neutral. Therefore, since the ultimate value, which has intrinsic worth
based on the ultimate perfection and felicity of humans, is the degree of proximi-
ty (tagarrub) that each voluntary action brings for a human in relation to God
Almighty, the criterion for value assessment in technological artifacts will also be
evaluable based on the voluntary actions associated with it. These actions are:
(1) the selection of an artifact for production; (2) the design of the artifact; (3) the
production of the artifact; and (4) the use of the artifact by free and responsible
agents. It is on this very basis that technological valuation becomes both mean-
ingful and possible.
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Abstract

quity (insdf) is one of the most frequent words in human dis-
E course and a fundamental philosophical, legal, and ethical
concept. Despite extensive inquiry by scholars across various
disciplines, certain aspects of equity remain ambiguous or in-
sufficiently articulated. Relying on library-based sources and employing a
qualitative content analysis of narrations, the present study seeks to ad-
dress a central question in moral philosophy: What is the origin of equity?
By clarifying this issue, the study aims to contribute to the realization of
equity and its positive consequences—such as human felicity and individ-
ual and social excellence—as well as to promoting meritocracy in selec-
tion and appointment processes, removing cognitive ambiguities, and
preventing erroneous judgments. From the apparent meaning of some
narrations concerning the origin of equity, two answers are inferred: reli-
gious law (shar°) or reason (‘agl). However, a comprehensive examina-
tion of the corpus of narrations, together with the application of principles
for resolving apparent contradictions—such as the type of indication and
the reciprocal relationship between reason and religious law—demon-
strates that equity is among the highest inner, justice-oriented moral vir-
tues rooted in reason, with faith serving as one of its most significant mo-
tivating forces. Moreover, references by certain thinkers to the rational
necessity of equity, along with the fact that many factors motivating equi-
ty—such as aversion to wrongdoing, benevolence, and magnanimity —as
well as those inhibiting it—such as anger, baseness, and incapacity—orig-
inate from reason, further reinforce this conclusion. Therefore, in the
realm of Islamic ethics, equity is affirmative (imda 1) rather than founda-
tional (ta’stsi); it is not exclusive to religious people, and non-religious
individuals can also be equitable.

Cite this article: Amanipour, M. Re-examining the Origin of Equity in Islamic Mor-
al Philosophy: A Qualitative Content Analysis of Narrations, Islamic Philosophical
Doctrines, 19(35), 37-64. https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2025.7181.1624
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Abstract

n his discussion of causality, David Hume searched for an im-

pression that could be the origin of the concept of causality. He

reduced causality to the contiguity and succession of two phe-

nomena, denied the necessity previously conceived to exist be-
tween cause and effect, and relegated it to human mental custom and hab-
it. On the other hand, Allamah Mohammad Hosein Tabataba'i considers
the reality of causality to be beyond mere contiguity and succession be-
tween two things. In his view, causality means the dependence and reli-
ance of the effect on the cause. Tabataba'i regards cause and effect as be-
longing to the second-order philosophical intelligibles, which are not
grasped by the senses but are apprehended by the intellect. Tabataba'i's
innovation in this regard is that he explains the manner in which sec-
ond-order philosophical intelligibles arise through presential knowledge,
thereby providing a foundation for the conception of cause and effect. In
the present research, first, the views of Hume and Tabataba'i are analyti-
cally broken down into clearer and more elementary steps. Then, using a
comparative approach, the points of commonality as well as the points of
disagreement between the two views are clarified.
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Abstract

he topic of the intellect (‘aql) is discussed in vari-
T ous chapters of the Book of Causes (Kitab al-‘Ilal).
This article aims to investigate the epistemological
status of the intellect: Does the intellect exist within the hu-
man soul as the rational soul (nafs-e nateqah), in addition
to being the first creation and the first effect? What is the
epistemological status of the intellect in the Book of Caus-
es? By clarifying these questions, one can also examine the
function of the intellect. In this article, using a descrip-
tive-analytical method based on various chapters of Thom-
as Aquinas's commentary on the Book of Causes, the follow-
ing findings were reached: The Book of Causes has
neglected to discuss the human rational soul. However, ac-
cording to the nature and essence of the intellect itself, its
function is thinking and knowing; and as the second level of
existence and the first effect—a divine intellect—its function
is governance (cosmic administration). The objects of the
intellect are things higher and lower than it, and it involves
the knowledge of intellects and eternal things as well as the
intellect's knowledge of itself.
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Abstract

