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Abstract

he human being is a free agent endowed with the capacity to ascend
I to the highest levels of perfection. Thinkers in philosophical anthro-
pology have advanced diverse views concerning the fundamental
needs and prerequisites of the perfection of the human soul. The pres-
ent study aims to articulate, from the perspectives of Mulla Sadra and Maslow,
the fundamental needs and prerequisites of the perfection of the human soul, and
to compare the views of these two thinkers. The research method is analytical and
comparative. According to the findings, in Maslow s view human needs are divid-
ed into two categories—deficiency needs, such as the need for food, and being
needs, such as truth-seeking—and a kind of longitudinal hierarchy obtains
among human needs. In Sadrian thought, by contrast, in order to attain true
perfection, the human being must, on the one hand, satisfy the needs of the lower
levels of the vegetative and animal soul, and on the other hand, given the princip-
iality of the spiritual dimension, the most fundamental needs pertain to the spiri-
tual dimension. In order to move along the most essential levels of transcen-
dence, the human being must recognise the fundamental needs of the human soul
and satisfy them. The prerequisites of human perfection at the level of the human
soul are divided into six categories: (1) attainment of divine sciences; (2) perfor-
mance of elevating deeds; (3) love and longing; (4) faith; (5) a guide for the
Journey; and (6) the assistance of God and the Active Intellect. Sadra’s emphasis
on moderation among the various human faculties, the dominance of the human
soul, the division of needs into those of the vegetative, animal, and human souls,
and the preference for human and metaphysical needs are among the most dis-
tinctive features of Sadrian thought, which set his thinking apart from that of
Maslow.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Abraham Maslow’s theory of needs is one of the influential theories in psychology
and has also found application in fields such as management and education. Howev-
er, this theory is based on specific anthropological foundations, and therefore, with-
out examining its foundations, one cannot apply the model of human needs in Islamic
systems. The problem of the present research is whether it is possible to reconstruct a
system for recognising and regulating human needs from Mulla Sadra’s anthropological
and psychological discussions, and what characteristics and differences this system has
compared to Maslow’s model. The importance of this issue lies in the fact that design-
ing educational and managerial models appropriate to Islamic anthropology requires
recognising human needs and their relationship with the human being’s existential goal.

The aim of the research is to identify the components of the human needs system in
Mulla Sadra’s thought, explain its characteristics, and compare it with Maslow’s sys-
tem of needs. The main question is: how can the human needs system be reconstructed
based on Mulla Sadra’s anthropology, and what strengths and limitations does it have
compared to Maslow’s system? In previous research, topics such as the comparison of
Maslow’s self-actualised human with the human in Transcendent Theosophy, the factors
of human perfection from the perspective of Transcendent Theosophy, the critique of the
philosophical foundations of humanistic psychology, and the theory of spiritual needs
in Islam have been examined; however, these studies have not directly addressed the
reconstruction of a Sadrian system of needs and its comparison with Maslow’s pyramid.
The innovation of the present research lies in the coherent analysis of Mulla Sadra’s
anthropological and psychological discussions, especially in al-Asfar, al-Mabda wa
al-ma‘ad, and Mafatih al-ghayb, in order to reconstruct the system of needs and examine
its capacity for issues in psychology, management, and education.

The audience of the research includes researchers of Islamic philosophy, psychology,
educational sciences, and management, as well as those interested in designing human
models within an Islamic framework. The documentary method and the descriptive,
analytical, and comparative approach are appropriate to the research goal, because they
allow first the theoretical structure of Maslow and then the anthropological foundations
of Mulla Sadra to be analysed, and finally the two systems to be compared with regard
to their theoretical context. The theoretical framework of the research is philosophical
anthropology and the comparative approach, in which the concepts of both views are
examined in relation to their general foundations.

Method

The research was conducted using a documentary method and employing description,
analysis, comparison, and inference. The primary sources include Mulla Sadra’s works
in the field of anthropology and psychology, especially al-Asfar, al-Mabda wa al-ma‘ad,
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and Mafatih al-ghayb, and works related to Maslow’s theory of needs. First, fundamen-
tal needs, the hierarchy of needs, and the distinction between deficiency and being needs
in Maslow’s view were examined. Then, Mulla Sadra’s foundations regarding the soul,
its levels, and the vegetative, animal, and human faculties were analysed. In the next
stage, human needs were examined based on the levels of the soul and the prerequisites
for perfection, and finally, the two views were compared. The criterion for comparison
was not the superficial similarity of concepts; rather, the anthropological foundations,
the human goal, the structure of needs, and the relationship between material and meta-
physical needs in both views were considered.

Findings

In Maslow’s theory, physiological needs, safety, love and belonging, esteem, and
self-actualisation are among the main needs. Alongside this hierarchy, Maslow also pro-
poses the need to know and understand, and aesthetic needs. Deficiency needs decrease
when fulfilled, but growth needs and being values such as truth-seeking, aestheticism,
and self-actualisation do not stop when satisfied. Moreover, Maslow’s hierarchy is not
absolute and completely fixed, and the emergence of higher needs is not necessarily
dependent on the complete fulfilment of lower needs.

In Mulla Sadra’s thought, the human soul has a unified identity with multiple levels
and encompasses the vegetative, animal, and human levels within itself. The substantial
motion (al-harakat al-jawhartyyah) of the soul explains the possibility of transition from
material and vegetative life to animal life and then human life. In this structure, higher
levels use lower faculties, and human perfection depends on the dominance of the hu-
man and rational level over the various faculties. Therefore, bodily and animal needs are
not negated, but must be fulfilled in moderation and under the management of reason.

Based on the analysis of Mulla Sadra’s works, six matters are of fundamental im-
portance in the path of human perfection: attainment of knowledge, especially divine
knowledge; performance of righteous and elevating deeds; love and longing; faith; the
existence of a guide and companion on the path; and the assistance of God and meta-
physical factors such as the Active Intellect (al-‘aql al-fa“‘al). From this perspective,
metaphysical needs are at the centre of human movement toward perfection and are not
limited to a fixed amount. Therefore, the Sadrian system cannot be considered a linear
hierarchy in which every lower need must be completely fulfilled for a higher need to
emerge.

The comparison of the two views shows that Maslow has greater capacity in attending
to the ordinary human being, individual and social differences, and the psychologi-
cal applicability of the theory. In contrast, Mulla Sadra offers a deeper framework in
explaining the human existential goal, the levels of the soul, the role of reason, and
the place of knowledge, action, faith, and metaphysical factors. At the same time, the
Sadrian framework has less detail regarding social and cultural differences and the psy-
chological and social needs of ordinary humans, and requires completion for empirical
application in the human sciences.
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Conclusion

The research shows that the system of needs reconstructable from Mulla Sadra’s
thought is not equivalent to Maslow’s pyramid, but is a multidimensional and goal-ori-
ented model. In this model, material and animal needs are necessary for human life, but
final authenticity belongs to needs related to the actualisation of the human soul and its
perfection. The fulfilment of material needs must be done with moderation and under
the dominance of reason, and spiritual needs such as knowledge and faith have no fixed
ceiling. Therefore, the Sadrian analysis is not compatible with a simple and linear con-
ception of the hierarchy of needs.

Theoretically, this model can be a basis for rethinking theories of needs and for dia-
logue between Islamic anthropology and modern psychology. Practically, it can be used
in designing educational and managerial systems; however, for this purpose, it must be
completed with psychological findings and social and cultural studies. In conclusion,
the research’s answer to its main question is that, in Mulla Sadra’s view, the human
being is a creature with various levels whose material, animal, and human needs are
placed in a single structure, and the regulation of these needs must be directed toward
the rational and divine perfection of the human being.
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W and the foundations of Islamic philosophy — the human being is
Article type: held to possess an immaterial soul (nafs mujarrad) endowed with

intrinsic dignity, genuine free will, moral responsibility, and the
capacity for otherworldly reward and punishment. By contrast, the physicalist
A approach — rooted in earlier materialist traditions and intensified within the
context of secular anthropology and contemporary cognitive science — re-
gards the human being as merely a material and biological complex whose
behaviours are exhaustively explicable at the physical level. Consequently,
concepts such as free will, absolute value, and moral justice are deemed to lack
any real foundation. The central problematic of this research is how the diver-
gence between these two views generates different and at times conflicting
ethical theories, and how it leaves decisive consequences in the individual and
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Philosophical anthropology and the explication of human nature constitute the foun-
dation upon which moral systems are erected. The central issue of this research is the
contemporary challenge between divine anthropology — grounded in the immateriality
of the soul (tajarrud al-nafs) — and materialist anthropology (physicalism), together
with an examination of the consequences of this conflict for the objectivity of moral
propositions, moral responsibility, human dignity, and the purposiveness of action. The
principal objective is to provide a systematic and analytical account of the connection
between the immaterial dimension of the human being and the structure of morality, so
as to offer a firm basis for re-reading Islamic ethics in confronting contemporary crises.

The research hypothesis is that the immateriality of the soul guarantees fundamental
moral values. In the literature review, Shiilangtt (2016) criticised materialism from an
interpretive perspective, and Muhammad Qutb (1971), ShanazrT and Khalili (2014), and
Misbah Yazdi (2011) examined the conflict between material and divine conceptions
and their educational dimensions. Previous studies have largely taken a general and
descriptive approach. The existing scholarly gap lies in the absence of a deep compara-
tive analysis of the moral consequences arising from adopting the doctrine of the soul’s
immateriality versus physicalism.

This study is of vital importance for researchers in moral philosophy and designers
of educational systems. Its theoretical framework is an integrative approach grounded
in Islamic philosophy, anthropology, and ethics. A comparative-analytical method, with
a critical evaluation of physicalism, is fully suitable and effective for examining and
demonstrating the structural and semantic differences in ethics based on differing views
of human reality.

Method

This study is a basic qualitative research project conducted using a descriptive-ana-
lytical method and a comparative-critical approach. The analytical corpus includes texts
of Islamic philosophy and influential contemporary physicalist writings. Data were ob-
tained through library research and the review of approximately sixty sources (books
and articles), including works by thinkers such as Mulla Sadra, ‘Allamah Tabataba’i,
and Misbah Yazdi, in contrast with the views of Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and Rich-
ard Dawkins.

Secondary data were extracted through targeted note-taking. The analytical variables
included concepts such as “real freedom of choice,” “moral responsibility,” and “innate
dignity,” which were examined under two models: immaterialist and materialist. The
research was carried out in four stages: (1) extracting the foundations of divine anthro-
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pology (soul immateriality); (2) analysing physicalist anthropology; (3) comparing the
impact of these two approaches on the formation of moral theories; and (4) critically
evaluating the implications of physicalism for the moral system.

Source selection was based on purposive sampling and the criterion of direct rele-
vance to the opposition between soul immateriality and contemporary cognitive sci-
ence. In ethical considerations, the principles of fidelity, neutrality in reporting scholars’
views, and precise academic citation were fully observed.

