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Abstract

his research undertakes a critical re-reading of the con-
T ceptual metaphor of the “cage” (Qafas) in the tenth
verse of Avicenna s Al-Qasidah al- ‘Ayniyyah. Despite

the widespread consensus among commentators interpreting the
“cage” as the material body, this interpretation proves incompat-
ible with the dual role of the body in Avicenna's psychology,
wherein the body is simultaneously an aid to and an obstacle for
the soul. Accordingly, the primary question of this research is: as-
suming this incompatibility, what does the “cage” metaphorically
represent in this verse, and how can this apparent contradiction be
resolved? The findings of this research demonstrate that the
“cage” does not represent the body itself, but rather serves as a
conceptual metaphor for the soul’s preoccupation with the body
and the epistemic obstacles arising from this preoccupation. This
redefinition, through a systematic analysis of metaphorical map-
pings and reliance on a network-based reading of Avicennas
works, resolves the aforementioned incompatibility and enables a
more coherent understanding of the body's place in his thought.
Finally, by tracing the origin of this metaphor and comparing it
with preceding intellectual traditions, it is concluded that the pres-
ent reading is not an imitation of Platonic and Neoplatonic tradi-

tions, but rather a creative re-appropriation grounded in Avicen-
na s independent philosophical system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Al-Qasidah al-‘Ayniyyah, attributed to Avicenna, is one of the most significant symbol-
ic and metaphorical texts in the Islamic philosophical tradition. In this poem, fundamental
concepts concerning the soul, the body, knowledge, and liberation are articulated through
poetic imagery and metaphor. Among the most famous—and most contested—metaphors
of the ode is the term “cage” (Qafas) in the tenth verse, which has conventionally been
interpreted in previous scholarship as a direct reference to the “material body.”

Although this interpretation initially appears compatible with the dualistic framework
of soul and body in Peripatetic philosophy, it engenders serious inconsistencies when ex-
amined against Avicenna’s own anthropological and epistemological principles. On the
one hand, the body in Avicenna’s philosophical works is not merely an impediment to
knowledge; rather, it is a necessary instrument for the actualization of the soul’s faculties,
sensory perception, and the very inception of the intellective journey. On the other hand,
interpreting the “cage” straightforwardly as the “body” reduces the latter to a purely re-
strictive and incarcerating entity, thereby perpetuating an unresolved tension in accounting
for the body’s positive role.

The central problem of the present study emerges precisely from this tension: Can the
metaphor of the “cage” be interpreted in a manner that is both faithful to the text of the
ode and consistent with Avicenna’s systematic thought concerning the soul, the body, and
knowledge?

Drawing upon Lakoff and Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT) and adopting
a network-based approach to the metaphors of al-Qasidah al-*Ayniyyah, this study seeks
to demonstrate that the “cage” refers not to the body as a material entity, but rather to the
soul’s preoccupation with the body and the epistemic consequences of this preoccupation.
In this way, the article aims to fill an interpretive lacuna in previous studies and to offer a
more coherent reading of this metaphor.

Method

This research is a qualitative, theoretical study employing conceptual analysis and met-
aphor analysis. The research data include the text of al-Qasidah al-‘Ayniyyah (with par-
ticular focus on the tenth verse), authoritative classical and contemporary commentaries
on the ode, and Avicenna’s philosophical works on psychology and epistemology. The
theoretical framework is grounded in Lakoff and Johnson's Conceptual Metaphor Theory,
which understands metaphor not merely as a literary device but as a fundamental cognitive
structure shaping human thought.

Within this framework, metaphors are analyzed within networks of interrelated con-
cepts, and meaning is generated not from isolated terms but from the relations between
source and target domains. The research proceeded through the following stages: (1) iden-
tification of key metaphors pertaining to the soul and body in the ode; (2) examination of
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traditional and contemporary interpretations of the “cage” metaphor; (3) analysis of the
relationship between this metaphor and Avicenna’s concepts of body, soul, perception, and
knowledge; and (4) reconstruction of the metaphor's meaning within a coherent concep-
tual model.

Results

The findings of this research indicate that the conventional interpretation of “cage =
body” faces several fundamental problems. First, in Avicenna’s philosophical system, the
body is a condition of possibility for perception and the initiation of rational motion; it
cannot, therefore, be regarded as a mere obstacle to or prison of the soul.

Second, a network analysis of the ode’s metaphors demonstrates that the “cage” ac-
quires meaning through its conceptual linkage with notions such as habit (‘adah), occu-
pation (Ishtighal), attachment (Ta‘alluq), and heedlessness (Ghaflah). On this basis, the
“cage” is a metaphor for a specific epistemic condition in which the soul becomes preoc-
cupied with the body and its exigencies, thereby restricting the horizon of intellective and
intuitive perception. In this reading, the body is not in itself a cage; rather, it is the mode of
the soul’s attachment to and occupation with the body that assumes a cage-like function.

A further significant finding is that this interpretation permits the simultaneous articula-
tion of the body’s positive and negative roles: the body serves as an instrument of percep-
tion at one level, yet becomes an obstacle to the soul’s epistemic transcendence at another
level when preoccupation with it predominates. Thus, the apparent contradiction in earlier
interpretations is resolved.

Conclusions

This study has demonstrated that a re-reading of the “cage” metaphor in al-Qasidah
al-*Ayniyyah through the lens of Conceptual Metaphor Theory yields a more coherent and
philosophically robust interpretation. On this reading, the “cage” signifies not the material
body as such, but rather the soul’s state of preoccupation with the body and its epistem-
ic consequences. This interpretation is more consistent with Avicenna’s psychology and
epistemology and avoids reducing the metaphor to a simple, univocal signification.

Theoretically, this research shows that the analysis of philosophical metaphors without
attention to their conceptual networks can lead to fundamental misinterpretations. Meth-
odologically, the application of Conceptual Metaphor Theory to classical Islamic philo-
sophical texts opens new horizons for interdisciplinary research. New questions raised
by this study concern the possibility of re-examining other anthropological metaphors in
Islamic philosophical texts from an epistemological perspective.
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Abstract

he question of cognitive capacity in Artificial Intelligence (A1) consti-
T tutes one of the fundamental challenges at the intersection of the
philosophy of mind and modern cognitive technology. This article
seeks to critique the foundation of knowledge (‘ilm) in Al systems
based on the theory of the unity of the knower and the known (Ittihad al- ‘aqil wa
al-Ma ‘qil) in Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah). Employing
an analytical-comparative approach and relying on the principles of Islamic
philosophy, the present research undertakes a conceptual and critical examina-
tion of the nature of knowledge in Al and its comparison with presential knowl-
edge (al- ilm al-Hudiirt) in Sadrian philosophy. In the theory of the unity of the
knower and the known, knowledge is a mode of existence that entails agency, the
immateriality of the soul (Tajarrud al-Nafs), and the presence of the known to the
knower, whereas AI merely processes data without awareness or presential per-
ception. This distinction not only reveals that knowledge in Al lacks existential
foundation and constitutes mere quasi-perception, but also carries epistemolog-
ical and ethical implications. According to the presented analysis, machine intel-
ligence systems, due to their lack of presential knowledge, are devoid of charac-
teristics such as intention (Niyyah), purpose (Qasd), and moral responsibility.
Consequently, jurisprudential concepts such as intent (Qasd) and deliberateness
(Ta ‘ammud), which are based on conscious agency, are not applicable to Al, and
human legal and ethical judgments cannot be attributed to them.

Cite this article: Saghiry, A.; Afchangi, M.; Baghshani, E. (2025). A Critique of the
Cognitive Capacity in Artificial Intelligence Based on the Theory of the Unity of the
Knower and the Known in Transcendent Philosophy (al- Hikmat al-Muta aliyah).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of cognitive attribution in Artificial Intelligence (Al) is a fundamen-
tal challenge at the intersection of the philosophy of mind and modern cognitive tech-
nologies. With remarkable advancements in simulating human cognitive behaviors by
intelligent systems, a crucial question arises: does what occurs within these systems
constitute true knowledge (‘ilm) in the philosophical sense, or is it merely algorithmic
representations devoid of existential reality? Examining this issue from the perspective
of Islamic philosophy, particularly Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah
al-Muta‘aliyah), can offer novel insights into the nature of knowledge and the boundar-
ies of cognition in the age of technology.

This research aims to critique the epistemic foundation of Al’s cognitive structure
based on the theory of the Unity of the Knower and the Known (Ittihad al-"aqil wa al-
Ma‘qul). The main research question is: can Al systems possess genuine knowledge
as defined philosophically within Transcendent Philosophy? The hypothesis posits that
despite their processing capabilities, these systems lack existential presence, immate-
riality (Tajarrud), and an agentive knower, and what transpires within them is merely
algorithmic processing lacking cognitive reality. The significance of this study lies in
clarifying the epistemic and ethical boundaries of Al technology and its implications for
fields such as decision-making, ethics, and jurisprudence (Figh).

Method

This research adopts an analytical-comparative approach, relying on the principles of
Islamic philosophy, particularly Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy. The methodol-
ogy is based on a conceptual and critical analysis of the nature of knowledge in Al and
its comparison with the notions of presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-HudurT) and the the-
ory of the Unity of the Knower and the Known in Sadrian philosophy. The research data
comprises primary philosophical texts (e.g., al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah fi al-Asfar al-
‘aqltyah al-Arba‘ah), contemporary works in Western philosophy of mind (e.g., by John
Searle and David Chalmers), and sources related to the philosophy of technology and
Al Data collection was conducted through library research, and analysis was performed
using interpretive and comparative methods. The research stages include: explaining
the foundations of knowledge in Transcendent Philosophy, describing the structure of
cognition in Al, conducting a comparative analysis between these two frameworks, and
finally, inferring epistemological and ethical conclusions.

Findings

This study reveals fundamental ontological distinctions between genuine knowledge
and artificial intelligence processing. According to Sadrian texts, genuine knowledge—
especially presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-Hudtir)—is a mode of existence, not merely
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a mental representation. This knowledge rests on three essential pillars. First, an im-
material and conscious knowing agent is required: only the human soul (Nafs), which
achieves immateriality through substantial motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah), can be
the agent of knowledge. The soul, as an immaterial substance, is a unified, self-aware
“I” capable of hosting the known. Second, there must be existential presence of the
known: in presential knowledge, the known is present to the knower not through con-
cepts or mental forms but in its very existence, and this presence is immediate and
direct. Third, there must be existential unity of the knower and the known: this presence
leads to a true union between the existence of the knower and the known, such that in
the state of presential knowledge, distinction and duality dissolve. This union is an on-
tological unity, not merely a logical or functional connection.