he manner of the creation and administration of the universe
l by God Almighty is an issue whose full dimensions cannot be
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Article type: comprehended by humans. However, by utilizing reason and
Research Article with the aid of narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt (pbut), humans can, to the
extent of their capacity, understand a significant portion of these hidden
° aspects. As narrated from the Imams; Imam al-Bagir and Imam al-Sadiq
(pbut) in some narrations concerning the creation, management of the
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Zes da’), Permission (idhn), Record (kitab), and Term (ajal). Whoever
claims to be able to invalidate even one of them has indeed committed
° disbelief." This research, using a descriptive-analytical method, while
examining the chain of transmission and the signification of the men-

Keywords:

tioned hadith, elucidates the seven degrees (attributes) and their rela-
Decree (Qada’), Measure

(Qadar), Will (Masht’ah),
Intention (Iradah),
Permission (Idhn), Record
(Kitab), Term (Ajal).

tionship with one another. The findings indicate that these degrees exist
in a vertical hierarchy, and no action in the universe is realized outside
this system. By emphasizing the sovereignty of this system over all ac-
tions, this hadith refutes the Mu'tazilite doctrine of delegation (tafwid),
which claims human independence in their own actions. Comprehend-
ing this precise system, in addition to explaining the manner of creation
and administration of the universe, also clarifies the position of human
free will within the cosmic order.
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Abstract

he problem of the connection between conventional per-

ceptions (i tibariyat) and reality, and the relation of "is"

to "ought," is one of the most important and difficult dis-
cussions in the analytical sciences. The formulation and explana-
tion of conventional perceptions (idrakat i’tibariyya) and their
manner of emergence by Allamah Tabataba'i is considered a turn-
ing point in this field. On the other hand, the foundation of these
conventions upon human perceptions and emotions in his theory
has given rise to controversial issues concerning their absolute-
ness or relativity. The central question of this study is whether, by
establishing a connection between these conventions and the in-
herent requirements (iqtida ‘at dhatiyya) of things, and by strength-
ening Allamah's foundation, a more robust account can be formu-
lated—one that is more successful in addressing prevailing
objections? It seems that according to Allamah's expression, al-
though conventions such as obligation, ought, goodness and bad-
ness arise from variable needs and emotions, contrary to some
interpretations, in his view these matters are not purely relative
conventions; rather, they are rooted in the needs, innate constitu-
tion, and stable emotions of humans. In this article, using an ana-
Iytical method, the issue of conventional perceptions from Alla-
mah's perspective and its connection to reality is addressed, and
by tracing the origin of the convention to inherent requirements,
an attempt is made to emphasize and strengthen Allamah's foun-
dation, and to explain the connection of the convention to reality
and "is" to "ought" in an inherent manner.
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Abstract