Findings

Data analysis was conducted in five fundamental categories: moral values, respon-
sibility, teleology, innate dignity, and sincerity of intention. The findings show that the
basis of soul immateriality in the works of Islamic philosophers secures absolute values
and real free will; however, physicalism reduces these categories to biological and neu-
robiological determinism. All opposing views were reported with accuracy and fidel-
ity. Sam Harris’s arguments — based on Benjamin Libet’s neuroscience experiments
suggesting that free will is an illusion — and Richard Dawkins’s genetic-evolutionary
explanations were included in the findings without bias.

The logical slide of physicalism toward moral relativism was clarified. The analy-
sis showed how reducing the human being to matter lowers the goal of morality from
spiritual perfection to mere biological adaptation, thereby undermining the foundation
of moral responsibility. The validity of the findings was confirmed by identifying in-
ternal inconsistencies in the rival theoretical system, including the contradictions in the
approaches of Daniel Dennett and Harris, who deny free will on the one hand yet issue
normative judgments on the other. To facilitate verification, a comparative table of eth-
ical indicators was presented in the original study.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the doctrine of the soul’s immateriality is not merely
a metaphysical postulate but a necessary prerequisite for the coherence of any moral
system. In the absence of an immaterial locus of agency, concepts such as obligation,
responsibility, and intrinsic dignity forfeit their ontological grounding. The comparative
analysis reveals that physicalism, notwithstanding its claim to scientific neutrality, can-
not account for the normativity it presupposes in its own moral critiques. The internal
contradiction identified within the physicalist camp — the denial of free will coupled
with the issuance of normative judgments — suggests that even its proponents tacitly
rely upon a conception of agency that their ontology cannot sustain. This study thus con-
firms that the debate over human nature is not merely theoretical but carries profound
practical implications for ethics, education, and law.

Conclusion

Explaining human nature is not merely an abstract philosophical issue; it is a neces-
sary prerequisite for building any moral system. The findings of this study are directly
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linked to major crises of the contemporary world, including moral relativism, the crisis
of meaning, and challenges related to human rights and human dignity in modern ci-
vilisation. The main hypothesis was strongly confirmed: the immateriality of the soul
is the only logical guarantee for preserving fundamental moral values. Conversely, the
capacity of physicalism to establish objective morality was rejected, because it reduces
values to biological determinism and leads to nihilism.

Theoretically, this research demonstrates the internal coherence of divine anthro-
pology in explaining moral realism. Practically, its results provide a firm basis for re-
constructing moral systems, designing moral education models, and formulating laws
grounded in human intrinsic dignity. These foundations also raise new questions for
future research: How can an educational and legal system based on soul immateriality
be implemented within the structures of modern societies, which are often dominated by
physicalist paradigms? The answer is that rescuing ethics from relativism, conventional-
ism, and naturalism depends exclusively on returning to a metaphysical understanding
and accepting the immaterial dimension of the human being. Without belief in the im-
materiality of the soul and divine teleology, concepts such as justice, responsibility, and
dignity will lack any objective and real obligation.
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Abstract

he meaning of life is one of the most fundamental philosoph-

T ical and psychological questions, referring to the purpose,
value, and function of human life, and it plays a central role

in an individual’s spiritual and psychological development.
This study examines the foundations and components of the meaning of
life in the thought of Viktor Frankl in light of the philosophy of Mulla
Sadra. Subsequently, these foundations are subjected to critical analysis
within the framework of Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikmah al-mu-
ta ‘aliyah) through a comparative research method. The findings indi-
cate that there are fundamental differences between the two intellectual
systems regarding the nature of life’s purpose, philosophical founda-
tions, criteria of value, and the function of life. Mulla Sadra, emphasis-
ing the primacy of existence (asalah al-wujiid), substantial motion
(al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and the hierarchy of being (tashkik al-wu-
jud), regards the purpose of life as intrinsic and teleological, and sees its
value and function in the immaterialisation of the soul (tajarrud al-nafs)
and its movement toward proximity to the Divine. In contrast, Frankl
considers the purpose of life to be dependent on individual choice and
responsibility, and locates its value and function in the realisation of
meaning, resilience, and the individual’s spiritual growth. This study
shows that, from a philosophical and ontological perspective, Mulla
Sadra’s view is more comprehensive and capable of providing a deeper
analysis of the meaning of life, whereas Frankl s theory is more psycho-
logical and practical, emphasising the therapeutic function and human
resilience. The findings suggest that the study of the meaning of life
cannot be confined to a purely psychological approach; rather, pro-
found philosophical and ontological analyses—such as those found in
Transcendent Philosophy—offer a more complete framework for under-

standing the dimensions of purpose, value, and function in human life.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question of the meaning of life has been one of the most fundamental human
concerns throughout the history of thought and occupies a central position in philos-
ophy, theology, and psychology. In the modern era, with the weakening of teleology,
the diminishing role of God, and the emphasis on human self-foundation, the crisis of
meaninglessness and nihilism intensified. In response to this condition, various thinkers
have attempted to provide frameworks for understanding meaning.

Among them, Viktor Frankl, by proposing the concept of the will to meaning and
founding logotherapy, regarded the search for meaning as the most fundamental human
need and demonstrated that even in suffering, human beings can discover meaning in
life. Despite the psychological effectiveness of this theory, since Frankl theorised within
the intellectual context of the modern West, the question arises whether his view can
provide a coherent framework for a Muslim understanding of the human condition.

In contrast, within Islamic philosophy, Mulla Sadra, through the establishment of
Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah), interprets the meaning of life in
relation to ontological foundations such as the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujid),
gradation of being (tashkik al-wujud), and divine teleology, and considers the realisation
of true meaning to lie in substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah) and the perfec-
tion of the soul. Since the concept of the “meaning of life” is not explicitly formulated
in his works, it becomes necessary to analyse Frankl’s theory on the basis of Sadrian
principles.

Accordingly, the main research question is: How can Frankl’s view of the meaning
of life be analysed and evaluated in comparison with Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Phi-
losophy?

Method

This study employs a critical comparative conceptual analysis to examine and evalu-
ate the foundations of the meaning of life in Viktor Frankl’s thought within the frame-
work of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy. The comparative method is applied
in order to bring the two intellectual systems into dialogue, and the critical dimension
serves to assess the philosophical and ontological adequacy of each framework.

Findings

In comparing the thought of Viktor Frankl and Mulla Sadra regarding the meaning of
life, it must be noted that the two systems emerged in different historical contexts and
with distinct aims. Frankl, in the post-World-War Western context marked by nihilism,
sought to provide a practical and therapeutic response to the crisis of meaning. His
thought reacts against hedonistic and nihilistic views and locates the meaning of life in
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the human capacity to discover meaning in suffering, choice, and responsibility. Thus,
for Frankl, meaning is less related to an ultimate metaphysical end and more to thera-
peutic function and the enhancement of resilience, and the human relation to Absolute
Truth occupies no central position in his system.

By contrast, Transcendent Philosophy adopts an ontological approach and provides
a framework for the human journey toward divine proximity and ultimate perfection.
Human beings are dynamic entities who, through substantial motion and transcendence
of material limitations, can attain higher levels of existence. Within this system, the
meaning of life is intrinsic and connected to the final end, interpreted in terms of the re-
alisation of perfection and connection with Absolute Reality. Human movement toward
perfection is accompanied by will and freedom, and is not confined merely to psycho-
logical choices. Although such teleology might be interpreted as determinism, in this
view the human soul actualises levels of perfection through knowledge, purification,
and active striving, thereby preserving freedom and responsibility.

Consequently, Frankl’s perspective, despite its therapeutic value in confronting nihil-
ism, remains ontologically limited, whereas Transcendent Philosophy, by explaining the
existential end of human beings and their movement toward perfection, offers a more
comprehensive framework for understanding the meaning of life and, from this stand-
point, holds superiority over Frankl’s approach.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the divergence between Frankl and Mulla Sadra is not
merely a matter of psychological versus philosophical vocabulary but reflects two fun-
damentally different accounts of the human being. Frankl’s logotherapy, by grounding
meaning in individual choice and responsibility, offers a practical response to the crisis
of meaning, yet it remains confined to the psychological and therapeutic sphere and
does not provide an ontological foundation for the meaning it seeks. Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Philosophy, by contrast, situates meaning within an ontological frame-
work in which the human soul, through substantial motion, is oriented toward divine
proximity and ultimate perfection. This framework accounts for both the existential
dynamism of the human being and the teleological orientation of life, thereby offering
a more comprehensive basis for understanding purpose, value, and function. The com-
parative analysis thus confirms that the study of the meaning of life cannot be reduced
to a psychological approach; a deeper philosophical and ontological analysis, such as
that offered by Transcendent Philosophy, provides a fuller framework for grasping the
dimensions of human life.

Conclusion

The results of the study indicate that the fundamental difference between Mulla
Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy and Frankl’s logotherapy lies in their foundations,
goals, and functions of life. Mulla Sadra emphasises the primacy of existence, substan-
tial motion, and the hierarchy of being; for him, the purpose of life is intrinsic, teleolog-
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ical, and connected to proximity to the Divine. Frankl, however, considers the purpose
of life dependent on individual choice and the realisation of meaning through human
experiences and responsibility.

The function of life in Transcendent Philosophy is the elevation of existence and the
journey toward a pure and fulfilled life (al-hayat al-tayyibah), whereas Frankl defines
it in terms of resilience, spiritual growth, and the realisation of personal responsibility.
The value of life in Sadrian philosophy is measured by closeness to existential perfec-
tion and the immaterialisation of the soul (tajrid al-nafs), while Frankl relates it to the
intensity of personal meaning and human responsibility.

Moreover, Transcendent Philosophy, while providing philosophical analysis, also en-
compasses the psychological and meaning-giving dimensions of life, whereas Frankl’s
theory is primarily psychological and practical. Therefore, from a philosophical and
ontological standpoint, Mulla Sadra’s view is more comprehensive and grounded in
Absolute Truth, offering a fuller framework for analysing the meaning of human life,
while Frankl’s approach remains largely limited to psychological function and individ-
ual resilience.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of the Creative City, emphasising that all forms of interaction between citi-
zens and organisations should be entirely reciprocal and focused on solving urban problems
and improving quality of life, is rooted in Western philosophical foundations and world-
views. This concept is also characterised by features such as creating an attractive place
for work and living, providing an appealing destination for tourists, fostering the growth of
various economic sectors through the application and effective management of technology,
and serving as a hub for emerging enterprises, clusters, and research centres, particularly
in the field of advanced technologies. Furthermore, considering the global nature of urban
development and the prevailing notion that cities must adopt new development approaches
to meet the rapidly changing demands of contemporary society, the concept of the Creative
City has gained increasing significance worldwide.