Examining the architecture of Al systems, with reference to sources such as Russell
and Norvig and philosophical analyses by Searle and Floridi, reveals that cognition in
these systems lacks the three aforementioned pillars. Al lacks any “soul,” “self-aware-
ness,” or unified knowing “I;” these systems are sets of algorithms, mathematical func-
tions, and statistical weights executed on material hardware, with no immaterial center
capable of existential agency. Furthermore, data in Al is processed as symbols, numeri-
cal vectors, and statistical patterns. Even in the most advanced deep neural networks, the
system merely discovers and imitates statistical relationships between data points, with
no objective, existential presence of the “known” in-itself occurring within the system.
Additionally, no ontological unity is established between the Al system and its data; the
relationship is purely causal-computational and based on syntactic rules. The system
does not comprehend the meaning of the data but merely follows their patterns, lacking
semantic understanding.

Direct comparison of the two structures confirms the main hypothesis. The condition
of conscious agency is not met in Al, as it lacks intrinsic will, intention, and conscious-
ness. This aligns with John Searle’s “Chinese Room” thought experiment, demonstrat-
ing that manipulating symbols without understanding meaning is not equivalent to per-
ception. The condition of existential presence of the known is also not met in Al, as
what is present are mathematical representations, not the existence of the known. This
ontological gap stems from the material nature of Al’s infrastructure. The condition of
existential unity is philosophically impossible for Al, as unity requires the immateriality
of both knower and known, whereas Al operates entirely within a material framework
and external relations. Sub-hypotheses such as “Al lacks immateriality” and “process-
ing in Al is not equivalent to knowledge” are fully confirmed. Even remarkable behav-
ioral similarities do not alter these ontological judgments, as functional similarity is not
equal to ontological identity.

Based on these analyses, none of the necessary conditions for realizing genuine knowl-
edge—as explained in the theory of the Unity of the Knower and the Known—exist in
Al systems. Therefore, claims of “cognition” or “perception” regarding these systems
lack philosophical validity and can, at best, be termed “pseudo-cognition” or behavioral
simulation of cognition. This conclusion is not merely about practical efficacy but is an
ontological and epistemological judgment.
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Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research and relying on the theory of the Unity of the
Knower and the Known in Transcendent Philosophy, it can be concluded that Al sys-
tems, due to the absolute absence of presential knowledge, immateriality of the soul,
and conscious existential agency, cannot possess knowledge in the true philosophical
sense. This fundamental ontological and epistemological distinction has significant im-
plications. The most important consequence is the impossibility of attributing charac-
teristics such as intention (Qasd), conscious will, and moral responsibility to Al. Key
jurisprudential-ethical concepts like “intent” (Qasd) and “deliberateness” (Ta‘ammud),
which are based on conscious agency, do not apply to these systems. Consequently,
legal, ethical, and religious judgments specific to the conscious human agent are not
attributable to Al

This research emphasizes the necessity of accurately understanding the limits and
nature of Al's functionalities and warns that conflating machine pseudo-cognition with
genuine human knowledge can lead to misconceptions in the realms of ethics, law, and
the philosophy of technology. It is suggested that when employing these technologies in
sensitive domains, the irreplaceable position of the human agent as the sole possessor of
presential knowledge and bearer of moral responsibility should always be considered.
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2. machine learning
3. deep learning

4. behavioral simulation
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6. ontological

7. epistemological
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he problem of Tashkik (gradation of being) is among the most fun-
T damental issues in Islamic philosophy, playing a decisive role in
the formation of Transcendent Theosophy and the transition from
the principiality of quiddity (Asalat al-Mahiyyah) to the principiality of exis-
tence (Asalat al-Wujiid). This concept was a focal point of precise reflection
and profound philosophical debate in the School of Shiraz, particularly among
philosophers such as Jalal al-Din al-Dawani, Ghiyath al-Din al-Dashtaki, and
‘Allamah Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi. Employing a descriptive-analytical ap-
proach and based on a study of Mulla ‘Abd Allah Yazdi's treatise Al-Tashkik
and his glosses on Qishji’s commentary on Tajrid al-I tigad, the present re-
search examines the evolution of his view from an inclination toward the prin-
cipiality of quiddity to his final emphasis on the principiality of existence. The
research method is comparative textual analysis based on a comparison of the
views of al-Dawani, al-Dashtaki, and al-Yazdi, along with an extraction of al-
Yazdr's final position from his philosophical and logical glosses. The findings
indicate that Mulla ‘Abd Allah was initially aligned with his teacher, Ghiyath
al-Din al-Dashtaki, in accepting Tashkik in quiddities. However; in his final
reflections, he explicitly affirmed the principiality of existence and the conven-
tionality (I tibari) of quiddity, confining the domain of Tashkik exclusively to
the external reality of existence. This shift in perspective laid the groundwork
for connecting the intellectual currents of the School of Shiraz to the founda-
tions of Sadrian Transcendent Theosophy. Consequently, al-Yazdi's theory can
be regarded as one of the evolutionary links in Islamic philosophy s transition
from conceptual Tashkik to existential Tashkik—a link whose role in connect-
ing the ideas of the School of Shiraz with the School of Isfahan and the forma-
tion of Mulla Sadra's philosophy is fundamental.
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Extended Abstract

Statement of the Problem

In the history of Islamic philosophy, contrary to the traditional notion of intellectual
stagnation between the eras of Nasir al-Din al-TiisT and Mirdamad, the School of Shiraz
functioned as a vital nexus for the convergence and contention of Mashsha'1 (Peripatet-
ic), Ishraqt (Illuminationist), and mystical currents. Within this intellectual milieu, the
problem of Tashkik—the gradation of being—became one of the most pivotal subjects
of debate, primarily because the three main schools proposed divergent interpretations.

The core issue of this research is tracing the evolutionary trajectory of this concept
in the doctrines of ‘Allamah Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi, a central figure in the School
of Shiraz. This research is positioned in direct contrast to the dominant intellectual tra-
dition of that period, which was predicated upon the principiality of quiddity (Asalat
al-Mahiyyah):

The Tradition of al-Dawant: ‘Allamah Jalal al-Din al-Dawani, based on a specific
interpretation of Wahdat al-Wujud (unity of being)—intertwined with mystical intu-
ition—considered being exclusively inherent in the Essence of the Necessary Existent,
thus affirming the principiality of quiddity. According to this view, truly made entities
(Maj ‘alat) are the quiddities, and Tashkik operates within the domain of quiddities.

The Tradition of Dashtakis: Specifically, Amir Ghiyath al-Din Manstr al-DashtakT,
heavily influenced by Illuminationist philosophy, strongly inclined toward the princip-
iality of quiddity. He regarded being merely as a mental and conventional concept that
is not the true object of creation (Ja‘l). Consequently, although he admitted Tashakkuk
in the concept of being (al-Tashkik al-‘ammi or general gradation), he fundamentally
believed in the principiality of quiddities and treated the degrees of being merely as
contingent attributes.

Given that the dominant tradition of the School of Shiraz (influenced by al-Dawant
and the Dashtakis) leaned toward the principiality of quiddity and gradation within
quiddities, the present study seeks to ascertain at which stage of his intellectual maturity
Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazd1 distanced himself from this tradition to assert the principial-
ity of being (Asalat al-Wujiid) and its metaphysical implications regarding Tashkik. For
author, this transformation in al-Yazdt’s thought is regarded as the catalyst for breaking
away from Ishraqi foundations and paving the theoretical ground for Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Theosophy.

Historically, this research aims to re-establish the role of the School of Shiraz in bridg-
ing Mashsha'1, Ishraqi, mystical, and Kalami philosophies, correcting the misconcep-
tion of an era of decline in Islamic philosophy and revealing its dynamism during the
8th to 11th centuries AH.

Method

The research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a philosoph-
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ical-historical approach. First, the historical context of the School of Shiraz and the po-
sition of Tashkik among various schools were examined. Subsequently, through philo-
sophical exegesis of Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi’s works and marginalia, his views were
extracted and analyzed. Primary sources include al-Yazdi’s annotations on al-Dawant’s
marginalia on Tajrid al-I‘tigad, al-Taftazant’s al-Tahdhib al-Mantiq, and his manuscript
treatise al-Tashkik. Furthermore, manuscript comparison and content analysis were uti-
lized to reconstruct the evolution of his views regarding the principiality of quiddity
versus the principiality of being.

Findings

A review of al-Yazdi’s philosophical works reveals that in his early career, influenced
by the Illuminationist school and his teacher Ghiyath al-Din al-Dashtaki, he inclined
toward the principiality of quiddity, viewing gradation as applicable to quiddities as well
as to the accidental attributes of contingent beings. However, in his mature philosoph-
ical period, particularly in his later annotations on al-Qiishji’s commentary, he moved
beyond this stance to emphasize the principiality of being and the conventional status of
quiddity. At this stage, he accepted Tashkik exclusively within the objective reality of
being, explicitly affirming the degrees of intensity and weakness of existence.

In his analysis of Tashkik, al-Yazdt establishes a connection between logic and on-
tology: on one hand, contrary to the purely logical approach in the Mashsha’1 school,
he links the true predication of concepts to the degrees of being; on the other hand, by
emphasizing the degrees of being, he demonstrates the role of Tashkik in explaining the
unity and plurality of existence. Thus, he is considered the transitional link between the
Ishraqt thought of al-Dashtakt and the dialectical philosophy of al-Dawani, leading to
the system of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy.