erfectionism is one of the enduring traditions in the history of

philosophy, the earliest evidence of which can be observed in

ancient Greece. This broad philosophical tradition has contin-

ued into modern philosophical schools, and Islamic philosophy
is no exception. Perfectionism considers the perfection of the soul (istik-
mal al-nafs) to be the ultimate goal of philosophy and regards philosophy
as a path for humans to attain their ultimate happiness (sa 'adah). Given
the neglect of this aspect in research on the history of Islamic philosophy,
the present article seeks to investigate this main question: what meaning
and implications does happiness have from the perspectives of al-Kindi,
Zakariya al-Razi, and al-Farabi? A subsidiary question addressed in this
study asks what fate befalls the soul if it fails to attain its ultimate felicity
according to these thinkers. These three are counted among the first phi-
losophers of the Islamic world and, despite significant differences among
themselves, share the common characteristic of not having been influ-
enced by the Avicennan (Ibn Sina) current. The authors' assumption is that
felicity (nikbakhtt) and wretchedness (shagawat) from the perspectives of
the three philosophers in question are ultimately realized in the afterlife.
However, due to differences in their foundational principles, these philos-
ophers have serious and profound differences concerning happiness and
wretchedness. Utilizing critical and descriptive analytical methods, the
present article has shown that these philosophers hold diverse views both
regarding the meaning of happiness and concerning the implications of
failing to attain it.
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Abstract
he basis of "Apophatic Theology" (llahiyyat-e Tanzihi) in the
T thought of Qadt Sa Td can be sought through two distinct yet in-
terrelated approaches: the ontological approach and the episte-
mological approach. The epistemological system of Qadt Sa td's
thought is delineated in harmony with the three worlds of " sense (hiss), the
soul (nafs), and intellect (‘aql)." These created worlds, while maintaining
proportionality and homogeneity, are known within the cognitive apparatus
of "sense, imagination (khayal), and intellect," and a definition and descrip-
tion of each is obtained. From Qadr Sa Td Qumm's viewpoint, knowledge
(‘ilm) is encompassment of a thing, and cognition necessitates a kind of
"vision" (ru‘yah). Sensory and imaginative cognition is accompanied by
"occurrence upon the thing and attainment to it," while intellectual cogni-
tion is achieved through "the return of the intellective subject (‘aqil) to itself
and the observation of the intelligible (ma ‘qil)," requiring a kind of "vision"
and "homogeneity" (sinhiyat). Although there may be another type of knowl-
edge, other than "sense, imagination, and intellect," which does not require
homogeneity and similitude (mithliyyat) and is not dependent on the "exis-
tence of the known" (wujiid-e ma ‘liim). The limitations of the human process
of acquiring knowledge deprive it of the ability to cross the positive bound-
aries of knowing the Divine Essence and Attributes, thus establishing an
"Apophatic Theology." This theology is accompanied by the recognition of
human limits and his admission of inability to comprehend the reality (kunh)
and modality of the Divine Essence and Attributes. Apophatic Theology is
the foundation for glorifying and venerating God Almighty and focusing on
the Divine Attributes of Action (sifat-e fi'li), and it is the path of love and
devotion to His Presence, the Glorified and the Exalted.
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o8 Abstract
.’. - Article Info . o . ) o
64 ne of the topics pertaining to causality is addressing the criteri-
0 on for an effect's (ma'liil) need for a cause. Determining what
Article type: makes an effect an effect in reality and truth, and by what
Review Article means the effect-hood (ma'liiliyyat) of things can be ascer-
tained, is an issue that has been addressed in Islamic philosophy and in
° the scriptural texts (Qur'anic verses and hadiths). In this research, em-

ploying a descriptive-analytical method and by dividing the criterion for

Received: 13 March 2025 effect-hood into ontological and epistemological criteria, the views of

Revised: 5 May 2025 Muslim philosophers concerning the ontological criterion for effect-hood
Accepte. d- 9 June 2025 are first expounded. Subsequently, the epistemological criteria for ef-
Available Online: 7 July 2025 fect-hood in Islamic philosophy are extracted. Following this, by extract-

ing the ontological and epistemological criteria for effect-hood from the

Qur'anic verses and hadiths, these criteria are analyzed and compared
5 with those presented in Islamic philosophy. The conclusion reached is that
regarding the epistemological criteria for effect-hood, there is agreement
and compatibility between the viewpoint of the philosophers and the scrip-
tural texts. However, concerning some ontological criteria, an apparent
conflict is observed between the philosophers' viewpoint and the apparent
meaning of some religious texts, for which solutions are proposed to re-
solve this conflict.
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Abstract