Therefore, in order to facilitate the implementation of this idea within Iranian-Islamic cit-
ies and to prevent fundamental inconsistencies with the beliefs and values of the Islamic sys-
tem, it is necessary to localise and adapt such concepts. To this end, the present study draws
upon ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I ‘tibariyyat (conventional perceptions). By establish-
ing a connection between the Creative City concept, pragmatist approaches, and ‘Allamah
Tabataba 1’s philosophical thought, the study seeks to develop a model of the Creative City
that is compatible with the Iranian-Islamic urban context. For this purpose, a review of pre-
vious studies concerning various approaches has been conducted. Regarding the Creative
City, notable international examples—particularly the valuable works of Jane Jacobs—have
been examined. Through this review, recent urban development policies emphasising the
creation of creative cities, the extent to which creative cities are universal or exclusive, the
pathways through which cities around the world move toward creativity and inclusiveness,
urban regeneration through cultural creativity and social participation, and related issues
have been investigated.

On the other hand, research concerning ‘Allamah Tabataba'tT’s theory of conventional
perceptions has been undertaken with the aim of assessing the feasibility of localising the
Creative City theory and ensuring its philosophical compatibility with the Islamic princi-
ples governing society. This is because conventional perceptions play a fundamental role in
shaping cities based on Islamic culture. Overall, previous studies have adopted a positive and
optimistic view of the Creative City theory, concluding that strengthening the components of
a creative city can contribute to the growth of the creative class and enhance citizens’ quality
of life. However, unlike these studies, the present research seeks to reinterpret the concept of
the Creative City within the context of the Islamic city and to localise it in accordance with
‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I‘tibariyyat. As one of the most significant components of
‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s philosophical thought, this theory represents an effective step toward
the localisation of concepts. It fills the theoretical gap that has emerged between Islamic phi-
losophy and the applied discipline of urban planning. Accordingly, the theoretical approach
adopted in this research is that of critical interpretation.

lo%



|||||||||||||||||||||| A §ylads VFe0) liasls 5 s Y1 850 i‘?ﬁdwﬂ’

loV

Method

The present study adopts a qualitative and analytical research design based on theory
development. In this fundamental-developmental research, data were collected through a
comprehensive review of library resources, including specialised books, scientific articles,
theses, and other credible sources relevant to the research topic. The analytical framework
of this study involves an introduction to the philosophies of Pragmatism and Neo-Pragma-
tism, with the aim of establishing a relationship between the practicality and usefulness of
outcomes emphasised in Pragmatist philosophy and the concept of the Creative City. This is
because a theory such as the Creative City theory can be considered effective and successful
only when it produces desirable outcomes in practice. The process of source selection was
based on several criteria, including direct relevance to the research topic, scientific credibil-
ity, currency of information, and citation value. Inclusion criteria comprised thematic rele-
vance to the research objectives, publication in reputable academic sources, the use of appro-
priate methodological approaches, and accessibility of the full text. To enhance the validity
of the research, priority was given to more recent sources and to those that held a recognised
scholarly position within the field of study. Exclusion criteria included insufficient relevance
to the research topic, duplication of information, lack of scientific credibility, inaccessibility
of the full text, and outdated information in cases where more recent and reliable sources
were available. Following the initial screening process, the selected sources were examined
in detail, and information relevant to the research objectives was extracted and analysed.

Findings

The indicators identified in this study include contextualism, a unified model, instrumen-
talism, purposefulness and effectiveness, interaction and participation, tolerance and social
freedom, epistemological foundations, and intellectual nature. These indicators were exam-
ined and compared across three approaches: the Creative City, Pragmatism and Neo-Prag-
matism, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I'tibariyyat (conventional perceptions). This
comparative analysis was conducted to determine the degree of compatibility or incom-
patibility of each component with the Western philosophies of Pragmatism and Neo-Prag-
matism on the one hand, and with the Islamic theory of I‘tibariyyat proposed by ‘Allamah
Tabataba’'1 on the other. Overall, based on the theoretical foundations and analyses conduct-
ed in the relevant fields, the findings revealed that among the eight influential components
of the Creative City model intended for implementation in the Iranian-Islamic city, only
one component demonstrates complete compatibility. Four of the principal and fundamental
components were found to be incompatible, while three components exhibit partial com-
patibility. In other words, although these three components are compatible at the conceptual
level, they are not aligned in terms of practical implementation. This finding indicates the
limitations of applying the Creative City theory, in its original Western formulation, within
the Iranian-Islamic cultural context. Accordingly, while the implementation of the Creative
City model has achieved considerable success in Western countries, its application in Iran is
likely to face challenges due to the presence of Iranian-Islamic approaches and because cer-
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tain intellectual and philosophical foundations of the Creative City concept are inconsistent
with Islamic and religious principles. Therefore, the localisation of this theory through its
modification and adaptation in accordance with Islamic thought can contribute to making the
Creative City model more compatible with the cultural values and social context of Iranian
citizens.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the Creative City theory, in its original Western formulation,
is not fully compatible with the philosophical and cultural foundations of the Iranian-Islamic
context. The comparative analysis reveals that the divergences are not merely superficial
but are rooted in differing ontological, anthropological, and epistemological commitments.
While the Creative City theory, drawing on pragmatist and neo-pragmatist philosophies, pri-
oritises practical outcomes, instrumental reason, and social tolerance, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s
theory of I ‘tibariyyat grounds human action and social organisation in a metaphysical frame-
work that situates credit perceptions within the broader structure of reality and human nature.
This framework provides a more comprehensive basis for evaluating urban policies, as it
accounts for both the material and spiritual dimensions of human existence. The partial com-
patibility observed in certain components suggests that localisation is possible, but it requires
a critical re-examination of the philosophical assumptions underlying the Creative City the-
ory. The study thus highlights the necessity of interdisciplinary dialogue between Islamic
philosophy and urban planning, and it offers a theoretical foundation for developing an “Ira-
nian-Islamic Creative City” model that is both culturally grounded and practically effective.

Conclusion

The contemporary city is a dynamic and complex phenomenon influenced by social, cul-
tural, economic, and political factors. Therefore, uniform approaches to urban problems can-
not adequately address the contextual differences among societies. In this regard, Creative
City theory can be effective when it is redefined according to the conditions, needs, values,
and cultural characteristics of each society. Its relationship with pragmatism and neo-prag-
matism stems from their shared emphasis on action, experience, practical outcomes, social
interaction, and context. Given the predominantly Western origins of Creative City theory,
its direct application in the Iranian-Islamic context may present challenges. Thus, the main
concern of this research is not to accept or reject the theory, but to examine the possibility of
reinterpreting and indigenising it based on the intellectual and value foundations of Iranian
society. In this regard, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory of I ‘tibariyyat is used as a framework
for connecting Creative City theory with pragmatism and neo-pragmatism. The findings
indicate a relative compatibility between some components of the Creative City and Islamic
thought. However, concepts such as social freedom and tolerance, as well as the use of tech-
nology, resilience, talent, and capabilities, require reinterpretation in accordance with Islamic
principles. Scientifically, these findings can contribute to interdisciplinary and comparative
studies and provide a basis for future empirical research. Practically, they can support the
indigenisation of policies and the redefinition of Creative City components in Iranian urban
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planning. Ultimately, the study highlights the possibility of developing an “Iranian-Islamic
Creative City” and emphasises the need to translate this theoretical framework into measur-
able indicators and an applicable model for Iranian cities.
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Abstract
nthropology occupies a foundational role in Nietzsche s thought
A and shapes the basis of many of his ethical views. By denying
divine authority and rejecting any fixed essence for the human
being, he regards the human as a creature who must himself be-
come the creator of meaning and the values of his own life. From this per-
spective, fitrah or innate dispositions have no meaning in the human being,
and he is defined by the will to power. This article, adopting an analyti-
cal-critical approach, first explicates the principal components of Ni-
etzsche s anthropology and then examines them in light of the theory of
fitrah in Islamic theology. Subsequently, the theory of fitrah is introduced as
one of the pillars of Islamic anthropology, and its role in explaining human
identity, dispositions, and ultimate end is considered. The findings of the re-
search indicate that Nietzsche s anthropology, due to its neglect of the innate
and divine dimension of the human being, faces challenges in explaining the
meaning of life and human dignity, whereas the theory of fitrah, by accepting
human dynamism while simultaneously affirming the directedness of human
existence, offers a more coherent and meaningful picture of the human be-
ing.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines the anthropological foundations of Friedrich Nietzsche’s thought
and offers a critical evaluation of them from the perspective of the theory of fitrah
(primordial human nature) in Islamic theology, with particular emphasis on the philo-
sophical interpretation of ‘Allamah Tabataba’1. The central research question is wheth-
er Nietzsche’s conception of human self-grounded can provide a stable foundation for
meaning, morality, and human dignity, or whether human existence ultimately requires
a ground beyond individual will and power—one that may be articulated through the
doctrine of fitrah.

Nietzsche’s philosophical anthropology represents one of the most influential currents
in modern thought. Through his critique of traditional morality, his proclamation of the
“death of God,” and his emphasis on the will to power, Nietzsche rejects transcendent
sources of authority and fixed metaphysical foundations. Human beings, in his view,
must become creators of values rather than recipients of externally imposed norms.
Contemporary scholarship has widely explored the ethical, epistemological, and psy-
chological implications of this position.

In contrast, Islamic theology—especially in Tabataba'1’s philosophical exegesis—
presents a conception of the human being grounded in fitrah: an innate, divinely rooted
disposition oriented toward truth, goodness, and transcendence. Within this framework,
the human being possesses both a stable ontological structure and the freedom for moral
and spiritual development. Classical Islamic philosophy and theology portray the hu-
man being as teleologically ordered toward ultimate truth.

The primary hypothesis of this research is that Nietzsche’s anthropology, despite its
powerful critical force, encounters theoretical limitations in grounding meaning, value,
and identity. By denying a stable human essence and rejecting supra-individual norma-
tive criteria, it weakens the possibility of a coherent ethical and epistemological system.
Conversely, the theory of fitrah provides a framework in which the human being enjoys
both structural stability and the capacity for growth and transformation.

Although Nietzsche’s philosophy and Islamic theological anthropology have each
been studied extensively, comparative analyses between Nietzsche’s anthropology and
Islamic theological foundations remain limited. This study seeks to address this gap by
offering a systematic comparative examination of the convergences and divergences
between these two anthropological paradigms.

Theoretically, this research contributes to discussions in moral philosophy, philoso-
phy of religion, and theological anthropology. Practically, it may inform contemporary
debates in ethics and religious education. The analytical-critical method adopted here
is particularly suited to examining conceptual structures and evaluating philosophical
coherence.
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Method

This research employs a qualitative, analytical-critical methodology grounded in li-
brary-based study. The design is a theoretical-conceptual analysis comparing fundamen-
tal concepts—such as human nature, truth, will, teleology, and moral value—within two
distinct intellectual traditions.