Conclusion

Mulla ‘Abd Allah al-Yazdi stands as a pivotal figure in the evolution of Islamic phi-
losophy, serving as the crucial link between the School of Shiraz and the emergence of
Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy. A precise analysis of his works reveals a pro-
found intellectual transformation: he progressively distanced himself from the concep-
tual and logical gradation prevalent in earlier traditions to arrive at a robust conception
of gradation within the external reality of being itself. In this mature phase, al-Yazdi
treated quiddity as purely conventional in contrast to the principial reality of being,
affirming that existence possesses successive degrees of intensity and weakness. From
this perspective, his reflections mark a turning point in the trajectory of Islamic philos-
ophy, signaling a definitive move beyond the conceptual systems of the Peripatetics
and Illuminationists toward the existential perspective that would come to define Tran-
scendent Theosophy. Understanding al-Yazd1’s theory of Tashkik is therefore essential
not only for comprehending the distinctive position of the School of Shiraz but also for
grasping the dynamism of Islamic philosophy as it evolved from the medieval centuries
into the Safavid era.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Pessimism has been and remains a common phenomenon among philosophers and
thinkers worldwide. Philosophical and doctrinal pessimism manifests in various forms,
which can be classified based on its object, scope, or consequences. In the Islamic world,
various examples of pessimistic thinkers have been observed, mostly from periods close
to contemporary times. However, a review of the views of earlier thinkers also reveals
that some of them suffered from doctrinal pessimism. Yet, because the study of pessimism
lacks a long history, such thinkers have been overlooked in the classification of pessi-
mism types. One such well-known thinker, whose pessimism had not been examined, is
Hasan al-Basri. Historical and narrative sources indicate that he suffered from doctrinal
pessimism, but its form differs from what is observed in modern and postmodern eras.
This research investigates the typology of Hasan al-Basri’s pessimism and its social and
political implications.

Philosophical and doctrinal pessimism, aside from theoretical discussions, can have var-
ious effects on individuals’ personal, social, and political lives. Philosophical pessimism
has multiple types, and in the conducted studies, a distinct form was observed in Hasan
al-Basr1. Accordingly, this research aims to examine this specific type, which emerges
from within religion and religious belief, to identify its position and relationship among
other types of pessimism.

Various studies have been conducted on Hasan al-BasrT and his thoughts and views, but
no independent research was found on his doctrinal pessimism and its typology. The hy-
pothesis of this research is that excessive focus on one dimension of religion can generate
a specific type of pessimism, which is clearly observable in Hasan al-BagrT.

The target audience of this research includes scholars at academic centers, both sem-
inary and university. This research can be useful for students of philosophy, theology,
sociology, and psychology. The approach of this research is entirely critical. In this study,
Hasan al-BasiT’s theological and doctrinal views are first explained descriptively and then
subjected to logical critique and analysis.

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method through content
analysis. The data were collected through library research using written sources such as
books and articles. Most of the books used were accessed through the Niir software col-
lection. The most important analytical axes of this article are the concepts of pessimism,
this world, and the hereafter. In this research, the conceptual foundations of the topic, such
as pessimism, this world, and the hereafter, were first examined, followed by an investi-
gation of its affirmative foundations. The criterion for selecting data and sources was their
relevance to Hasan al-Basr1’s thoughts and views and their influence on his pessimistic
outlook.
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Findings

The analysis of Hasan al-Basr1’s theological and doctrinal views reveals important in-
sights into the nature and implications of his pessimism. The sources examined in this
research—including primary works such as Ibn al-Tawzi’s Adab al-Hasan al-Basti, al-
Ghazalt’s Ihya’ “uliim al-Din, and numerous historical and biographical sources—demon-
strate that his worldview was shaped by a distinctive combination of theological commit-
ments and eschatological concerns.

A key finding is that an incomplete or imbalanced understanding of religion can itself
generate doctrinal pessimism. Hasan al-Bag1’s pessimism does not arise from irreligion
or skepticism about religious truth, but rather from a particular interpretation of Islamic
teachings that emphasizes certain dimensions to the exclusion of others. His overwhelm-
ing focus on divine judgment, the terrors of the afterlife, and the perils of worldly attach-
ment created a worldview in which fear predominates over hope, and renunciation out-
weighs engagement. This demonstrates that pessimism need not originate outside religion;
it can emerge from within when religious teachings are selectively accentuated.

The relationship between determinism and pessimism in Hasan al-Basr1’s thought also
merits attention. While a significant correlation is often assumed between deterministic
beliefs and pessimistic outcomes, his case complicates this assumption. Although his
thought contains deterministic elements—particularly in his emphasis on divine predes-
tination and human powerlessness—his pessimism arises more fundamentally from his
eschatological orientation than from metaphysical determinism. Unlike philosophical pes-
simists who base their worldview on the absence of cosmic purpose or the inevitability
of suffering, Hasan al-Basr1’s pessimism is rooted in a vivid awareness of accountability
before God and the perils of the afterlife. This suggests that religious pessimism can have
different causal foundations than its secular counterparts.

Most significantly, Hasan al-Bast1’s view of this world and the hereafter emerges as the
primary foundation of his doctrinal pessimism. His extreme otherworldliness, combined
with a consistently negative evaluation of temporal existence, generated a distinctive form
of religious pessimism that differs from both philosophical pessimism in the Western tra-
dition and other forms of Islamic asceticism. This pessimism manifests concretely in his
teachings on worldly renunciation (Zuhd), his emphasis on fear (Khawf) over hope (Ra-
ja’), and his suspicion of political engagement and authority. The sociopolitical implica-
tions are significant: his outlook led to quietism, withdrawal from public affairs, and a pos-
ture of suspicion toward political power that influenced subsequent generations of ascetics
and early Sufis. His legacy thus represents a particular type of doctrinal pessimism—one
that emerges from within religious commitment itself rather than from its rejection.

Conclusion

Pessimism and its various types have become increasingly prevalent since the era of
human scientism. This research shows that pessimism can also stem from incomplete and
fallacious religious beliefs, as exemplified in Hasan al-Basr1. His case demonstrates that
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an excessive focus on one dimension of religion—in this instance, the fears of the afterlife
and the perils of worldly attachment—can generate a specific type of doctrinal pessimism.
This pessimism had profound implications for his social and political outlook, leading
to quietism, withdrawal from public affairs, and a suspicion of political authority that
influenced subsequent generations of ascetics and early Sufis. Examining pessimism and
its roots can also be relevant to other disciplines such as psychology, where the religious
sources of negative worldviews merit further investigation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This paper aims to provide a comprehensive and comparative analysis of the concept
of love within two fundamentally different philosophical frameworks: the Peripatetic phi-
losophy of Avicenna and the pessimistic philosophy of Arthur Schopenhauer. Avicenna
analyzes love from three dimensions: the medical dimension (as an obsessive disorder
akin to melancholia), the philosophical dimension (as a principle sustaining the existence
of beings), and the mystical dimension (as chaste love that refines the inner self). Similar-
ly, Schopenhauer conceptualizes love across three levels: sexual love (as a deceptive force
serving the preservation of the species), the will oriented toward survival (as a pervasive
force throughout existence), and pure love (as compassion and a path to redemption).

The findings reveal significant similarities in the universality and diffusion of love and
will across all beings, alongside fundamental differences in their metaphysical founda-
tions: Avicenna’s goodness-centered ontology versus Schopenhauer’s pessimistic, suf-
fering-centered worldview. As the first comprehensive comparative study of these two
philosophers on the notion of love, this research offers a new horizon for understanding
the philosophy of love.

The central problem of this study concerns the ontological, anthropological, and teleo-
logical foundations of love in Avicenna’s thought and the ways in which this conception
diverges—often radically—from Schopenhauer’s interpretation of love as a manifestation
of the will-to-live. The main hypothesis of the article is that the disagreement between
these two philosophers regarding love is not merely psychological or ethical in nature, but
rather rooted in two profoundly different metaphysical visions of being, human nature,
and the ultimate meaning of life.

Method

The research adopts an analytical-comparative methodology and is based on a close
reading and interpretation of the primary and authoritative texts of both philosophers.

Findings

In Avicenna’s philosophy, love (‘ishq) is not treated as a merely emotional or subjective
phenomenon. Instead, it occupies a central place within his ontological system and is
deeply embedded in the very structure of being. In several of his works, most notably al-
Isharat wa al-Tanbihat and the Risalah fi al- ‘ishq (Treatise on Love), Avicenna conceptual-
izes love as the intrinsic inclination of all beings toward perfection and the ultimate good.
According to this view, every existent, in accordance with its ontological rank, possesses
a natural desire and attraction toward its own perfection, and this attraction constitutes
the very essence of love. Love, therefore, is not an accidental attribute but an existential
necessity and a fundamental consequence of being itself.
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The intimate connection between love and Avicenna’s doctrine of emanation and hierar-
chical ontology further clarifies this position. Within the Avicennian framework, the entire
cosmos is structured as an ordered system of emanation from the Necessary Existent, and
the movement of beings—both in their descent and ascent—can only be adequately ex-
plained by reference to love as a motivating and unifying force. Love functions as the prin-
ciple that accounts for the dynamism of existence and the coherence of the cosmic order.

In the human realm, this ontological conception of love acquires distinctive epistemo-
logical and ethical implications. Human love, in its highest and most refined form, culmi-
nates in intellectual love and the love of the Absolute Good, guiding the rational soul to-
ward ultimate felicity and perfection. From this perspective, love is not opposed to reason;
rather, it operates in harmony with rationality and may even serve as the primary motive
for intellectual and moral development. Consequently, love in Avicenna’s philosophy is a
meaning-conferring and perfection-oriented force that aligns human life with the teleolog-
ical structure of reality.

By contrast, Arthur Schopenhauer analyzes love within the framework of his distinc-
tive metaphysics of the will. In Schopenhauer’s philosophical system, the ultimate real-
ity underlying all phenomena is neither reason nor goodness, but a blind, irrational, and
insatiable will that manifests itself in every level of existence. Human beings, like all
other entities, are merely phenomenal expressions of this will, and their consciousness
and rational capacities ultimately function in the service of its demands. Within this meta-
physical context, love—especially sexual and romantic love—emerges as one of the most
powerful instruments through which the will secures the preservation and continuation of
the species.

Schopenhauer adopts a profoundly pessimistic stance toward love, interpreting it as a
form of conscious illusion generated by the will in order to compel individuals toward re-
production. Intense emotions, romantic attachments, and even acts of self-sacrifice are, on
this account, deceptive appearances that conceal the true biological aim of love. What in-
dividuals experience as personal affection or profound emotional connection is, in reality,
the impersonal strategy of the will-to-live asserting itself through human consciousness.
As aresult, love does not signify transcendence, fulfillment, or genuine meaning; instead,
it reveals humanity’s bondage to an endless cycle of desire, satisfaction, boredom, and
suffering. Once the immediate goal of the will is achieved, the illusion of love dissipates,
leaving behind disillusionment or renewed dissatisfaction—an outcome entirely consis-
tent with Schopenhauer’s fundamental pessimism about life.