he Science of the Soul (‘Ilm al-Nafs) of Sadrian philo-
T sophical viewpoint, when inspired by Quranic verses
and narrations, has opened different horizons for re-
searchers in the field of the soul. One of these is deciphering the
five verses concerning the infusion of spirit (nafkh al-riih) in the
arc of descent (qaws al-nuziil). The aim of this article is to analyze
Mulla Sadra's opinions on this matter, and it seeks to answer these
questions: Is the usage of " blowing (breathing) of spirit" in these
verses, literal or metaphorical? Also, what type of relation (ida-
fah) does he consider the attribution of spirit to God to be? Is the
blowing of spirit in the arc of descent exclusive to humans, or is it
non-exclusive and includes other beings as well? The findings of
this article, prepared using the content analysis method with direct
reference to Mulla Sadra's works, indicate that he considers the
usage of "blowing" (nafkh) in these verses to be metaphorical,
meaning "the establishment of a relation of governance" (insha’
ta ‘allug tadbir) of the psychic dimension with the natural dimen-
sion of the macrocosmic human (insan-e kabir) and indeed all
beings possessing incomplete souls (nufiis-e nagisah). However,
he deems the attribution of spirit to God to be real and of the type
of illuminative relation (ishraqr) based on the process from unity
to emanating multiplicity (siryant), and not a categorical relation
(magqilt). Another point is that, based on intra-religious evidence
for humans, he has posited two spirits and also two infusions in the
arc of descent. Furthermore, Sadra holds that God’s purpose in
the nafkh is to complete the "complementary" (takmilt) perfective
process of souls, not the "consummative" (tatmimr) process of hu-
mans.
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Abstract

he present study examines the disparity in the extent of transla-
T tion of the works of Plato and Aristotle during the Translation
Movement. Contrary to the initial assumption that Plato’s phi-
losophy has greater affinity with religious teachings, the recep-
tion of Aristotle’s works was significantly greater, to the extent that nearly
all of Aristotle’s writings were translated into Arabic, whereas only a lim-
ited portion of Plato’s works—and those primarily in the form of reports
and selections compiled by figures like Galen—were transmitted into this
language. This article, considering historical and content-related factors,
explains the main reasons for this distinction along several axes. The ideo-
logical and prophetic-like view of Aristotle, coupled with Caliph al-Ma -
mun’s special support for him, led to the comprehensive translation of his
works. This approach progressed to the point that, to increase the accep-
tance of translated works, some writings by other philosophers were also
attributed to Aristotle. The remarkable eloquence and rhetorical sophisti-
cation of the Greek language in Plato’s works, and the necessity of a deep
Sfamiliarity with Greek culture for their accurate understanding, made the
translation process for his works considerably more complex. Plato’s phi-
losophy, in addition to an abundance of cultural and non-philosophical
elements, features an interwoven connection between different intellectual
domains, such that understanding and utilizing one of his works often re-
quires mastery over the entirety of his intellectual system. This stands in
contrast to Aristotle’s philosophy, where it was possible to separate and
apply different components without needing to adopt other parts. Further-
more, besides Plato’s political philosophy, which could have been chal-
lenging for the Abbasid Caliphate, the specific ethical concepts present in
his philosophy, and some of his doctrines such as belief in multiple gods,
reincarnation, etc., could have posed a serious problem for the acceptance
of philosophy in that particular period within Islamic society.
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D30 Abstract
,’.=$ Article Info
03 ] eason (‘aql), as one of the pillars of epistemology in Is-
lamic thought, has always been a subject of attention for
thinkers. This research aims to examine the role of Rea-
son in the thought of Abii ‘Uthman ‘Amr ibn Bahr al-Jahiz (160-
° 255 AH), the prominent Mu tazilite scholar, by investigating its
place in his epistemological system. Unlike Peripatetic philoso-
phers such as al-Farabi and Ibn Sina (Avicenna), who emphasized
Accepted: 21 October 2025 . ..
Available Online: 1 November the theoretical aspects of reason, al-Jahiz viewed reason as a
2025 practical and multifaceted tool that, alongside experience and rev-
elation, aids in understanding the world and reforming social be-
havior. Using a qualitative content analysis method, this study
examines key works of al-Jahiz, including al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin,

Article type:
Review Article

Received: 11 April 2025

:ﬁgv;:sée ason (Aql), al-Hayawan, al-Bukhala’, and al-Rasa ‘il. It demonstrates that by
Islamic Epistemology, integrating reason, experience, and revelation, he presented an
Mu‘tazila, Empiricism, innovative approach to Islamic epistemology. This perspective
Revelation (Wahy), places al-Jahiz between the rationalism of the Peripatetics and the
Practical Reason (‘Agl-e textualism of the Ash‘arites, highlighting his influence on the for-
‘Amalr). mation of Islamic empiricism. The present research suggests that

Surther study of al-Jahiz's thought can contribute to a deeper un-
derstanding of the history of Islamic philosophy.
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