The primary sources include Nietzsche’s major works (Thus Spoke Zarathustra,
Beyond Good and Evil, On the Genealogy of Morality, and The Will to Power) as
well as foundational texts in Islamic philosophy and theology, particularly ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1’s writings on fitrah, anthropology, and Qur’anic exegesis. Secondary schol-
arly literature was selected according to academic credibility, relevance, and fidelity to
original sources.

The analytical framework focuses on the following axes: the concept of the human
being and human nature; the status of truth and value; the role of will and power; the
relationship between human existence and meaning; and the possibility of morality and
dignity.

The procedure involved:

1. extracting Nietzsche’s anthropological principles;

2. analysing the foundations of fitrah in Islamic theology;

3. conducting a structured conceptual comparison;

4. critically evaluating Nietzsche’s position in light of fitrah;
5. drawing systematic conclusions.

As this study relies exclusively on published philosophical texts, no empirical data or
human subjects were involved, and thus no special ethical approval was required.

Findings

The findings indicate that Nietzsche’s anthropology is grounded in the denial of fixed
human essence, the rejection of transcendent authority, and the centrality of the will to
power. Human beings are understood not as entities possessing a stable metaphysical
core, but as dynamic constellations of forces. Meaning arises not from conformity to a
transcendent order but from the creative act of value formation.

Nietzsche’s critique of Christian and traditional moral systems calls for the revalua-
tion of values and the creation of new normative frameworks. However, comparative
analysis reveals a central theoretical difficulty: the absence of shared criteria for eval-
uating competing wills. Without supra-individual standards, adjudicating conflicts be-
tween divergent value-creating agents becomes problematic. This tension points toward
a potential slide into value relativism.

By contrast, the theory of fitrah posits that the human being is endowed with an intrin-
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tion presents fitrah not merely as an emotional or moral tendency but as an ontological
and epistemological structure embedded within human existence. It provides a stable
yet dynamic framework: stable in its essential orientation, dynamic in its openness to
development and moral choice.

The comparative findings suggest that while Nietzsche successfully liberates human
thought from rigid dogmatism and exposes the historical contingency of moral sys-
tems, his framework struggles to ground enduring moral norms or human dignity. In Ni-
etzsche’s thought, dignity lacks a metaphysical foundation; within fitrah, dignity arises
from the intrinsic structure of human nature and its relation to transcendent truth.

Additional findings include the following. Nietzsche’s anthropology affirms dyna-
mism but denies teleology, whereas fitrah integrates both dynamism and purposiveness.
The will to power, without normative grounding, risks internal inconsistency when in-
voked to justify moral evaluation. The concept of dignity in Islamic anthropology is
structurally grounded rather than existentially constructed. Overall, the theory of fitrah
demonstrates greater internal coherence in accounting for identity, morality, and tran-
scendence.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the problem of human dignity and moral meaning cannot
be fully resolved on the basis of individual will alone. Nietzsche’s anthropology, though
profoundly critical and emancipatory, lacks a stable criterion for grounding shared mor-
al values and human identity. The theory of fitrah in Islamic theology offers a more
coherent alternative by affirming both human freedom and a transcendent orientation
that anchors value and meaning.

The results contribute to comparative philosophical anthropology and open new av-
enues for dialogue between modern existential thought and Islamic theology. Future
research may explore whether certain emancipatory elements in Nietzsche’s critique can
be constructively integrated within a theologically grounded anthropology.
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Abstract

he relationship between the soul and the body is one of the most
fundamental issues in philosophical anthropology. Mulla
Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy, grounding reality in the
principiality of existence (asalat al-wujiid) as a unitary, graded, and fuzzy
reality, offers a novel approach to this problem. In this view, the human
being is a fluid, fuzzy reality in which the soul and the body constitute two
levels of a single existence. The present study, employing a descriptive-an-
alytical method and drawing on Mulla Sadra's principal works, examines
the consequences of this fuzzy anthropology for the relationship between
theoretical and practical reason. The findings indicate that the foundation
of Sadrian philosophy rests on the principiality of existence as a graded
and fuzzy reality. The human being is a unitary, graded reality called
“soul” from one aspect and “body” from another; the soul is the product
of the body's substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and their
relation is one of union and ultimately unity. On the basis of the rule “the
soul in its unity is all powers” (al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa) and the
fuzzy view of the human being, any absolute demarcation among the soul s
faculties is eliminated. The conventional distinction between theoretical
reason (the faculty of cognition) and practical reason (the faculty of moti-
vation) is transformed. they are two dimensions of a single reality called
“reason,” just as soul and body are two levels of a single reality. Contem-
plation is the higher level of action, and action is the lower level of con-
templation. The goal of both is one: existential perfection and nearness to
God. The study concludes that Mulla Sadra s fuzzy anthropology, by mov-
ing beyond Aristotelian binary logic, leads to the ontological unity of soul
and body and, consequently, to the essential unity of theoretical and prac-
tical reason.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between the soul and the body is one of the most fundamental issues
in philosophical anthropology. Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy, grounding re-
ality in the principiality of existence (asalat al-wujud) as a unitary, graded, and fuzzy
reality, offers a novel approach to this problem. In this view, the human being is a fluid,
fuzzy reality in which the soul and the body are two levels of a single existence. Despite
previous research on Sadrian anthropology and several attempts to provide a fuzzy read-
ing of his philosophy, no study has directly examined the consequences of this fuzzy
view for the relationship between theoretical and practical reason. The main question
of this research is: if we accept the human being as a unitary, fuzzy, and graded reality,
can we still draw a sharp, dualistic boundary between theoretical and practical reason?
The hypothesis is that Mulla Sadra’s fuzzy anthropology leads to the dissolution of the
ontological distinction between the soul and the body and, consequently, to the essential
and hierarchical unity of theoretical and practical reason. The aim of this research is to
analyse the effect of Mulla Sadra’s graded and fuzzy view of human reality on his final
conception of theoretical and practical reason.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method grounded in a close reading
of Mulla Sadra’s principal works, including al-Asfar al-arba‘ah, Mafatih al-ghayb,
al-Shawahid al-rubiibiyyah, and Sharh usil al-Kafi. The term “fuzzy” is not employed
here in its strict mathematical-logical sense; rather, it functions as a conceptual model
articulated through three principles: the rejection of absolute dichotomies, the accep-
tance of continuity and spectrum, and the description of phenomena by degrees. Ac-
cordingly, the anthropological foundations of Sadrian philosophy are analysed at two
levels: general principles—the principiality of existence (asalat al-wujiid), the gradation
of existence (tashkik al-wujiid), and substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah)—
and specific principles—the rule that “the soul in its unity is all powers” (al-nafs fi
wahdatiha kull al-quwa) and the corporeal origination of the soul (al-hudiith al-jismani).

Findings

The findings show that the foundation of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy is based on the
principiality of existence as a graded and fuzzy reality. From this perspective, the hu-
man being is a unitary, graded, fuzzy reality that is called “soul” from one aspect and
“body” from another. The soul is the product of the body’s substantial motion, and the
relationship between the two is not dualistic but one of union (ittihad) and ultimately
unity (wahdah); the body is the lower, corporeal level of the soul, and the soul is the
higher, spiritual level of the body.
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Based on the rule that “the soul in its unity is all powers” and by relying on the fuzzy
view of the human being, any absolute demarcation among the soul’s faculties is elimi-
nated. The conventional distinction between theoretical reason (the faculty of cognition)
and practical reason (the faculty of motivation) is transformed in Sadrian thought. These
two are not two separate faculties, but rather two dimensions or two levels of a single
reality called “reason” (‘aql)}—just as the soul and the body are two levels of a single
reality. Contemplation (nazar) is considered the higher level of action, and action is the
lower level of contemplation. Theoretical reason is concerned with the perception of
universals and the truths of existence, while practical reason is the same rational reality
at a lower level, manifested in the realm of bodily motivation and the particulars of ac-
tion. The goal of both is one: attaining existential perfection and nearness to God.

For Mulla Sadra, reason has a unitary identity: it both perceives truths and motivates
toward them. The motivator and the perceiver are one.

Conclusion

This research has shown that Mulla Sadra’s fuzzy anthropology, by moving beyond
Aristotelian binary logic, leads to the ontological unity of the soul and the body and,
consequently, to the essential unity of theoretical and practical reason. The substantial
distinction between these two types of reason disappears and is replaced by a hierarchi-
cal, graded relationship. In this system, contemplation is the higher level of action, and
action is the lower level of contemplation. Three important philosophical implications
of this view are: (1) the integration of knowledge and action within an existential con-
tinuum; (2) the integrated existential perfection of the human being toward nearness to
God; and (3) flexibility in explaining the multiple existential levels of the human being
without resorting to dualism. This fuzzy perspective is not only a profound achievement
in Islamic philosophy, but can also be effective in the dialogue between Islamic philos-
ophy and contemporary philosophies as well as in the modern humanities.
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Abstract

his research adopts an analytical-comparative approach to ex-
T amine the concept of happiness (sa‘adat) in the thought of
Mulla Sadra and Lorraine Besser; in order to demonstrate how
these two theoretical systems, despite fundamental differences
in their metaphysical and methodological foundations, each present a pic-
ture of human development and well-being. In Transcendent Philosophy
(al-hikmat al-muta ‘alivah), happiness is an ontological matter grounded
in substantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyyah), existential intensifica-
tion (al-ishtidad al-wujiidi), and the union of knowledge, the knower, and
the known (ittihad al- ‘alim wa al-ma ‘liim), in which human development
is realised through knowledge, intellection, and the acquisition of virtue
on the path toward Absolute Truth. In contrast, Lorraine Besser regards
happiness as a eudaimonic concept arising from human flourishing,
shaped within interpersonal relationships, experiential self-knowledge,
and the actualisation of capacities. Drawing on positive psychology, she
interprets happiness as a this-worldly event dependent on satisfaction,
Sflourishing, and feeling good. The findings indicate that both thinkers link
happiness to the concept of development, but development in Mulla
Sadra’s thought takes a metaphysical form grounded in the gradations of
existence, whereas in Besser s theory it assumes a psychological, empiri-
cal, and this-worldly orientation. By clarifying the structural commonali-
ties and fundamental differences between these two intellectual systems,
this study opens the possibility of a new dialogue between philosophical
theology and contemporary psychology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question of happiness (sa ‘adat) is among the most fundamental concepts in mor-
al philosophy and philosophical anthropology, consistently treated as the final end of
human life, yet interpreted in markedly different ways depending on the metaphysi-
cal and methodological framework applied. In Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy,
happiness is not merely a psychological state but a deeply ontological matter, bound to
substantial motion, the gradation of existence, the union of knowledge and being, and
the soul’s teleological orientation. In Lorraine Besser’s eudaimonic ethics, by contrast,
happiness is redefined within a this-worldly, psychological horizon, arising from flour-
ishing, emotional satisfaction, and the actualisation of human capacities within social
relationships. The apparent convergence of both approaches on virtue and development
raises the study’s central question: can a meaningful correspondence be drawn between
Sadra’s ontological conception of happiness and Besser’s psychological, secular con-
ception, or do their differing metaphysical foundations preclude comparison?