A comparative analysis of these two philosophical approaches demonstrates that the
starkly different interpretations of love are grounded in deeply divergent ontological and
anthropological assumptions. In Avicenna’s philosophy, being is inherently intelligible,
good-centered, and teleological, and the human being is capable—through the guidance
of reason and love—of attaining perfection and true happiness. In Schopenhauer’s phi-
losophy, by contrast, reality lacks a rational or benevolent purpose and is governed by an
irrational will that condemns human existence to perpetual dissatisfaction. Accordingly,
love cannot assume a redemptive or elevating role; it remains a mechanism of deception
in the service of biological survival.
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Conclusion

In the comparative examination of Avicenna’s and Schopenhauer’s views on love, it
becomes evident that, despite fundamental differences in their metaphysical, epistemolog-
ical, and anthropological foundations, a semantic convergence exists in both thinkers’ con-
ception of “sexual love” as a force serving the preservation of the human species. For both
philosophers, love is interpreted not as a merely personal emotion or feeling, but rather as
an ontological mechanism of nature that ensures the continuity of existence.

However, beyond this convergence, their interpretations diverge radically. Within Avi-
cenna’s framework, love represents a pathway toward intellectual and moral transcen-
dence, offering meaning and orientation to human life. Within Schopenhauer’s frame-
work, love exemplifies the tragic condition of human existence, in which individuals are
unknowingly manipulated by forces beyond their control.

The present study concludes that the philosophical analysis of love is not merely an
inquiry into a particular human emotion, but rather a gateway to a deeper understanding of
the relationship between metaphysics, ethics, and lived human experience. By juxtaposing
Avicenna’s good-centered metaphysics with Schopenhauer’s will-centered pessimism, the
article illuminates the profound extent to which conceptions of love are shaped by under-
lying metaphysical commitments.
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Abstract

he question of meaning and its relationship with expressive

forms has long been a central concern in philosophical and

linguistic discourse. Linguists have hitherto examined lan-

guage and linguistic issues from the perspective of Western
philosophy, but this topic has not been addressed from the standpoint of
Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah). Employing a de-
scriptive-analytical methodology and a study of foundational linguistic
and philosophical texts, this research undertakes a comparative analysis
of three approaches: the Saussurean, the Derridean, and that of Transcen-
dent Theosophy. The findings indicate that the philosophical approach of
Transcendent Theosophy, by explaining the single signified (Madliil) and
its multiple manifestations (Tajalliyat) in the form of various signifiers
(Dall), offers a more coherent framework for understanding the system of
signs—something that cannot be adequately explained by the theories of
Saussure and Derrida alone. This theoretical framework, drawing upon
the principles of Transcendent Theosophy, presents a novel model in lin-
guistics that accounts for both the continuity of meaning and the diversity
of its expressive forms. The main achievement of this research is the for-
mulation of a theory in linguistics based on Transcendent Theosophy,
which has the potential for application in linguistic studies and the hu-
manities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question of meaning and its ontological relationship with expressive forms—the
signifier—has long occupied a central place in philosophical and linguistic discourse,
delineating the boundary between realism and relativism. In the modern and postmod-
ern eras, this challenge entered a critical phase with the emergence of structuralism and
post-structuralism, confronting linguistics with profound epistemological paradoxes.

On one hand, Ferdinand de Saussure, by proposing the theory of social contract and
emphasizing the arbitrary nature of the sign, defined the relationship between the sig-
nifier and the signified within a closed, intra-linguistic framework. In this approach,
language is a system of differences where signifiers do not refer to external reality but
merely to one another. On the other hand, Jacques Derrida, critiquing the metaphysics
of presence, deconstructed this very structure. By introducing the concept of différance,
he argued that a final, fixed signified can never be attained because meaning is always
deferred in an endless chain of signifiers, leaving only a trace of itself. These two ap-
proaches have placed contemporary linguistics at a crossroads between structural rigid-
ity and absolute uncertainty.

The necessity of this research arises from the fact that the lack of a solid ontological
foundation for language has led to a crisis in the interpretation of texts, particularly
religious scriptures. The fundamental question is whether a rigorous explanation can be
provided, transcending the dualisms of Western philosophy, that guarantees the stability
of meaning for mutual understanding while simultaneously accepting the dynamism and
multiplicity of signifiers.

The fundamental objective of this research is to conduct a comparative analysis of the
nature of the signifier and the signified within the three paradigms of Saussure, Derrida,
and Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy (Hikmat Muta‘aliyah), aiming to demon-
strate that Mulla Sadra’s theory of unity in multiplicity (al-Wahdah fT al-Kathrah) can
serve as an alternative model.

In reviewing the literature, although studies have been conducted on Islamic philos-
ophy of language, the direct application of the structure/post-structure challenge to the
Sadrian solution has received less attention. For instance, Sajidi (2024) offered a meth-
odological pattern for resolving dualities by referring to the gradations of truth, which
inspired the current research. However, previous studies have primarily focused on a
negative critique of the idea of endless signifiers, and the main gap remains the absence
of a coherent existential linguistics (Zaban-Shinasi-ye Wujudi) capable of stabilizing
and correcting the concept of différance within its proper ontological place.

Method

This research is theoretical-fundamental in type and conducted using a descriptive-an-
alytical method with a comparative approach. The logic governing the research is a
dialectical movement from the thesis (structuralism) and antithesis (post-structuralism)
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toward the synthesis (Transcendent Theosophy). Data were collected via library and
documentary methods from primary sources, including Saussure’s Course in General
Linguistics, Derrida’s works such as Writing and Difference, and Mulla Sadra’s al-As-
far al-Arba‘ah and Mafatih al-Ghayb. Data analysis began with the description and
deconstruction of definitions of the sign in the West, followed by revealing their on-
tological voids, and finally reconstructed by applying the principles of the primacy of
existence (Asalat al-Wujad), the gradation of being (Tashkik al-Wujtid), and the spirit
of meanings (Rih al-Ma‘ani).

Findings

The findings of this comparative analysis reveal that the Achilles’ heel of Saussurean
linguistics is its horizontal view of language, confining meaning to the relationship
of signifiers with one another, thereby turning language into a self-referential system.
Derrida astutely identifies this gap, realizing that in this horizontal system no fixed
point exists; thus, he arrives at the endless play of signs. His fundamental error, how-
ever, lies in generalizing the characteristics of the material world—change, flux, and
difference—to all realms of existence. Because he does not acknowledge immaterial
and immutable realms of being, he considers the stability of meaning an illusion. From
the Sadrian perspective, différance is an intrinsic characteristic of the material world
and a sign of existential poverty, but it is not the whole truth.

In contrast to these approaches, Transcendent Theosophy opens a new horizon by
proposing the theory of the spirit of meanings. Contrary to the positivistic view that
regards words as being coined for material and changing instances, in Transcendent
Theosophy words are coined for the spirits of meanings. The spirit of meaning is an im-
material, universal, and immutable truth, analogous to the concept of “scale” (Mizan),
which is the truth of measurement regardless of whether it is manifested as a physical
balance or a digital instrument. This stability in the spirit of meaning is the missing link
that Derrida denied and Saussure ignored.

Another key finding is the transition from the concept of contract to theophany (Ta-
jalli). Although at a superficial level the relationship between word and meaning is
conventional, in a deep existential analysis based on the rule of the matching of worlds
(Tatabuq al-‘awalim), the signifier is the lowest stage of the descent of the signified.
Just as the material world is the shell and crust of the spiritual world, the word is the
body and mold in which the spirit of meaning has manifested; therefore, the relation-
ship between signifier and signified is longitudinal and apparitional (TGlT wa ZuhirT),
not merely contractual.

The most significant achievement of this analysis is resolving the conflict between
stability and change by applying the model of unity in multiplicity. Accordingly, the
signified in the higher existential realm—Divine Knowledge or the Intellect—is a sin-
gle and simple truth that guarantees understanding and truth, preventing the collapse
of meaning into relativism. However, this same single meaning becomes multiple in
the arc of descent and upon entering the realm of human language. Diverse languages
and various metaphors are all multiple mirrors reflecting that single sun. Thus, the
difference and slippage of signifiers emphasized by Derrida belong to the realm of
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multiplicity and manifestation, while the stability of meaning belongs to the realm of
unity and the interior (Batin).

Conclusion

The results of this research, while confirming the efficacy of Sadrian ontology in
resolving the crisis of meaning, demonstrate that language in this approach is elevated
from a mere communicative tool to an existential phenomenon. Human speech is a di-
luted form (Raqiqah) of Divine Speech, and the mechanism of theophany operative in
the creation of the world is also operative in the creation of sentences. This perspective
has significant hermeneutic implications, paving the way for valid interpretation, such
that the interpreter is neither enslaved by the literal exterior—rigidity—nor trapped in
semantic chaos. Rather, the process of understanding is an ascending movement (Tawil)
from the multiple shell of signifiers toward the single kernel of the signified. Given the
potential of this theory, it is suggested that future research investigate the impact of the
theory of substantial motion (al-Harakah al-JawharTyah) on the historical evolution of
language and the critique of cognitive linguistics based on Sadrian psychology, in order
to reveal further dimensions of this new paradigm.
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Abstract

he question of human nature constitutes one of the most funda-

mental topics in anthropology and the humanities. Jean-Paul

Sartre, within the framework of atheistic existentialism, denies

any fixed essence for the human being and emphasizes human
self-creation and absolute fiee will. The present research aims to provide
a rational analysis and critique of Sartre s view concerning the “denial of
human nature” and to explain its consequences based on the principles of
Islamic anthropology. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and li-
brary-based data collection, this study examines the challenges of this
approach in the domains of epistemology, ethics, and ontology. The find-
ings indicate that the denial of human nature conflicts with the founda-
tions of Islamic anthropology, is incompatible with psychological and so-
ciological realities, and faces serious challenges in the fields of
epistemology, ethics, anthropology, and ontology. Furthermore, the nega-
tion of human nature entails negative consequences such as nihilism, ex-
istential anxiety, and moral relativism, leading to the reduction of human
perfection and the neglect of the spiritual dimensions of human existence.
In contrast, Islamic anthropology, relying on the concept of Fitrah (pri-
mordial nature), while safeguarding human freedom, provides a teleolog-
ical framework for explaining innate human tendencies that prevents the
crisis of meaning and moral relativism, and offers a foundation for the
indigenization of the human sciences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question of human nature is a foundational issue in philosophical and theological
anthropology, with profound implications for ethics, epistemology, and law. In the contem-
porary era, Jean-Paul Sartre, representing atheistic existentialism, denies any a priori es-
sence for human beings, asserting the priority of existence over essence. He maintains that
accepting any form of innate nature (Fitrah) or primordial blueprint contradicts absolute
human freedom. By rejecting essentialist definitions and emphasizing lived experience,
Sartre portrays the human being as a project-less entity devoid of any common existential
ground, wherein meaning and value are solely the products of free individual choice. In
contrast, the Qur’an presents the doctrine of Fitrah, offering a different account of human
existential structure. In this view, innate divine tendencies do not negate freedom; rather,
they constitute a necessary condition for informed choice and moral responsibility.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library sources. Sartre’s
views are first extracted from his fundamental works to elucidate core concepts such as
the priority of existence over essence, anguish, forlornness, and the negation of a Creator.
Subsequently, through content analysis, Qur’anic verses pertaining to Fitrah (with partic-
ular focus on Strat al-Riim, verse 30) and relevant philosophical interpretations are exam-
ined. Finally, employing rational critique and consequential analysis, Sartre’s theoretical
impasses are identified and compared with the Qur’anic anthropological model.