The research problem is not a descriptive comparison but a critical evaluation of the
possibility and limits of reconciling Sadrian happiness with contemporary eudaimonic
ethics: can happiness be detached from its Sadrian metaphysical context and reread
within a psychological theory, or does removing its ontological foundations reduce hap-
piness to a mere psychological state? Does Besser’s theory, despite its emphasis on
experience and flourishing, fall into a kind of philosophical reductionism?

Four prior studies leave the present gap unaddressed. Hushangt and Rida’'t (2012) ex-
amine substantial motion’s role in redefining Sadrian happiness but confine their account
to the rule of the union of the intellecter and the intelligible. Shivapur (2023) critiques the
coherence of “supreme happiness” in Sadra’s system, with limited attention to the onto-
logical role of knowledge. Vitterseg (2016) surveys eudaimonic ethics historically with-
out engaging Islamic virtue ethics. Arslan (2025) explores positive-psychology tools for
understanding happiness without weighing Besser against Sadrian ontology. The present
contribution lies precisely in comparing Sadrian virtue ethics with Besser’s specific psy-
chological-philosophical eudaimonism—a juxtaposition absent from the literature.

The study addresses scholars of comparative philosophy, Islamic philosophy and the-
ology, ethics, and philosophy of religion, as well as researchers in positive psychology
interested in dialogue between philosophical theology and contemporary psychology.
Given the aim of precisely delineating two theoretical systems and assessing their cor-
respondence, an analytical-descriptive method with conceptual comparison, rather than
an empirical or field-based approach, is the most suitable instrument, since it allows
each thinker’s theoretical foundations to be extracted systematically and compared at
clearly defined levels.

Method

The study employs an analytical-descriptive method with a conceptual-comparative ap-
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proach. Data were gathered through library research: for the Sadrian side, primary texts
including al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah fi al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah al-‘Aqliyyah, al-Shawahid
al-Rubtibiyyah, and Sharh usil al-Kaft; for Besser, her core works on eudaimonic ethics
together with supporting positive-psychology sources (Keyes et al., 2003; Peterson &
Seligman, 2004). The research proceeded in three steps: extracting each thinker’s theo-
retical foundations independently; comparing commonalities and differences across three
levels—conceptual structure, metaphysical foundations, and teleology; and a compara-
tive-critical analysis of the limits of correspondence. As a library-based study with no
human participants, the principal ethical requirement is fidelity in citation and avoidance
of misrepresenting either thinker’s views. Sources were selected for their bearing on hap-
piness, the soul, and substantial motion on the Sadrian side, and on flourishing, virtue,
and eudaimonia on Besser’s side.

Findings

The comparative analysis shows that both thinkers link happiness to virtue and devel-
opment, but this structural commonality conceals a foundational divergence: virtue for
Mulla Sadra is theologically and ontologically oriented, contingent on divine knowl-
edge, whereas virtue for Besser aligns with flourishing within human relationships
and remains this-worldly and psychological. At the level of metaphysical foundations,
Sadra affirms the soul’s survival beyond the body and higher ontological grades of
being, whereas Besser, shaped by positive psychology’s methodology, remains con-
fined to the worldly domain and treats any world beyond matter as methodologically
meaningless, while her epistemology stays open to religious propositions insofar as
they serve a social function. At the level of teleology, Sadrian happiness culminates in
an intensifying movement toward Absolute Truth and union with the Perfect Human
(al-insan al-kamil), while Besserian happiness is realised in increased pleasure and
“feeling good” through the actualisation of capacities.

The study’s comparative-critical table sets out these differences across six axes: the
ethical end (existential perfection of the soul versus this-worldly psychological satis-
faction), the ontology of the soul (immaterial and graded versus psychological agent),
the criterion of happiness (existential intensity and intellectual joy versus phenomenal
experience of satisfaction), the temporal dimension (extension beyond material time
versus confinement to worldly life), epistemology (reality-centred and rational ver-
sus function-centred and non-realist), and the relation of virtue to perfection (identity
with existential intensification versus an instrumentalist view of virtue). The findings
state this evaluation directly: Besser’s theory, lacking an ontological foundation, cannot
account for the intensity and continuity of happiness—a conclusion reported without
suppression, in proportion to the evidence available for both systems.

Discussion

The findings reveal that the divergence between Mulla Sadra and Besser is not mere-
ly a difference of emphasis but a difference in the very foundations upon which the
concept of happiness is constructed. For Sadra, happiness is inseparable from the soul’s
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substantial motion and its existential intensification; it is a reality that unfolds across
the gradations of being and culminates in union with Absolute Truth. For Besser, by
contrast, happiness is situated within the horizon of lived experience, interpersonal rela-
tionships, and the actualisation of capacities; it is measured by satisfaction, flourishing,
and feeling good. The comparative analysis shows that the two systems converge only
at the descriptive level—both connect happiness to virtue and development—but di-
verge fundamentally at the analytical level, where the ontological grounding of Sadrian
happiness and the psychological grounding of Besserian happiness prove irreconcilable
without a reduction of one to the other. The study thus suggests that any attempt to
reread happiness within Islamic philosophy in dialogue with contemporary psychology
must proceed with caution, preserving the ontological dimensions of the concept while
engaging the empirical insights of positive psychology.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that despite the apparent convergence of both approaches on
virtue and human flourishing, at the level of philosophical foundations Sadrian happi-
ness and Besserian eudaimonic happiness differ fundamentally and decisively. Happi-
ness for Mulla Sadra is an ontological, intensifying concept grounded in the simplicity
of the soul, substantial motion, and the soul’s existential teleology; happiness for Besser
is defined mainly within a psychological, this-worldly horizon and is reduced to the
realisation of feeling good and lived satisfaction. The article’s principal finding is that
Besser’s eudaimonic ethical theory, for want of a coherent metaphysical foundation,
cannot sustain a stable and deep account of human happiness, failing in particular to
explain its temporal continuity and qualitative intensity. This finding bears on broader
questions in philosophy of religion and on the possibility of dialogue between philo-
sophical theology and contemporary psychology.

The study’s direct answer is that reconciling happiness in Transcendent Philosophy
with Besser’s eudaimonic ethics is possible only at a descriptive level; analytically and
foundationally it faces serious limitation owing to fundamental differences in the ontol-
ogy of the soul and the epistemology of ethics. The implication is that any contemporary
rereading of happiness within Islamic philosophy, if it is to avoid psychological reduc-
tionism, must preserve the connection between happiness, reality, the soul’s existential
perfection, and the metaphysical end of the human being.
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Abstract

bn Sina introduces the idea of genus (jins) in explaining the
I relationship of gradational universals (al-kullt al-mushak-
kak) with their individuals among Muslim Peripatetics. This
idea is criticised by Suhrawardi, who demonstrates that a
gradational universal cannot logically be considered a proximate genus
for its individuals, nor can their specific quiddities be regarded as fall-
ing under it. Suhrawardi proposes the idea of the universal concomitant
(al-lazim al-a ‘amm) of the gradational universal in relation to its indi-
viduals, and considers existence and light as universal concomitants in
relation to existences and lights. This idea reaches perfection in al-TusT’s
thought; in criticising Fakhr al-Din al-Razi'’s statements concerning
how existence is predicated of the Necessary and the contingent, al-Tust
systematically explains the universal concomitant of existence in rela-
tion to existential realities. However, this same idea becomes the basis
for Ibn Kammiinah s famous doubt concerning the negation of the unity
of the Necessary Existent, and Mulla Sadra, in refuting this objection,
arrives at the idea of gradation (tashkik) in the reality of existence,
transforming gradation in the concept of existence into gradation in its
reality. Understanding this evolutionary trajectory in the thought of
Muslim philosophers concerning how existence is gradational in rela-
tion to its instances provides an appropriate historical perspective on
the evolution of existence and its properties among Muslim thinkers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article seeks, through a historical examination of gradational universals (al-
kulliyat al-mushakkikah), to demonstrate that Peripatetic philosophy faces serious log-
ical challenges within its own intellectual framework. These challenges led critics such
as Shaykh al-Ishraq and Ibn Kammiinah—and even Peripatetics such as Khwajah Nasir
al-Din al-TwsT —to revise their views concerning how gradational universals are predi-
cated of their instances. This, in turn, ultimately transformed Mulla Sadra’s approach to
the problem of gradation (tashkik) and the gradation of existence.

The historical trajectory of the idea of the gradation of existence was observed in an
article by Siizancht (2004), and it may be claimed that such an approach to the “gra-
dational nature of existence” is found only in that article. Although the course of dis-
cussion in that article bears a strong resemblance to the present writing, the present
article advances a different idea in its analysis of Suhrawardi’s view concerning how
a gradational universal is predicated of its individuals. Consequently, it also follows a
different path in its analysis of al-TisT’s perspective, and the central idea of this article
in analysing the evolution of the gradational universal from Suhrawardi to Mulla Sadra
differs fundamentally from what Stzanchi presents. By advancing its new idea, this
writing can shed fresh light on the origins of other philosophical problems, including
the “doubt of Ibn Kammiinah,” the discussion of the “universal concomitant” (al-lazim
al-a‘amm), and others.

‘Obudiyyat has noted the disagreements on this subject, but he did not examine the
problem from a historical standpoint. Two articles by Muhammad Kazim ‘Alawt on the
gradational universal of existence appeared in the Journal of the Faculty of Literature,
University of Isfahan, in 2004 and 2006. In the first, he addresses the origin of the
formulation of the problem of the gradation of existence in the views of Ibn Stna and
al-Tst, proposing that the manner in which existence is predicated of the Necessary and
the contingent, and the nature of this predication, was the principal cause of these two
thinkers’ discussion of the gradation of existence—a problem and approach entirely dis-
tinct from the discussion in this article. In his second article, he addresses the historical
evolution of the term mushakkik in logic and the difference between Farabi’s and Ibn
Stna’s views and that of Aristotle—which likewise differs completely from the present
writing, both in scope and in approach. Vahid Khademzadah also has an article entitled
“The Theory of Gradational Terms: Farabi and Ibn Sina’s Solution to the Aristotelian
Challenge” in the Journal of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Tehran,
which is more similar in scope and subject to ‘Alaw1’s second article and is entirely
distinct from this writing and its content.

It should be noted that most research on gradation has examined the problem from
the perspective of the gradation of existence, the gradational nature or non-gradational
nature of quiddity, and their approach has been to criticise these doctrines. The present
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research, however, takes a historical view of the evolution of gradation as a problem for
Peripatetic thought and of how these challenges provided the context and ground for the
formulation of the idea of gradation in the reality of existence in Mulla Sadra’s thought.
This perspective on gradation and the gradation of existence clarifies the position of this
doctrine in the various schools of Islamic philosophy—Peripatetic, [lluminationist, and
Transcendent—for graduate students and professors of philosophy, and provides a new
horizon for viewing other related discussions such as gradation in quiddity, accidental
multiplicity, and the accidental or essential nature of gradational quiddities.

Method

The research method in this article is library-based study and note-taking. Alongside
the collection of library data, it is necessary to compare Peripatetic and Illumination-
ist thinkers in their conceptual innovations concerning how gradational universals are
predicated of their instances, and to analyse the challenges they encountered in these
innovations, so that a picture of the historical evolution of gradation and the gradation
of existence from Ibn Sina to Mulla Sadra can be presented. Therefore, alongside data
collection, data analysis with a historical approach must be considered one of the meth-
odological components of this research.

In this research, the views of contemporary thinkers concerning the Muslim Peripa-
tetics’ lack of serious attention to the problem of the gradational universal will first be
discussed, and the background of the discussion among Aristotelians will be presented.
Subsequently, Ibn Sina’s view concerning the relation of the gradational universal to
its individuals, the evolution of his views on this matter, and the challenges he encoun-
tered will be reported. Then Suhrawardi’s approach to resolving these challenges and
al-TusT’s effort to reconcile Suhrawardr’s view with Ibn Stna’s will be shown. It will
then become clear how al-Tiist’s view provided the ground for the formulation of Ibn
Kamminah’s doubt, and how responding to this doubt led to a transformation in Mulla
Sadra’s approach to the problem of the gradation of existence.

Findings

Ibn Sina, in his later works such as al-Ta‘ligat, considers two individuals of a single
gradational universal to be two types under that universal, which is the proximate genus
for those two; each of the two individuals is in reality a specific quiddity under that gra-
dational universal, and we refer to them as two individuals only by way of tolerance (Ibn
Sina, 2000, p. 47). From this statement of the Shaykh, it can be understood that in his
view, the distinction between two individuals of a single gradational universal is a dif-
ference by differentia (tafawut bi-1-fasl)—a difference by a part of the essence—where
the universal in question is the proximate genus for the two, and they are species under
that proximate genus (‘Obudiyyat, 2004, vol. 2, p. 71).

In contrast, Suhrawardi holds that the gradational distinction—which is by intensity
and weakness, priority and posteriority, or priority and non-priority—is a new kind of
distinction, different from distinction by accidents, distinction by parts of the essence,
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and distinction by the entire essence; it must be considered the fourth type of difference
and distinction (Dinani, 1985, pp. 265-267).

Al-TusT explicitly states that existences are distinguished from one another by their
entire essence. For the common aspect of existences is naturally existence, and since this
common aspect is not included in their essence, these existences have no commonality
at the level of essence. In other words, just as Suhrawardi had noted, existence cannot
be a genus for these realities; thus, if existence as their common aspect is not their ge-
nus, then they have no commonality in essence, and their essences are completely and
entirely distinguished from one another. Therefore, existences become realities that are
mutually exclusive by their entire essence. Hence, existence is predicated of them as
their common aspect and has the relation of a predicate outside the essence—that is, an
accidental predicate—to them. But this accidental predicate is attributed to them nec-
essarily and without the mediation of anything; thus, existence for existences, although
an accident, has a relation of necessity (al-nisbah al-luziimiyyah) with them and cannot
be negated from them in any possible world. Thus, it becomes a necessary accident
(al-‘arad al-lazim) for them. On the other hand, since these existences have no point
of commonality in their essences and are mutually exclusive by their entire essence,
existence is a necessary accident for each of them and cannot be separated from them;
thus, it has a mode of generality and “being more general” (a‘amm) in relation to all
of them. Therefore, existence become for them a general necessary accident (al-‘arad
al-lazim al-‘amm).

In Mulla Sadra’s thought, and on the basis of the principiality of existence (asalat
al-wujiid), gradation does not remain in the mere concept of existence but extends to
its external reality. The principal difference between Mulla Sadra’s view and that of
Ibn Sina and the Peripatetics lies precisely in this point: he considers gradation to be
in the external reality of existence. This is what prevents him from falling into the two
epistemological and theological objections. For if it is asked how we have abstracted
the single concept of existence from existences, he replies: I have abstracted it from the
single external reality of existence, which is graded. I do not hold that existences are
mutually exclusive by their entire essence; existences are longitudinal grades of a single
reality, and existence is abstracted from that single, simple, graded reality. Thus, it is not
the case that a single concept has been abstracted necessarily from infinite individuals
whose external realities are completely distinct from one another and have no objective
point of commonality. Therefore, in Mulla Sadra’s view, gradation returns entirely to
existence, and gradation in existence is in its external reality, not merely in its concept;
gradation in the concept of existence derives from gradation in the reality of existence.

Conclusion

In Mulla Sadra’s view and that of the adherents of Transcendent Philosophy, it follows
that if “existence” is to be gradational and predicated of its individuals in a gradational
manner, this gradation must be in the external realm before it is in the realm of concept
and mind. That is, if “existence” is an objective and gradational reality, it can be pred-
icated of its individuals in a gradational manner. Therefore, the principiality of “exis-

ror



|||||||||||||||||||||| A §ylads VFe0) liasls 5 s Y1 850 i‘?ﬁdwﬂ’

(AT

tence” must first be affirmed, and this “existence” must be an objective, gradational
reality, so that it can be predicated of its individuals in a gradational manner. Otherwise,
no reasonable and logical explanation can be found for the gradational predication of
“existence” of its individuals, and it cannot be explained how this concept relates to its
instances. When this concept is considered with common predication (al-haml al-shay-
i), it can neither be included in the essence of these individuals (their genus) nor be
considered a general necessary accident for these individuals, since the same episte-
mological and theological problems would arise. Thus, the only way is that “existence”
must first be a gradational matter in the external world and objective realm, so that its
relation as a universal concept to its individuals can also be gradational.
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Abstract

significant strand of contemporary discourse on artificial intel-
A ligence ethics tends to reduce moral judgment to computable
rules and formalised procedures. Approaches such as utilitari-
an optimisation and feedback-based alignment generally pre-
suppose that ethical values can be adequately represented through mathe-
matical functions and algorithmic mechanisms. Rather than assessing the
technical feasibility or performance of such models, the present study shifts
the discussion to a more fundamental level by addressing an ontological
question: can an entity that lacks inner experience, intuitive awareness,
and an intrinsic orientation toward moral perfection genuinely qualify as a
moral agent? To examine this question, the article draws upon the mysti-
cal-philosophical thought of Hakim Shahabadr and employs his theory of
fitrah (innate human disposition) as an anthropological and evaluative
framework. An analysis of this theory reveals that moral action, in
Shahabadi's view, is not the result of formal rule-following or external
compliance, but emerges from the actualisation of multiple inner and intu-
itive dimensions of human nature, including presential knowledge, love,
discovery, and the inclination toward freedom and comfort. By contrast, an
examination of the internal structure of artificial intelligence systems
demonstrates that their operations are grounded in objective functions,
statistical correlations, and data-driven optimisation, without access to
inner experience or existential motivation. The study therefore concludes
that artificial intelligence, even in its most advanced forms, cannot be re-
garded as a moral agent in the strict philosophical and jurisprudential
sense. At best, it functions as a simulator of ethically patterned behaviour
rather than as a bearer of genuine moral responsibility. Consequently, del-
egating moral judgment to such systems risks obscuring the fundamental
distinction between data processing and moral awareness. Addressing the
ethical challenges posed by emerging technologies thus requires reaffirm-
ing the central role of human moral agency and grounding technological
governance in a robust understanding of human nature.

Cite this article: Shahidi, S., S; Mirlohi, S, A. (2026). Feasibility of “Ethics” in
Artificial Intelligence: An Analysis Based on the Principles of Fitrah in the Philo-
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The dominant discourse surrounding “Artificial Intelligence Ethics” in recent years
has remained largely confined to technical, computational, and legal frameworks. With
the advent of Large Language Models (LLMs) and generative Al, which possess an as-
tonishing ability to simulate empathy and moral reasoning, the tendency toward the “an-
thropomorphism” of machines has intensified. Prevailing Western paradigms attempt to
resolve the ethical challenges of these intelligent systems through the “alignment” of
algorithms with legal regulations, utilitarian values, or deontological principles. Scenar-
ios such as the “Trolley Problem” in autonomous vehicles exemplify this reductionism,
where profound, qualitative ethical concepts are reduced to quantitative mathematical
equations and the optimisation of objective functions.

However, these approaches overlook a fundamental ontological question: can a sys-
tem that inherently lacks intuitive understanding, consciousness, lived experience, and
an intrinsic inclination toward perfection genuinely possess the capacity for moral
agency? The current crisis in this field is far more than a technical deadlock regarding
output control; it is a conceptual crisis regarding the feasibility of realising ethics in a
non-human entity. State-of-the-art mechanisms such as Reinforcement Learning from
Human Feedback (RLHF), while somewhat successful in aligning model behaviour
with human preferences, have entirely failed to instill genuine moral belief, intention,
or commitment. These models merely learn to reproduce social norms without grasping
their intrinsic value.

This research aims to fill the gap in contemporary Islamic philosophical literature
regarding technological challenges by turning to the theory of innate disposition (fitrah)
in the mystical-philosophical thought of Ayatollah Shahabadi. The primary objective is
to move beyond the superficial “control of machine behaviour” and delve into the ma-
chine’s existential capacity to embody ethics. The central question is: based on Hakim
Shahabadi’s anthropological principles, can Al achieve responsible moral agency, or
will it forever remain a mechanical simulator of ethics?

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with an interdisci-
plinary approach, intersecting Islamic philosophy and computer science. In the first step,
through library and documentary research—specifically examining key foundational
works of Ayatollah Shahabadi such as Rashahat al-bahr and Shadharat al-ma‘arif—the
components of the theory of fitrah, the levels of the soul, and the pillars of moral agen-
cy were extracted and formulated into a conceptual framework. In the second step, by
reviewing authoritative and recent literature in Al and the philosophy of technology
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(focusing on sources from 2016 to 2024), the technical structure of intelligent systems—
including deep neural networks, reinforcement learning algorithms, and rule-based ap-
proaches—was dissected. Finally, utilising comparative analysis and dialectical rational
argumentation, the findings from these two contrasting domains were juxtaposed to de-
duce the fundamental gaps between the fitrah-endowed human and the algorithm-driven
machine.