Findings

The findings of this research are presented in two sections: the critique of Sartre’s views
and the Qur’anic alternative.

1. Ontological and Logical Critique of Sartre

By denying essence, Sartre reaches a deadlock in explaining “becoming;” because
change without a “stable ground” and a “specific goal” is unintelligible. Furthermore, he
faces a contradiction between denying essence and accepting common features like con-
sciousness and responsibility, which practically function as an essence. Sartrean freedom
creates a form of existential determinism inconsistent with stable human realities. Sartre
sees the human being as “condemned to be free” and yet “forlorn” (abandoned). Howev-
er, in the Qur’anic view, the human being, possessing divine Fitrah, is never abandoned.
Freedom here means liberation from base desires to reach a primordial goal, not absolute
liberation from any purpose.
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2. Epistemological and Moral Critique

Sartre considers “anguish” to result from the responsibility of creating all of humanity
through individual choice. In the Qur’anic view, responsibility arises from the “Divine
Trust” (Amanah) and the covenant of Fitrah. Denying Fitrah reduces the mind to a “blank
slate,” lacking tools for processing meaning. This leads to “extreme relativism” where eth-
ics are reduced to personal taste, leaving no supra-individual criteria for evaluating others.
Consequently, Sartre’s “responsibility” lacks ontological backing and becomes an unsup-
ported slogan. In contrast, the Qur’anic Fitrah, by offering fixed moral values, provides a
criterion for distinguishing “authentic choice” from “inauthentic choice.”

3. Consequential Critique

Sartre’s image of the human being, due to the removal of God and teleology, leads to
“abandonment,” “existential anxiety,” and “nausea.” Freedom in this view is not an op-
portunity for growth but an “exhausting burden” driving the individual toward nihilism.
Without an internal or external guide, the human being is trapped in permanent instability.

4. Exposition of the Qur anic Perspective

Fitrah in the Qur’an possesses a divine nature, stability, universality, and immutability.
Fitrah is a guide providing primary cognitions (like distinguishing good from evil) but
does not strip away free choice; it creates the ground for informed choice. The mission of
the prophets, based on the principle of “Remembrance” (Tadhkir), is to remind humans of
these inherent truths.

5. Comparative Analysis

The findings show that the superiority of the Qur’anic view lies in explaining the cor-
relation between “identity stability” and “freedom.” Unlike Sartre, who seeks freedom in a
vacuum, the Qur’an introduces Fitrah as the transcendental foundation of freedom, saving
life from the crisis of meaning by providing an ultimate goal.

Conclusion

This research concluded that Sartre's theory regarding the negation of a unified hu-
man nature faces challenges in ontology, epistemology, and ethics. By denying grounds
of Fitrah, Sartre reduces the human being to a one-dimensional entity in absolute anxiety.
In contrast, Qur’anic anthropology establishes a firm link between “what is” (existential
structure) and “what ought to be” (moral values). This view defends human freedom, pre-
vents a crisis of meaning, and provides a path for virtue by explaining the teleology of life.

The superiority of the Qur’anic perspective is that it defines freedom within “ontologi-
cal guidance” (al-Hidayat al-Takwiniyah), responding to empirical and psychological re-
alities. Fitrah is a “dynamic structure.” Findings show that Fitrah is ontological guidance;
meaning the human being possesses an internal orientation toward perfection, but actual-
izing it depends on free will. Therefore, the human being in the Qur’anic view is not an
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“object” but a being whose “existence” is tied to a transcendental “ought.”

The Qur’anic human has “existential stability” that maintains identity amidst changes.
Furthermore, freedom in Qur’anic anthropology does not mean “volitional selfishness”
but “self-actualization via Fitrah” in the light of the connection with the Source of Being.
Thus, the Qur’anic view ensures freedom while providing a much stronger rational foun-
dation for ethics and responsibility.
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Abstract

his research has been conducted to investigate the possibility of
knowing the quiddity of God with an emphasis on Islamic tra-
ditions (Hadith). Knowledge and cognition of the Divine Es-
sence (Dhat) in terms of its existence is attainable and is
demonstrated through numerous proofs. However, knowledge of its quid-
dity (Mahiyyah)—insofar as it entails delimitations, determinations, and
the affirmation of non-existences—is impossible concerning God, Who is
exempt from all deficiency, non-existence, and limitation. This matter is
also emphasized in the traditions, where reflection upon it is prohibited.
Nevertheless, the Divine Essence, through its manifestation (Zuhiir) in lev-
els and its acceptance of delimitations and determinations according to
each stage, is manifested in the many names and manifestations (Mazahir).
Through this, knowledge of Him—or more precisely, knowledge of His
manifestation—is made possible. This knowledge, relative to the level of
manifestation, constitutes mediated knowledge of the Essence and is the
only path to knowing Him. In this path, the most complete knowledge is
attainable only through the most perfect of manifestations, namely the
Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil), who is the Muhammadan Reality (al-
Hagqiqah al-Muhammadiyyah). This point is also confirmed by the tradi-
tions of the Infallible Imams. This research has been conducted using an
analytical-descriptive method and library-based resources.

Cite this article: Abrari, N.; Assi Mozneb, A.; Shamerizi, S.H. (2025). Investigating
the Epistemological Possibility of God with an Emphasis on Hadith. Islamic Phil-
osophical Doctrines, 20(36), 249-284. https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2026.7468.1652

@' BY © The Author(s). Publisher: Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.



mailto:narjes4031%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mozneb1ieuyazd.ac.ir%40gmai?subject=
mailto:shamerizi%40iauyazd.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3856-1404
 https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2026.7468.1652 
https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2025.6474.1562  

Srsgads dpaz Ay g o sole uol@lgl gyl i / Sl 5 0SB Wighats ol sz (SOl 2

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Knowledge and cognition constitute the foundation of all human action and belief; with-
out them, neither the realization of science nor conscious movement along the path of ser-
vitude attains meaningfulness. In Islamic wisdom, knowledge and action are reciprocally
related, and the human journey toward perfection and proximity to God is grounded in
correct knowledge. Epistemology, as the study of knowledge, plays a pivotal role in delin-
eating the limits of human understanding and establishing valid criteria for cognition. This
significance becomes especially pronounced when addressing a foundational issue such as
the knowledge of God, since Tawhid (divine unity)—as the very truth of this knowledge—
serves as the guiding principle for all levels of religious belief and practice. In light of this
foundational status, the present study examines the possibility or impossibility of knowing
the quiddity (Mahiyya) and mode (Kayfiyya) of the Divine Essence, and seeks to elucidate
a sound and systematic path for knowledge of God.

Method

This study adopts a library-based, descriptive-analytical methodology. After clarifying
the epistemological concept of quiddity (Mahiyya) through relevant philosophical notions
such as delimitation (Taqyid) and gradation (Tashkik), the study examines and analyzes
philosophical and Hadith-based discourses on the knowledge of God. Additionally, Is-
lamic traditions concerning the Divine Essence (Dhat) and manifestation (Zuhiir) are em-
ployed to affirm or refute the claims under discussion.

Results

The inquiry begins by maintaining a crucial distinction between two epistemic do-
mains often conflated: knowledge of the existence of God and knowledge of the essence
or quiddity of God. Regarding the former, the study affirms that rational demonstration
and revelatory testimony jointly establish the existence of a Necessary Being (Wajib
al-Wujtd) whose existence is necessary, eternal, infinite, and absolutely perfect. Onto-
logical analysis of existence and nonexistence reveals that absolute existence is devoid
of negation, indivisible, and incapable of annihilation, whereas nonexistence has no ex-
tramental reality and remains a purely conceptual abstraction. At this level, knowledge
of God as the Necessary Existent is both intelligible and philosophically defensible.

The more demanding question concerns the knowability of the Divine Essence itself.
The study argues that cognition, as a human act, necessarily presupposes conceptual
delimitation and epistemic containment. All acts of knowing involve the imposition
of form, determination (Ta‘ayyun), and boundary, and are thus inseparably linked to
negation and exclusion. Quiddity (Mahiyya), as the formal structure of intelligibility,
functions as the locus in which existence becomes conceptually graspable. Consequent-
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ly, all human knowledge is mediated by determinations that render an object finite and
accessible to the intellect. From this standpoint, cognition is invariably directed toward
manifestations (Mzahir) and attributes (Sifat) rather than toward absolute being as such.

On this basis, the study concludes that knowledge of the Divine Essence—charac-
terized by infinite simplicity, absolute transcendence (Tanzih), and being beyond all
deficiency—is intrinsically impossible. Any attempt to define or conceptualize the es-
sence of God inevitably entails limitation and thus contradicts divine absoluteness. The
extensive corpus of Islamic revelatory teachings that prohibit reflection (Tafakkur) on
the Divine Essence is therefore interpreted not merely as a matter of devotional restraint,
but as an epistemological principle. The highest epistemic attainment with respect to the
Divine Essence lies in recognizing the impossibility of comprehending it. The essence
of God transcends all modes of predication, attribution, and even conceptual negation;
in this domain, both affirmation and denial remain inapplicable.

Nevertheless, the impossibility of knowing the essence does not entail the closure of
all avenues of divine knowledge. The study emphasizes a principled distinction between
the unknowability of the essence and the knowability of divine manifestations (Mzahir).
While the essence remains the Hidden of the Hidden (Ghayb al-Ghuytib), it discloses
itself through successive levels of manifestation (Tajalll), names (Asma’), and attri-
butes (Sifat). Each manifestation constitutes a determinate locus (Mazhar) that allows
for relative comprehension, even though the very act of manifestation simultaneously
veils the essence. Revelation and concealment thus remain inseparable in every divine
disclosure.

Within this conceptual framework, two influential approaches to the relationship be-
tween essence and manifestation are examined. The first considers the Divine Essence
as the highest degree within an ontological gradation (Tashkik) of existence, thereby
establishing a continuous existential spectrum between God and creation. The second
approach, which the present study endorses, categorically situates the Divine Essence
beyond all gradation, asserting that gradation pertains exclusively to the realm of man-
ifestation. In this view, the essence of God is absolutely unconditioned (La bi-Shart
Magsami)—not even by the condition of absoluteness itself—whereas multiplicity,
determination, and hierarchy emerge solely within the order of divine self-disclosure
(Tajall1). This approach is argued to exhibit greater philosophical coherence and closer
conformity with foundational monotheistic doctrines.

At the apex of this hierarchical model stands the concept of the Muhammadi Reality
(al-Haqiqa al-Muhammadiyya), which the study identifies as the first and most perfect
manifestation of the Divine. Drawing upon scriptural and metaphysical foundations,
this reality is presented as the primordial locus of divine self-disclosure, the universal
mediator of existence, grace, and knowledge between God and the cosmos. The Mu-
hammadi Reality is not confined to the historical person of the Prophet but signifies an
ontologically universal truth that permeates all levels of being and manifests supremely
in his person.

Significantly, the Muhammadi Reality is characterized both as the most complete
manifestation of the Divine and as the greatest veil (al-Hijab al-’A‘zam). Without this
veil, neither revelation nor worship nor knowledge would be possible. The Perfect Hu-
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man (al-Insan al-Kamil) functions as the first determinate disclosure of the otherwise
inaccessible essence, rendering divine knowledge conceivable within the horizon of
human understanding.

Conclusions

Accordingly, the study concludes that while knowledge of the Divine Essence is intrin-
sically impossible, the most complete form of divine knowledge available to humanity
is attainable through systematic contemplation of divine manifestations, culminating in
the knowledge of the Muhammadan Reality. This mediated epistemology preserves the
absolute transcendence of the Divine Essence while affirming the meaningful possibility
of theological knowledge within the order of manifestation.

The main innovation of the article lies in the precise distinction between essence and
manifestations, the critique of the view of gradation in the essence, and the formulation of
the role of the Muhammadan Reality (al-Haqiqa al-Muhammadiyya) as the axis of divine
knowledge based on philosophical analysis and revelatory teachings. This approach can
contribute to enriching discussions on divine knowledge in Islamic philosophy.
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Dhat), Knowledge of the Divine Manifestations (‘ilm al-Mazahir)
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Abstract

n Islamic philosophy, the discussion of the immateriality of the
I soul (Tajarrud al-Nafs) constitutes one of the most fundamental
and complex topics in philosophical anthropology, which has
consistently engaged the attention of Muslim philosophers. Thinkers such
as Avicenna, adducing various proofs, sought to demonstrate the immate-
riality of the soul. However, in the contemporary era, certain scholars—in-
cluding Ayatollah Fayyadi—have undertaken a critical re-examination of
these proofs, scrutinizing their foundations and premises and casting doubt
upon their validity and completeness. Adopting an analytical-critical ap-
proach, the present research investigates the most significant critiques ad-
vanced by Fayyadi concerning Avicenna's arguments for the soul s imma-
teriality. Among these critiques are the following: doubt concerning the
indivisibility of intelligible forms, denial of the necessary connection be-
tween immateriality and indivisibility, challenge to the self-evidence of the
distinction between degrees of perceptual intensity, rejection of the existen-
tial distinction between sensory and intellectual faculties based on the cri-
terion of immateriality, dismissal of the “Flying Man” argument as unreal,
objection to the manner in which cognitive forms are individuated given
their attribution to a particular subject, and finally, denial of the correla-
tion between immateriality and unity on the one hand and materiality and
multiplicity on the other. The findings of this research indicate that most of
these critiques suffer from serious logical and epistemological flaws and
lack the demonstrative force to refute Avicenna's cogent proofs for the im-
materiality of the soul. Consequently, the final analysis of this study em-
Dphasizes that the classical arguments of Islamic philosophy concerning the
soul s immateriality, despite certain challenges, retain their requisite co-
herence and demonstrative strength, and Fayyadr's critiques lack the logi-
cal sufficiency to invalidate them.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The immateriality of the rational soul (al-Nafs al-Natiqah) constitutes one of the most
central and enduring debates in Islamic philosophy and philosophical anthropology.
This issue plays a foundational role in explaining human self-awareness, intellectual
cognition, moral responsibility, and the soul’s persistence beyond bodily death. Muslim
philosophers have traditionally maintained that the true essence of the human being
cannot be reduced to the material body and that the rational soul possesses an immaterial
mode of existence independent of corporeal conditions. Among these philosophers, Avi-
cenna stands out as the most systematic and influential thinker who developed a com-
prehensive set of rational arguments to establish the immateriality of the rational soul.

Avicenna’s proofs—such as the indivisibility of intelligible forms, the absence of
bodily characteristics in intellectual cognition, the soul’s constant awareness of itself,
the apprehension of universals, and the unity of consciousness—have shaped the tra-
jectory of Islamic philosophical psychology. These arguments were largely accepted by
later philosophers, including Mulla Sadra and al-Sabzawari, who either defended them
or offered refinements within their own philosophical systems. Despite this long-stand-
ing acceptance, contemporary scholars have revisited these classical arguments in light
of modern philosophical concerns.

One of the most notable contemporary critiques is presented by Gholamreza Fayyadi,
who challenges the validity and sufficiency of Avicenna’s proofs. Fayyadt questions the
logical connection between immateriality and indivisibility, disputes the self-evidence
of distinctions between strong and weak perceptions, denies an essential ontological
difference between sensory and intellectual faculties based on immateriality, criticizes
the Flying Man (al-Insan al-Mu‘allaq) argument as an unreal and hypothetical scenario,
and rejects the claim that unity necessarily implies immateriality. The present study
aims to critically assess these objections by carefully reconstructing Avicenna’s original
arguments and evaluating Fayyadt’s critiques within the proper metaphysical and epis-
temological framework.

This research targets scholars, graduate students, and researchers in Islamic philos-
ophy, philosophical psychology, and metaphysics. The analytical-critical method em-
ployed here is appropriate for the study’s objectives, as it allows for conceptual clarifi-
cation, logical evaluation, and comparison of classical and contemporary philosophical
perspectives.

Method

The study adopts an analytical and critical research design grounded in philosophical
textual analysis. Primary sources include Avicenna’s major works such as al-Shifa’,
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al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, al-Najat, and al-Mabda wa al-Ma‘ad, alongside authoritative
commentaries by Nasir al-Din al-TusT and later philosophical elaborations by Mulla
Sadra. Fayyadi’s critiques are examined primarily through his work Philosophical Psy-
chology (Ravan-shenasi-ye Falsafi), which represents his most systematic engagement
with the problem of the soul’s immateriality.

The main axes of analysis are organized around Avicenna’s core arguments: the indi-
visibility of intelligible forms, the absence of corporeal properties in intellectual cogni-
tion, the permanence of self-awareness, the intellect’s apprehension of universals, and
unity and multiplicity in relation to materiality and immateriality.

Data collection is library-based and relies on close reading, conceptual reconstruction,
and comparative evaluation of philosophical texts. The stages of the research include:
first, reconstructing Avicenna’s arguments in their strongest and most coherent form;
second, presenting Fayyadi’s critiques accurately and charitably; and third, critically
evaluating these critiques by examining their logical consistency, conceptual presuppo-
sitions, and fidelity to Avicenna’s philosophical framework. Ethical considerations are
observed by ensuring accurate citation, avoiding misrepresentation of opposing views,
and maintaining scholarly integrity in the use of sources and data.

Findings

The findings of the study indicate that most of Fayyadt’s critiques fail to undermine
Avicenna’s arguments due to conceptual confusion or misinterpretation of Avicenna’s
philosophical principles.

In the case of indivisibility, Fayyadi’s objections often conflate different senses of
division—such as essential versus accidental divisibility—and overlook Avicenna’s em-
phasis on the complete absence of both types in intelligible forms. Arguments denying
the link between immateriality and indivisibility neglect the specific conditions under
which Avicenna establishes this connection.

Critiques concerning the distinction between strong and weak perceptions are shown
to disregard the self-evident and experiential nature of Avicenna’s claim, which relies on
immediate introspective awareness rather than formal demonstration. The denial of an
ontological distinction between sensory and intellectual faculties is found to be incon-
sistent with the historical consensus of Islamic philosophers, who unanimously regarded
the sensory faculties as material while differing only on the status of the imaginative
faculty.

Fayyadt’s rejection of the Flying Man argument as unreal misunderstands its phil-
osophical function. The argument is not intended as a physical or empirical scenario
but as a conceptual thought experiment demonstrating the immediacy of self-awareness
independent of bodily perception. Similar issues arise in the critique of universals and
unity, where Fayyadi conflates the individuation of knowledge in a particular knower
with the conceptual universality of intelligible forms.

Overall, the analysis reveals that while Fayyadi’s critiques engage with important
philosophical questions, they do not successfully refute Avicenna’s demonstrations
when these arguments are properly understood within their original metaphysical con-
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text. The objections frequently rely on interpretations that either misrepresent Avicen-
na’s positions or apply inappropriate standards of evaluation.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Avicenna’s arguments for the immateriality of the rational
soul remain philosophically robust and internally coherent. While Fayyadi’s critiques
contribute to contemporary discussion and invite renewed examination of classical
proofs, they do not possess sufficient logical or epistemological force to invalidate Avi-
cenna’s conclusions.