Findings

This perspective understands ethics not as a product of social conventions or cost—
benefit calculations, but as something rooted in the very ontological structure of the
human being. It distinguishes between the “natural human,” bound by instincts, and the
“primordial (fitr1) human,” oriented toward perfection, and identifies five intuitive di-
mensions of human nature: immediate self-awareness as the ground of responsibility; an
innate love of absolute perfection as the inner motive of moral action; a pre-discursive
perception of good and evil; a desire for ultimate tranquillity through perfection; and a
tendency toward freedom from the determinism of nature. Accordingly, a moral act is
realised when the three human faculties—sense, intellect, and heart—are aligned with
the three fundamental realities of justice, knowledge, and devotion.

The analytical section then explains the limitations of prevailing machine-ethics par-
adigms. Rule-based (deontological) approaches are fragile because machines cannot
grasp the spirit of rules and face rule conflicts; utilitarian systems suffer from goal mis-
generalisation and unintended interventions; and explainable Al provides only post-hoc
accounts that cannot substitute for human intuitive understanding. Likewise, models
trained with reinforcement learning from human feedback primarily reproduce linguis-
tic patterns without genuine access to meaning. Ultimately, the comparison reveals
four fundamental gaps between humans and machines: an epistemic gap (immediate
self-knowledge versus statistical representation), a motivational gap (inner love versus
reward functions), an ontological gap (free will versus algorithmic determinism), and a
teleological gap (existential perfection versus behavioural simulation). Hence, human
morality appears intrinsic and purpose-oriented, whereas machine morality remains in-
strumental and imitative.

Conclusion

The present study demonstrates that attributing “moral agency” to artificial intelli-
gence stems from an epistemological error, confusing the simulation of a phenome-
non with the reality of that phenomenon. Based on the criterion of fitrah in Ayatollah
Shahabadi’s school of thought, Al suffers from an intrinsic impossibility of becoming
ethical due to its lack of an existential vessel (comprising presential knowledge, the ag-
ony of love, free will, and immaterial teleology). What is currently presented as machine
ethics is, at best, the automation of social norms and, at worst, algorithmic deception.
These findings carry profound implications for technology policy and jurisprudence:
first, the illusion of constructing autonomous moral machines must be discarded, as
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a machine can never bear the heavy burden of agency; second, delegating ethical and
legal judgments to algorithms is rejected from a philosophical standpoint and is highly
dangerous from a societal perspective. The ultimate solution in technological gover-
nance lies in adhering to the Human-in-the-Loop principle and redefining Al strictly as
a smart tool serving the flourishing of human fitrah, rather than an independent, judging
agent.
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2. Total Utility

3. The Moral Machine experimen
4. Value Quantification
5. Computational Impracticality

6. Reinforcement Learning from Human Feedback
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7. Epistemic
8. Doxastic
9. Stochastic Parrots

10. The Value Alignment Problem
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11. Proxy Goals

12. Goal Misgeneralization
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13. Syntax
14. Semantics

15. Negative Sentiment

PoP
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16. Statistical Symbol Processing

17. Symbol Grounding Problem
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18. Qualia

19. Instrumental Convergence
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20. Deterministic
21. Probabilistic

22. Moral Responsibility
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Abstract

he philosophy of the soul (‘ilm al-nafs) is one of the most signif-
T icant discussions in Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikmat
al-muta ‘aliyah), presented under the fourth journey of the Four
Journies (al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah). One of the most important
principles of Sadrian psychology is the principle “The Soul, in Its Unity, Is
All Faculties” (al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa), which is formulated in
light of the unitary composition of matter and form, substantial motion
(al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and the corporeal origination (al-hudiith al-
Jismani) of the rational soul (al-nafs al-natigah). Although Mulla Sadra
considers this principle as self-evident, he also offers arguments to explain
and prove it from the perspective of the knower and the known (‘alim and
ma liim), stating that the rational soul perceives the percepts and objects
of knowledge of all faculties and is the agent of motion for all material
faculties. Gholamreza Fayyadr has raised objections to this principle and
its arguments, the most important of which are the absence of a unitary
relation between the rational soul and the vegetative faculties, and the
necessary conjunction of contradictors if one believes in this principle.
The present study demonstrates that all these objections stem from a lack
of attention to Sadrian foundations and the meaning of this principle, be-
cause in Sadrian philosophy this principle has two meanings.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

From Mulla Sadra’s perspective, because human reality gradually attains the level
of imaginal (mithall) and subsequently intellectual immateriality through substantial
motion (al-harakah al-jawharTyyah), such an existence constitutes a graded reality (al-
haqiqah al-tashkikiyyah) spanning various levels from the weak material state to the
intense immaterial state. Animal and vegetative faculties are also considered lower lev-
els of human reality and share an existential unity with it. Mulla Sadra designates this
principle as “The Soul, in Its Unity, Is All Faculties” (al-nafs fT wahdatiha kull al-quwa).

Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method. First, Mulla Sadra’s perspective
and the foundations underlying his explanation of the principle “The Soul, in Its Uni-
ty, Is All Faculties” are outlined; subsequently, the objections and criticisms raised by
Gholamreza Fayyadt are critically analysed.

Findings

The principle “The Soul, in Its Unity, Is All Faculties” is one of the most significant
philosophical principles within the philosophy of the soul (‘ilm al-nafs) in Transcendent
Wisdom (al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah). It elucidates that human reality is a unified, grad-
ed existence that, through substantial motion, gradually traverses stages of perfection
and actuality until it reaches pure actuality. Within Transcendent Wisdom, this principle
carries two meanings: the rational soul possesses all the perfections of the animal and
vegetative faculties in a state of unity and simplicity, and the aforementioned faculties
constitute lower levels of human reality. The objections and criticisms raised by Ghol-
amreza Fayyadi regarding this principle are primarily based on the arguments that the
rational soul lacks knowledge of the actions of certain faculties and that accepting this
principle leads to the conjunction of contradictories.

Conclusion

Fayyadi’s objections stem from overlooking the two distinct levels inherent in the
concept that “the soul, in its unity, encompasses all faculties.” Furthermore, the contra-
diction Fayyadi posits—regarding the human essence being simultaneously immaterial
and material—would only arise if the rational soul were to exist as both immaterial
and material at the same level. In reality, however, while maintaining a unity based on
gradation (tashkik), each of the faculties represents a level of the single human reality.
Ultimately, Fayyadi attributes two souls to the human being—a rational soul and a veg-
etative soul—a view that is incompatible with the existence of imaginative perceptions
and the evident reality of such perceptions in both humans and animals.
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Abstract
C ompared with attributes such as divine knowledge and will,

which have been examined from multiple perspectives, the at-

tribute of divine power (qudrah) has received relatively limited

scholarly attention. Accordingly, clarifying theologians’ views
and proofs regarding the definition and demonstration of divine power
remains a significant research priority in the field of Islamic kalam. The
present study employs a historical-analytical method to compile, expli-
cate, and analyse the various positions and arguments advanced by Imami
theologians during the formation and development of philosophical kalam
from the seventh to the eleventh centuries AH, with particular emphasis on
the theologians of the Later Hilla School, concerning divine power and
free will (volition). The findings indicate that, across the works of these
theologians, seven arguments are presented for establishing God s power
in the sense of His being a capable, volitional agent. Among these, one
argument is scriptural, while the remaining six are purely rational. One
argument addresses the negation of extrinsic compulsion imposed on God,
whereas the other six establish God s capable volition by refuting intrinsic
compulsion. Furthermore, among the five rational arguments concerned
with negating intrinsic compulsion, one demonstrates God s volitional ca-
pability without reference to created entities, considering it solely as one
of His attributes of perfection. The other four arguments appeal to certain
attributes of creatures—namely temporal origination (hudiith), order
(nazm) and, perfection (itgan), change and transformation, and the ca-
pacity for non-existence—to establish divine power.

Cite this article: ‘Ata’'T Nazari, H. (2026). An Analysis of the Arguments for Demon-
strating Divine Power and Free Will in the Philosophical Kalam of the Later Hil-
la School of Imami Theology. Islamic Philosophical Doctrines, 21(38), 337-374.
https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2026.7809.1679

m © The Author(s). Publisher: Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.



mailto:%20h.ataee%40isca.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-0342-7519
https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2026.7809.1679 

ks llac ara> /azolel Sl Ao o andd 23550 el Lzl Ll ol Julos ||||||||||||||||||||||

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In comparison with attributes such as divine knowledge and will, which have been ex-
amined from various perspectives, the attribute of divine power has received relatively
limited scholarly attention. Consequently, clarifying the views and arguments of theolo-
gians concerning the definition and demonstration of divine power remains a significant
research priority in the field of Islamic kalam. To date, the positions and arguments ad-
vanced by theologians of the philosophical kalam tradition regarding divine power have
not been subjected to a comprehensive and systematic investigation. To the best of our
knowledge, no exhaustive scholarly study has yet appeared that surveys, through a thor-
ough examination of the kalam works of these theologians, the full range of arguments
they employed to establish divine power.

The present article therefore collects, explicates, evaluates, and analyses the diverse
views and arguments presented by Imami theologians with respect to divine power and
volition during the formative period of philosophical kalam. In this study, the Imam phil-
osophical kalam school—founded by Nasir al-Din al-Tiis1 (d. 672 AH) and his students in
the city of Hilla, most notably ‘Allama al-Hilli (d. 726 AH), and continued until the Safa-
vid era—is designated as the “Later Hilla School.” From a chronological perspective, the
present research examines Imami kalam sources from the seventh to the eleventh centuries
AH and explicates and analyses the arguments presented in these works for establishing
divine power.

Method

This study employs a historical-analytical research method to compile, explicate, and
analyse the various positions and arguments proposed by Imami theologians during the
period of Imami philosophical kalam, spanning the seventh to the eleventh centuries AH,
with respect to divine power and volition. To this end, all major extant kalam works pro-
duced by Imami theologians in this period were examined in chronological order. The
arguments articulated in these works for establishing divine power were systematically
identified, described, and critically assessed.

Findings

According to the various definitions of the attribute of power advanced by the theolo-
gians of the Later Hilla School, divine power is synonymous with God’s being volitional
(mukhtar). On this basis, from the perspective of theologians adhering to the philosophical
kalam tradition, establishing the attribute of power for God is equivalent to establishing
the attribute of volition for Him.