The practical and theoretical significance of these findings lies in reaffirming the en-
during relevance of classical Islamic philosophy in addressing fundamental questions
of human nature, consciousness, and metaphysical identity. By clarifying conceptual
misunderstandings and reinforcing rigorous standards of philosophical reasoning, the
study demonstrates that the immateriality of the rational soul continues to be a defen-
sible doctrine within the Islamic philosophical tradition. Future research may extend
this critical evaluation to other contemporary interpretations of classical arguments and
explore their implications for philosophical psychology and the philosophy of mind.
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Abstract

he relationship between the soul and cognitive forms (al-Suwar
T al-ilmiyyah) and its analysis in Islamic philosophy has a long
history. This research seeks to examine the role of the soul in
relation to cognitive forms in Islamic philosophy, focusing on
the perspectives of Mulla Sadra and ‘Allamah Tabataba't. The method
employed in this article is analytical-comparative, utilizing primary texts
and philosophical commentaries. Mulld Sadra, by establishing principles
such as the substantial motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah) of the soul,
the primacy of existence (Asalat al-Wujiid), and the immateriality of cog-
nitive forms (Tajarrud al-Suwar al-‘ilmiyyah), was able to demonstrate
that the soul, with respect to particular forms—namely, sensible and ima-
ginal forms—is their source (Masdar), that is, the soul itself creates these
particular forms. However, with respect to intellectual forms, the souls
role is that of manifestation (Mazhariyah). By regarding the soul as the
source of particular forms, Mulla Sadra addresses many of the problems
concerning mental existence (al-Wujiid al-Dhihni) and presents his philo-
sophical solutions based upon this principle. This article also demon-
strates that numerous later philosophers after Mulla Sadra have followed
him on this issue. However, based on his specific analysis of the nature of
acquired knowledge (mahiyyat al- ‘ilm al-husili) and the impossibility of
the union of potency and act (Ittihad al-Quwwah wa al-Fi‘l), ‘Allamah
Tabataba'T considers the soul’s role in all forms to be that of manifesta-
tion.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between the soul (Nafs) and cognitive forms (al-Suwar al-‘ilmiyyah),
and the very process of perception, constitutes a complex and pivotal issue in the history
of Islamic philosophy. The central question is: what role does the human soul play in
relation to perceptual forms, whether sensible, imaginal, or intellectual? Are these forms
abstracted and acquired from the external world, implying a receptive role for the soul,
or does the soul actively participate in their very emergence, implying an agentive role?
Explaining this relationship has significant implications for solving classical problems
such as mental existence (al-Wujtid al-Dhihn1) and the nature of knowledge.

This research seeks to analyze and compare the viewpoints of two eminent philos-
ophers of transcendental philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), Mulla Sadra and
‘Allamah Tabataba’1, on this issue. The primary objective is to precisely explain Mulla
Sadra’s theory of the soul’s sourcehood (Masdartyah) and manifestation (MazharTyat),
analyze its philosophical foundations, and ultimately examine ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s
critique and his alternative theory, which advocates the soul’s absolute manifestation in
all forms.

The background of the discussion traces back to the Peripatetic (Mashsha 1) philoso-
phers’ view on the abstraction (Tajrid) of forms from matter. Contemporary research has
mainly focused on explaining or elaborating Mulla Sadra’s view, as seen in Qasimiyan
(2014), or examining the consequences of accepting the soul's agency, as in Rastin and
Husayn1 Shahradr (2020). However, a systematic study that directly contrasts Mulla
Sadra’s view with ‘Allamah Tabataba1’s final and independent theory represents a sig-
nificant gap, which this article aims to fill.

This article is beneficial for researchers and students of Islamic philosophy, particu-
larly those interested in epistemology and transcendental philosophy, as well as scholars
in the philosophy of mind. To achieve its stated objectives, an analytical-comparative
method has been selected. The research employs a philosophical approach based on the
analysis of primary texts such as al-Asfar and al-Shawahid al-Rububiyyah and other
authoritative works.

Method

This study is descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach. The scope of the
research encompasses Mulla Sadra’s opinions in his principal works and ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1’s interpretation of these opinions in his glosses on al-Asfar and his inde-
pendent works, such as Usiil-e Falsafeh wa Raweh-e Re’alizm (The Principles of Phi-
losophy and the Method of Realism). Furthermore, to demonstrate the adherence of
post-Sadrian philosophers, reference is made to viewpoints such as that of al-Sabzawart.

Information was gathered through library research and the study of primary and sec-
ondary philosophical texts. The main axes of analysis are: the foundations of each the-
ory, including substantial motion and the primacy of existence; the explanation of the

PAS



|||||||||||||||||||||| 8 8yl VEF Ol 5 Loy Yo 350 ﬁgﬁdwﬂ’

PAV

soul’s relation to sensible and imaginal forms; the explanation of the soul’s relation
to intellectual forms; and the consequences and implications of each viewpoint. After
extracting key relevant propositions from the texts, using qualitative content analysis,
concepts were extracted, categorized, and examined within a comparative framework.

Results

The Peripatetic philosophers, with their theory of abstraction (Tajrid), believe that
the soul abstracts material external forms by gradually separating material accidents,
transforming them into sensible, imaginal, and intellectual levels. In this view, the soul
is passive and receptive, and the forms are changing.

Mulla Sadra, by critiquing the foundations of the Peripatetics and relying on princi-
ples such as the substantial motion of the soul (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah li-1-Nafs), the
primacy of existence (Asalah al-Wujid), and the immateriality of all cognitive forms
(Tajarrud Jam1* al-Suwar al-‘ilmiyyah), presents a novel theory. The findings indicate
that from his perspective, the soul holds the role of sourcehood (Masdariyah) in relation
to particular forms, both sensible and imaginal. This means that it is the soul which, ac-
cording to its substantial perfection, brings these forms into existence (Ijad), rather than
abstracting them from the outside. This viewpoint resolves many problems of the theory
of mental existence. However, the soul’s role in relation to universal intellectual forms
is that of manifestation (Mazhartyah), meaning these forms are illuminated upon the
soul from the intellectual realm and the soul is merely the locus of their manifestation.

The findings confirm that most philosophers after Mulla Sadra, such as al-Sabzawarf,
Mirza Mahdi Ashtiyani, and Shaykh Muhammad Taqi Amuli, have accepted and elab-
orated on this dual-role theory.

The most significant finding is the extraction and explanation of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s
independent and critical theory. Considering his specific analysis of the nature of ac-
quired knowledge (Mahiyyah al-‘ilm al-Hustl1) and the impossibility of the identity
of potency and act (Istihalah Ittihad al-Quwwah wa al-Fi‘l), he accepts Mulla Sadra’s
theory concerning intellectual forms but criticizes it regarding particular forms. From
Tabataba’'1’s perspective, the soul’s role across all levels of perception—sensible, ima-
ginal, and intellectual—is solely that of manifestation. Just as intellectual forms are be-
stowed from the active intellect, sensible and imaginal forms are also bestowed upon the
soul from an immaterial imaginal substance. Just through union with these immaterial
entities, the soul receives the appropriate forms. Therefore, the soul’s role is always one
of reception and manifestation, not creation and sourcehood.

Conclusion

Explaining the relationship between the soul and cognitive forms is key to resolving
many historical disputes in Islamic epistemology and providing a philosophical account
of the cognitive process. This research demonstrates how developments in ontological
foundations, such as the primacy of existence and substantial motion, can lead to trans-
formations in epistemological theories.

The prevalent view of Mulla Sadra was confirmed among most later philosophers. In
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contrast, Tabataba'1’s alternative theory, which considers the soul a manifestation in all
forms, is presented as the analytical culmination of later thinkers. This research contrib-
utes to clarifying the evolution of the philosophy of knowledge in Islam. Its results can
serve as a basis for philosophical dialogue with contemporary schools of epistemology
and for interdisciplinary studies in the philosophy of mind and cognitive sciences.

This research raises the question that if, according to Tabataba'1, the soul lacks agency
even in sensible perception, what would the philosophical explanation of attention and

will in the perceptual process be? This issue can pave the way for future research.
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Abstract

oetic language, owing to its unparalleled capacity for convey-

ing profound concepts in a concise and pleasing expression,

has long served as an eloquent medium for reflecting deep phil-

osophical themes. The poetry collection (Divan) of ‘Allamah
Hasan-zadah Amuli stands as a prominent example of this synthesis, man-
ifesting the artistic integration of philosophy and literature. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library-based resources, this
research examines the manifestation of the principles of Transcendent
Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah) in the lyric poems (Ghazaliyyat)
of ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah. The findings indicate that valuable philosoph-
ical principles such as the unity of the reality of existence and the multi-
plicity of its modes of manifestation, the pervasion of love in existence, the
pervasion of knowledge and life in existence, the order, perfection, and
optimality of the cosmic system, the union of the knower and the known
(Ittihad al-‘aqil wa al-Ma ‘qiil), the relationship between the soul and the
body, and the influence of character traits (Malakat) on the formation of
imaginal (Barzakhi) forms are beautifully reflected in ‘Allamah’s lyric po-
ems. Ultimately, this article attests that the lyric poems of ‘Allamah
Hasan-zadah represent a vivid manifestation of his philosophical insight
and literary taste, serving as a sturdy bridge between Transcendent The-
osophy and literature. It also emphasizes the great capacity of poetic lan-
guage for expressing the most sublime philosophical concepts in an en-
during and influential form.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

‘Allamah Hasan-zadah Amuli, as one of the most prominent expositors of the school
of Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta aliyah), has not only expanded and ex-
plained these themes in his philosophical works but has also drawn upon these profound
ideas in the realm of poetry and literature.

Although the central focus of ‘Allamah’s ghazals (lyric poems) is summarized in three
axes—divine love, supplication to God, and admonition and counsel—clear and direct
references to the foundational principles of Transcendent Theosophy can be discerned
within these themes, emphasizing his philosophical insight and poetic mastery. This is a
lesser-known dimension of this great thinker’s personality, which has remained unattend-
ed in recent scholarship.

In light of the aforementioned remarks, the primary objective of the present study is to
systematically analyze the manifestation of the principles of Transcendent Theosophy in
‘Allamah Hasan-zadah’s ghazals and to reveal how complex philosophical concepts are
reflected within the framework of his eloquent poetic language.