An examination of the kalam texts of the Later Hilla School indicates that the most
prominent and widely employed argument for establishing that God is powerful—un-
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derstood as being volitional in performing actions and free from any necessity either to
act or to refrain from acting—rests on the temporal origination (al-hudiith al-zamani) of
the world. In other words, for these theologians, the proof of divine power is grounded
in the acceptance of the world’s temporal origination. The argument may be summarised
as follows: If God were not a capable volitional agent—that is, if He were a necessitat-
ed and compelled agent (fa‘il miijab)—then the act of such an agent, proceeding from
the requirements of its essence and belonging to the concomitants of that essence, would
always accompany the agent and could neither be posterior to it nor separable from it.
Consequently, the issuance of action from God would be necessary and unavoidable. In
that case, either God’s act—that is, the world—would have to be eternal like God Him-
self, or God would have to be originated like the world. Yet it has been established, first,
that the world is not eternal but temporally originated, and second, that God is eternal and
not originated. Therefore, God is not a necessitated and compelled agent; rather, He is a
capable volitional agent.

Another argument that appears in several kalam works of the Later Hilla School for es-
tablishing God’s power is a reductio ad absurdum argument. This argument seeks to refute
the assumption that God is a necessitated and non-volitional agent and thereby to establish
His capability and volition. As far as is known, this line of reasoning does not appear in
Imami kalam texts prior to the seventh century AH and seems, within the Imami tradi-
tion, to have been articulated for the first time by Nasir al-Din Tasi. Unlike the previous
argument, this proof does not rely on the temporal origination of the world. Instead, it em-
phasises that if God were a necessitated and compelled agent, then the annihilation of any
originated being or entity in the world would entail the annihilation of God Himself—a
consequence that is manifestly false. Hence, God cannot be a necessitated and compelled
agent and must therefore be a capable volitional agent.

Both arguments underscore that, if God were necessitated and compelled, then—on the
basis of the principle of necessary existential entailment between a necessitated (non-vo-
litional) cause and its effect and act—the eternity of God would entail the eternity of
originated beings, and the annihilation of originated beings would entail the annihilation
of God, the Necessary Being. Since none of these consequences is acceptable, the assump-
tion that God is necessitated and compelled is untenable, and the attributes of power and
volition are thereby established for Him.

Building on these two arguments and relying on the same principle of necessary entail-
ment between a necessitated (non-volitional) cause and its effect in certain respects, some
theologians advanced new arguments for God’s being a capable volitional agent. These
arguments are grounded in other shared features between a necessitated cause and its ef-
fect, namely persistence and permanence, on the one hand, and change and transforma-
tion, on the other. In these new formulations, it is argued that, were God necessitated and
compelled, the ontological permanence of God would require the permanence of created
beings, while the change and transformation of created beings would require change and
transformation in God. Since neither the permanence of created beings nor change in God
is acceptable, the hypothesis of God’s being non-volitional is thereby refuted.
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Conclusion

This study demonstrates that, in the works of these theologians, a total of seven argu-
ments are advanced to establish divine power in the sense of God’s being a capable voli-
tional agent. Among these, one argument is scriptural, while the remaining six are purely
rational. One argument addresses the negation of extrinsic compulsion imposed on God,
whereas the other six establish God’s capable volition by refuting intrinsic compulsion.
Furthermore, among the five rational arguments concerned with negating intrinsic com-
pulsion, one demonstrates God’s volitional capability without reference to created enti-
ties, considering it solely as one of His attributes of perfection. The other four arguments
appeal to certain attributes of creatures—namely temporal origination (hudiith), order
(nazm) and, perfection (itqan), change and transformation, and the capacity for non-exis-
tence—to establish divine power.
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Abstract

he relationship between science and religion has been one of
T the most fundamental and contested issues in the history of
philosophical, theological, and scientific thought in both the
West and the Islamic world. The central question of this re-
search is whether an epistemological and philosophical model can be
presented that, while preserving the relative independence of science
and religion, avoids conflict, absolute separation, one-sided applica-
tion, and eclecticism, and provides the ground for constructive interac-
tion between the two. In response to this question, the present article
analyses and critiques four principal approaches to the relationship
between science and religion—conflict, separation, one-sided applica-
tion, and synthesis—and demonstrates that each of these approaches
suffers from serious epistemological and methodological deficiencies.
Subsequently, drawing upon the meta-approach of “‘philosophical inter-
actionism” and utilising the foundations of Islamic philosophy, particu-
larly Transcendent Wisdom (al-hikmah al-muta ‘aliyah), an alternative
model for explicating the relationship between science and religion is
presented. The principal achievement of the research is that philosophy,
as a foundational and epistemically mediating discipline, can provide a
framework in which science and religion are situated neither in opposi-
tion nor in complete separation, but rather in an interactive, comple-
mentary, and synergistic relationship. On the basis of this approach,
science and religion, while maintaining their methodological and do-
main-specific differences, are able to reinforce one another in under-
standing reality, meaning, and the ultimate purpose of existence. The
research method is library-based and grounded in descriptive-critical
analysis.

Cite this article: Muhammadi, A.; Izadpanah, A. (2026). The Relationship between
Science and Religion in the Light of Philosophical Interactionism. Islamic Philo-
sophical Doctrines, 21(38), 375-407. https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2026.7867.1685

m © The Author(s). Publisher: Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between science and religion has long been one of the most fundamen-
tal and challenging issues in the history of human thought, especially in the philosophical
and theological tradition of the West and the Islamic world. Both science and religion
have ancient backgrounds, and the manner of their interaction has shaped the course of
epistemological and social developments in societies. The main question of this research
is whether an epistemological and philosophical model can be presented that, while main-
taining the relative independence of science and religion, avoids the four harms of conflict,
absolute separation, one-sided application, and eclecticism, and provides the ground for
constructive and synergistic interaction between them. In this writing, by science is meant
modern empirical and natural science, which explains natural phenomena through obser-
vation, experiment, hypothesis formation, and falsifiability; and by religion is meant a
general meaning referring to the common aspects of monotheistic religions. After analys-
ing and critiquing four main approaches to the relationship between science and religion,
the article introduces its chosen approach under the title “philosophical interactionism”
based on the foundations of Transcendent Wisdom and seeks to provide a coherent frame-
work for the epistemological synergy of science and religion.

Method

The present research is library-based and based on descriptive-critical analysis. In this
method, first, philosophical, theological, and scientific texts related to the relationship
between science and religion are examined. Then, the four main approaches—conflict,
separation, one-sided application, and eclecticism—are precisely analysed and criticised.
Data are collected from reliable primary and secondary sources and compared with a crit-
ical approach. Next, the foundations of Sadrian Transcendent Wisdom are chosen as the
theoretical framework and serve as the basis for presenting the model of “philosophical
interactionism.” The method of analysis is a combination of conceptual interpretation, in-
ternal criticism, and comparative comparison. Also, Western philosophical traditions such
as Hegelian dialectic, James’s and Dewey’s epistemological pluralism, and Gadamer’s
hermeneutics have been used as complementary sources. The research community is phil-
osophical and religious texts related to the subject, and sampling was done purposefully.

Findings

The research findings can be reported in several main axes.

A) Critique of conflictualism. This view, which considers science and religion essen-
tially incompatible, is defended by some scientists (positivists, materialists, Locke, and
Hume) and by extreme religious believers. The findings show that the alleged conflict is
often apparent, temporary, and arising from a superficial understanding of religious texts
or the limitations of science in a particular period, not essential and fundamental.
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B) Critique of separatism (parallelism). Defenders such as Kant, Barth, Schleiermacher,
and Soroush consider science as knowledge of nature and religion as ethics and meaning.
The main critique is that by denying any intersection, it neglects the synergies between
science and religion and falls into epistemological reductionism.

C) Critique of one-sided application (scientific interpretation of religion). This approach
considers science as the final criterion of truth and interprets religious teachings based on
scientific findings; in the West it is represented by Tillich, Bultmann, Tipler, and Hawking,
and in the Islamic world by the scientific interpretation current (such as Tantawi, Ba-
zargan, Paknejad, and Makarem Shirazi). Critiques: empirical science is conjectural and
falsifiable, while revealed religion is immune from error; this approach practically gives
science superiority over religion and leads to the distortion of original religious meanings.
‘Allamah Tabataba'1 in al-Mizan has strongly opposed this method and emphasised the
independence of the Qur’an in understanding meanings.

D) Critique of synthesis and eclecticism. This current, without a clear criterion, mix-
es elements of science and non-religious schools with religious teachings and creates a
“new religion.” From the Qur’anic perspective (such as the verse “Do not mix truth with
falsehood”), it is rejected and leads to interpretation by personal opinion, innovation, and
destruction of religious identity.

E) Chosen approach: philosophical interactionism. After criticising the four approaches,
the fundamental question is how philosophy can be used to solve the problem of science
and religion, without philosophy itself having the same problematic relations with reli-
gion. The answer is that philosophy here is not meant in the absolute sense, but rather
the specific foundations of Islamic wisdom, especially Sadrian Transcendent Wisdom, in
which philosophy and religion are aligned and complementary. Philosophy is a rational
tool for a deeper understanding of revelation and, by accepting the primacy of existence
(asalah al-wujud), substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyah), gradational unity (al-
wahdah al-tashkikiyah), and the hierarchy of existence, places different levels of knowl-
edge (sensory, rational, intuitive, and revelatory) in a coherent ontological system.

F) The four principles of philosophical interactionism. (1) Non-relativistic epistemo-
logical pluralism; (2) flexible hierarchy; (3) complementarity; (4) dialogue-centeredness.

G) The three roles of philosophy. The foundational role (determining the conditions
of the possibility of knowledge), the mediating role (providing a common language be-
tween science and religion), and the critical role (criticising the extremes of scientism and
religiosity). The interactionalisation of philosophy also makes other sciences (theology,
mysticism, empirical and human sciences) interactional.

H) The chosen view. Science and religion are neither contradictory nor completely sepa-
rate, but complementary to each other. Science explores the laws of nature through empiri-
cal method, and religion expresses the meaning and ultimate purpose of existence through
revelation. Religion without science leads to superstition, and science without religion is
reduced to dry and soulless materialism. Among Islamic thinkers, ‘Allamah Ja‘farT and
Martyr MutahharT are pioneers of this interactional approach, and among Western think-
ers, lan Barbour, inspired by Whitehead’s process theology, has come close to interaction,
although his foundations (considering God and the world as co-ordinate) are criticisable.
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Conclusion

The conclusion of the research is that the issue of the relationship between science and
religion is, more than a conflict between two sources of knowledge, a philosophical issue
at the level of foundations and presuppositions. The approaches of conflict, absolute sep-
aration, one-sided application, and eclecticism are each ineffective for epistemological
reasons. In contrast, “philosophical interactionism” based on Transcendent Wisdom, with
the four principles of non-relativistic pluralism, flexible hierarchy, complementarity, and
dialogue-centeredness, provides a coherent framework for the synergy of science and reli-
gion. This model, while removing apparent conflict, provides the ground for constructive
dialogue between the religious tradition and contemporary science.

The main achievement of the article is the presentation of this theoretical framework
for interdisciplinary studies of science and religion, and it raises new questions for future
research, including how to apply this model in specific scientific and religious fields.
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