The necessity of this type of research is noteworthy from three perspectives. First, this
research addresses the existing gap in studies related to ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah’s poetry, as
the literary and poetic dimension of his personality (especially in the context of integrat-
ing philosophy and literature) has received less attention. Second, this study constitutes a
step towards the development of interdisciplinary research. Third, by demonstrating the
extensive capacity of poetic language in conveying philosophical concepts, this research
enhances the credibility of Persian poetry as a mirror for expressing the most profound
philosophical concepts.

Method

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library resourc-
es, has examined the manifestation of the foundations of Transcendent Theosophy in the
ghazals of ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah Amuli, which total 142 poems.

Results

The findings of this research indicate that several foundational principles of Transcen-
dent Theosophy are beautifully reflected in ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah Amuli’s ghazals.
Among these principles are the unity of the reality of existence and the multiplicity of its
manifestations, the pervasion of love in existence, the pervasion of knowledge and life
in existence, the order and goodness of the system of existence, the unity of the knower
and the known, the relationship between the soul and the body, and the influence of moral
dispositions (Malakat) on the formation of imaginal forms.

Regarding the first principle, ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah maintains that Mulla Sadra, in his
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final view on existence and beings, ultimately resorts to mysticism and attains the prin-
ciple of the unity of the reality of existence and the multiplicity of its manifestations.
This profound monistic perspective, which emerges from the synthesis of philosophical
rationality with revealed doctrines and mystical intuition in Transcendent Theosophy, is
eloquently woven throughout ‘Allamah’s ghazals.

Closely related to this is the principle of the pervasion of love in existence. Mulla Sadra
establishes that love permeates all of existence, such that no being exists without a share
of divine love and affection embedded within its nature. ‘Allamah Hasan-zadah has mas-
terfully captured this theme in his poetry, giving lyrical expression to the idea that love is
not merely a human emotion but a cosmic reality.

From the pervasion of love follows the pervasion of knowledge and life in existence,
for love is meaningless without life and consciousness. As Mulla Sadra reminds us, the
universality of love points to the universality of life and knowledge. Consequently, all
beings are alive and knowing, engaged in praising and glorifying their true Beloved. This
teaching, too, finds beautiful expression in ‘Allamah’s ghazals.

Another principle reflected in his poetry is the order and goodness of the system of
existence. In Sadrian philosophy, the system of creation is the best possible system, char-
acterized by ultimate order and firmness, as it manifests the essential knowledge of the
All-High Truth. ‘Allamah refers to this cosmic order in his ghazals, celebrating the harmo-
ny and perfection of creation.

The principle of the union of the knower and the known also appears in his poems. Ac-
cording to this rule, as human knowledge increases, existence itself intensifies. The reality
of a human being is therefore nothing but their knowledge. Knowledge illuminates the
soul and unites with it, and together with action, constructs human identity. This profound
epistemological insight is poetically rendered in ‘Allamah’s verses.

The relationship between the soul and the body constitutes another principle reflected
in his ghazals. The human soul is an immaterial, simple reality possessing a divine shad-
ow-like unity (al-Wahdah al-Zilltyah al-Ilahiyah). Just as God does not possess numerical
unity but rather the real true unity (al-Wahdah al-Haqqah al-Haqiqiyah), under whose do-
minion all multiplicities of the world fall, the human soul is a shadow of this unity. Within
its own kingdom, no second or partner can be assumed for it; despite its immateriality
and simplicity, it encompasses all its limbs, organs, faculties, and multiplicities. Thus, the
soul is a single, extended reality that embraces its domain from the lowest to the highest
level, and the material body is not a reality separate from the soul but rather one of its
manifestations.

Finally, ‘Allamah’s ghazals reflect the principle of the influence of moral dispositions
(Malakat) on the formation of imaginal forms. Based on Sadrian principles, he points out
that while a human being possesses a material human form, their inner and otherworldly
form is shaped according to their moral dispositions. Through habits and dispositions,
one might assume the form of an animal—or even various animals—or, as Mulla Sadra
expresses, might ascend so high as to be counted among the angels. This eschatological
and ethical insight is given vivid poetic expression in ‘Allamah’s work.
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Conclusion

Through the analysis of these poems, the present study has illuminated a lesser-known
dimension of ‘Allamah’s personality. Furthermore, this research has revealed that the lan-
guage of poetry can be considered a firm bridge between the world of weighty philosoph-
ical concepts and the delicate world of literature. Especially since Transcendent Theoso-
phy is a rare synthesis of demonstrative rationalism, revealed knowledge, and mystical
unveiling, it can be claimed that when the “peak of content” of Transcendent Theosophy
is placed within the “peak of form” of poetry—which is considered the highest mode of
expression—an unparalleled result emerges: the creation of a work that is not only sub-
lime in content but has also reached perfection in terms of form, structure, and method
of conveying meaning. This connection leads to a more tangible expression of profound
philosophical concepts and emphasizes the vast capacity of poetic language as an endur-
ing and influential framework for re-reading and recreating the foundational concepts of
Transcendent Theosophy.
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Abstract

iven the importance of substantial motion (al-Harakah
G al-Jawhariyyah) and the essential transformation of the

soul in Mulla Sadrad’s philosophy, this research examines
the relationship between human voluntary actions and the sub-
stantial motion of the soul. The main objective of this article is to
investigate the role of human will and voluntary actions in direct-
ing the trajectory of the souls evolution. The research method is
explanatory-analytical. The findings indicate that the substantial
motion of humans encompasses both innate (Jibilly) and voluntary
(Irady) movements. Voluntary movement stems from practical in-
tellect (al-"aql al-‘amali) and constitutes the basis for the growth
of theoretical intellect (al- ‘aql al-Nazari) and the development of
the soul s essence. Furthermore, considering the inner and contin-
uous movement of the soul, the repetition of voluntary actions
leads, on the one hand, to the formation of soul s traits (Malakat
Nafsani), and on the other hand, determines the path and destina-
tion of the soul s essential motion, which lays the groundwork for
the progress or decline of the human existential substance. In fact,
according to substantial motion, the human soul is in perpetual
flux (Sayalan), and voluntary actions play a fundamental role in
consciously directing its movement. Therefore, a precise under-
standing of the role of will and voluntary actions in Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy can serve as a suitable guide for improving the quality
of human life and spirituality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to Mulla Sadra, the material world is perpetually in motion, and this move-
ment is inherent in the essence and substance of all beings, particularly humans. From
his perspective, humans, after traversing the natural stages of substantial motion—name-
ly, the mineral, plant, and animal stages—reach the stage of the potential intellect (‘aql
Haytlani). He explicitly states that every being possesses a necessary and innate move-
ment (al-Harakah al-Jibliyah wa al-Fitriyah). However, humans, in addition to this, pos-
sess voluntary movement (al-Harakah al-Iradiyah) which enables them to move towards
goodness and perfection. At this stage, humans can, relying on their will and free choice,
continue their path of growth and advancement towards ultimate perfection in a purpose-
ful manner. Thus, unlike other beings whose trajectory of movement is predetermined,
humans can shape their perfectionist path through their will; however, some individuals,
due to incorrect choices, may fail to attain true perfection.

Concerning the issue of the role of voluntary actions in the substantial motion of the soul
and its philosophical foundations, with emphasis on Mulla Sadra’s perspective, no inde-
pendent research had been conducted until the time of this writing. Therefore, questions
requiring correct and appropriate answers arise, which humans, driven by their curiosity
and inquisitiveness, seek to understand: What is the quality of the relationship between
voluntary and optional actions and the inherent and substantial movement of the soul?
Fundamentally, can human voluntary actions, thoughts, and behaviors alter the course of
their inherent and innate movement? How does this change occur? Furthermore, how can
the discussion of such philosophical topics positively influence human practical life and
improve the quality of life?

Method

The primary objective of this research is to examine the role of human will and vol-
untary actions in directing the trajectory of the soul’s perfection. The research method
is descriptive-analytical, and efforts have been made to first formulate the philosophical
foundations of the topic under discussion and then to explain and analyze them based on
Sadrian wisdom. For this purpose, the software collection of Mulla Sadra’s works was
utilized.

Findings

The findings indicate that action (Fi‘l) and deed (‘amal) are two distinct concepts. Ac-
tion refers to the effect emanating from a being, whether based on knowledge and inten-
tion or not, and whether originating from a human, animal, or inanimate object. However,
the term “deed” is applied only to those actions that originate from specific sources, arise
from knowledge, awareness, intention, and free choice, and are therefore accompanied by
praise, blame, and responsibility.
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The substantial motion of humans includes both innate (involuntary) and voluntary
movements. Voluntary movement stems from practical intellect and forms the basis for the
growth of theoretical intellect and the perfection of the soul’s essence. Furthermore, con-
sidering the inner and continuous movement of the soul, the repetition of voluntary actions
leads to the formation of character traits (al-Malakat al-Nafsaniyah), and simultaneously,
it determines the path and destination of the soul’s substantial motion—which lays the
groundwork for the progress or decline of the human existential essence. Therefore, deed
is one dimension of human existence and is addressed within the discussion of human will.

According to Mulla Sadra, will in animal actions is the same assured desire arising from
the faculty of desire (al-Quwwah al-Shawqiyyah), but in human actions, it is the decree
of practical intellect. In Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system, and considering the fluidity
of the human soul, the role of voluntary actions is decisive. Therefore, the repetition of
actions gives rise to character traits, and these character traits, in turn, give rise to new
actions. Considering his principles, it can be said that humans choose and determine the
direction of the soul’s substantial motion through their actions. Therefore, action is, in
fact, a sustainer and perpetuator of the soul’s substantial motion. It can be stated that the
role of voluntary actions in directing the substantial motion of the soul is fundamental and
constant, and the human soul is not a static and inert existence.

Conclusion

In Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system, the soul is constantly in motion. Every action
within a human being creates a form of existence and affects the substantial motion of
the soul; for the nature of every existent thing is to exert influence. Voluntary actions de-
termine the path and direction of the soul’s substantial motion. From his perspective, the
human soul is a mutable and evolving being that, without training, is constantly exposed
to decline and deficiency; because every action that emanates from the soul affects the
human being and alters the course of their substantial motion. Therefore, the relationship
between voluntary action and character traits is reciprocal: voluntary action is the cause
of the formation of character traits, and character traits, in turn, cause the repetition of
actions. Humans are the only beings who can take control of the direction of their soul's
substantial motion.
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